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Harper says pipeline debate should be left to Canadians

Canada not 'giant national park' for U.S., prime minister says
CBCNews Posted: Jan 16,2012 9:01 PMET | Las Updated: Jan 17, 2012 7:16 AM ET

Any decision on developments such as the proposed Northern Gateway
pipeline should be left to Canadians, Prime Minister Stephen Harper
says.

"It's one thing in terms of whether Canadians, you know, want jobs, to
what degree Canadians want environmental protection. These are all
valid questions," Harper said in an exclusive interview Monday with CBC
chief correspondent Peter Mansbridge.

"But just because certain people in the United
States would like to see Canada be one giant
national park for the northern half of North
America, | don't think that's part of what our
review process is all about."

The $5.5-billion Northern Gateway project is a
proposal by Canadian oil and gas company
Enbridge to build two pipelines stretching 1,177
kilometres between the Alberta oilsands and the West Coast. The
Northern Gateway would have the capacity to transport 525,000 barrels
of oil per day.

Canada's crude oil pipelines

Just before hearings on the project began,

Harper and Natural Resources Minister Community Reaction
Joe Oliver raised the issue of foreign The CBC community reacts
money going to environmental groups to_t’xbsquEdge: OOH\BVFVShatt'Pn

; H Wi lepnhen Harper. ats
earlier this month. The groups say they your ake?

get a small amount of funding from outside

of Canada and that the government is

trying to refocus the debate when much of the investment in the oilsands
comes from outside of Canada.

"I don’t object to foreigners expressing their opinion," Harper told CBC
News. "But | don’t want them to be able to hijack the process so that we
don’t make a decision that's timely or in the interests of Canadians."

Harper said news the
Obama administration
would delay a decision
on whether to approve
extending
TransCanada's
Keystone XL pipeline
was a wakeup call
about the degree to
which Canada is "held
hostage" to U.S.
decisions. He has
since pressed for
Canada to seek out
new markets in Asia.

Frime Mnister Stephen Harper says the task of finding a
balance betw een jobs and environmental protection is one that
should be left to Canadians. (CBC)

But while the government has made a case for Canadian oil as being
more ethical than fuel produced in countries with poor human rights
records, Central and Eastern Canada tend to buy oil from outside the
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There are a couple of good rules to live
byin politics: don't eat on camera and
don't wear headgear.
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country rather than from the oilsands.

Harper said that is odd, but there's nothing the government can do about
it.

"We're really the only supplier that is secure and is increasing its
production. So | think [being market-driven has] served the country well.
It's served government revenues well. It's served creation of jobs well.
But it is fundamentally a market-based decision. We don't dictate
pipelines go here or there."

The wide-ranging interview covered a number of issues, including:

Public sector pension plans: Harper says the government is looking
at ways to bring them closer to private sector norms. "As an employer,
we have to have a pension plan that is reasonable and attractive to get
people into the public sector, but it should not be significantly more
generous than what would be available in the private sector." The
government also has to look at the pensions of parliamentarians, he
said.

Iran: Harper says it's "beyond dispute" that the country is trying to
develop nuclear weapons, and that Iran frightens him. "These are
people who have a particular, you know, fanatically religious world view,
and their statements imply to me no hesitation of using nuclear
weapons if they see them achieving their religious or political
purposes.”

Aboriginal Canadians: Harper says significant change needs to
happen, but it will be gradual. "My own experience is that it will not be
grand visions and declarations that achieve these things. It will be
moving forward one step at a time, as we've been trying to do on things
like water, investments in education, obviously building of trust, you
know, as we've done through the residential school apology, and
endorsement of the Declaration of Indigenous Rights."

Report Typo Send Feedback

sl

= Elfinancing agency spends millions doing nothing
&

= Growing income gap generates little blame, poll
suggests

= Historic First Nations summit may not yield concrete
outcomes

m Sextrade workers make their case in top court s

On Tonight's National
= Checkin on Stories

= Watch the Best of the Show
= Stay Connected

See more stories from The National

The House

Premiers gear up for health talks, Liberal
party faithfuls gather in Ottawa

Jan. 17,2012 12:29 PM

Evan Solomon looks ahead to the upcoming Premiers
meeting in Victoria, B.C with Nova Scotia Premier
Darrell Dexter and BC Premier Christy Clark. From the
site of the Liberal party convention in Ottawa, Evan also
speaks to former PMPaul martin and current interim
liberal party leader Bob Rae.
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