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Changes that would make it easier
to declare a criminal a dangerous
offended have been struck down
by an Ontario judge as
unconstitutional. (WFP)

Prime Minister Stephen Harper has apparently never met a potential free trade partner

he didn’t like. Europe, Thailand, India, the entire Pacific Rim — other than perhaps Iran
or North Korea, his door is open.

At the moment he’s keen on China. When he first became prime minister he was very o
. . . . The day after damaging video of
chippy towards Beijing, repeatedly making the point that rights and freedoms had to “ "inelegant" remarks by Romney
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come before commerce. Silly him. Once he grew to appreciate China’s enormous hunger
for Canadian commodities, the sale of which has kept us out of recession, he quickly
realized the need to be “flexible” and “understanding” on these things. As in, no more
photo ops with the Dalai Lama when you’re trying to sell more oil.

The prime minister had been considering the potential of a free trade deal with China
for some time. On Sunday he signed the Foreign Investment Protection and Promotion
Agreement, which aims to protect investors from either country against “discriminatory
and wholly arbitrary practices,” and to establish a system for resolving disputes. One
report said the pact contains the widest range of investment agreements China has ever
signed with any country. Now, as the Post reported Tuesday, Ottawa is considering
exploratory talks on a full-blown free trade deal with the world’s most populaous
country.

It’s an ambitious plan, and one well worth seeking. But no one should make the mistake
of thinking that free trade with China will resemble the arrangement Canada long ago
worked out with Mexico and the U.S., or is likely to work out with Europe. China has the
trappings of a modern western business culture, but you don’t have to scrape the
surface much to bump into the more familiar version, a country where the law is what
the government says it is, on any particular day.

A Chinese court just recently completed the trial of Gu Kailai, wife of rising political start
Bo Xilai, for the murder of a British consultant she feared was about to reveal the extent
of the family’s corruption. The murder itself might have been covered up, except for a
bit of bad luck in which a local police official approached the U.S. seeking protection from
Bo. Last week the son of a top-ranked Communist official was killed in a car crash,
apparently caused while he and two female passengers were having sex in his Ferrari.
Officially, China’s most powerful people make only a pittance in salary; unofficially they
can buy their kids Ferraris.

Today attention is focused on the mysterious disappearance of Xi Jinping, who is about
to become president. Xi hasn’t been seen in nine days, has skipped scheduled meetings
with foreign leaders — including U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and the prime
ministers of Singapore and Denmark — and may have been the reason President Hu
Jintao was delayed from attending the opening of the Asia-Pacific Econimic Co-
operation gathering.

Beijing won’t say what’s up. Xi may have hurt his back swimming, or be suffering some
other minor ailment. Asked to confirm he was alive, a Foreign Ministry spokesman
retorted: “I hope you can ask a serious question.”

It was a serious question. If Xi was visiting Washington, and Clinton didn’t turn up for
an expected meeting, you can bet an explanation would be sought and quickly supplied.
Even the Prime Minister’s Office, which hates telling anything to the press, would feel
obliged to offer a reason if Mr. Harper simply disappeared for nine days.

But China operates by its own rules. It is willing to comply with international norms
when it suits its needs, but resents any questioning of its domestic activities and sees no
reason to comply with accepted behaviours just because other countries do. It may be
increasingly wealthy and commercially sophisticated, but it is a very long way from
providing the legal certainty and political reliability needed for the kind of trade pact
Canadian business would expect.
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DSB111 - 9days ago
g If you in the media understand just ONE thing, its this:
There is no such thing as "free trade". Its a phony cliché that you fall for every time.

Just *try* to cross the US border and say, "I'm going to sell things in your county."
Just *try* to bring items from the US into Canada and say, "I'm an entrepreneur and I'm brin

There are multitudes of obstacles, red-tape, paper-work, monies to pay; lawyers, state govert
And when the US doesn't benefit, they just break the rules anyway. And China is the leader in

There IS such a thing as 'freer trade', and 'reciprocal trade. i.e. both parties benefit equally. Tk
11 . 3o Share >

MexicoGuy - 9daysago - parent

Not true. I owned a small manufacturing business in Calgary for 12 years (now retired) .
shipping my product to the U.S. with little red tape, and no taxes or customs fees. Abo
wide. If it wasn't for the free trade agreement between the two countries, I would not h
meeting customers and attending trade shows without one incident of being questione:
taking about.

4, 8. Share >

Adam Smith - 8daysago - parent
The U.S.A. is NOT China.

China doesn't do free-trade, they never have and they never wil. China
does mercantiism and they do it well; we're going to get eaten alive,

it's that simple.

8. 2. Share »

E Sontourian - 8daysago - parent
Ithink the better conversation or discussion is there is one thing as free tre

country can compete freely with the Chinese way of business. Labour laws
country in the world can remotely come close to China or India. Sure the ¢
but no one else wil. Whatever manufacturing we have left wil be dust in th
pirate s/w reverse engineer hardware goods and then re-sell it on the chea

1A o Share »

mel from surrey - 9daysago
Free Trade with dictatorships? If the people of the otther country have no say it can't be assu

Besides these "deals" don't create jobs or increase wages.
9. 20 Share >

Anonymous66 - 9daysago - parent
That's not the point - seling more resources is the point. I suppose a few more resourct

driving interest.
2. 5. Share >

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/graeme-hamilton-marois-swearing-in-ceremony-becomes-a-sovereigntist-farce/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/graeme-hamilton-marois-swearing-in-ceremony-becomes-a-sovereigntist-farce/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/matt-gurney-nasa-doesnt-just-think-warp-drive-is-possible-theyre-working-on-it/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/matt-gurney-nasa-doesnt-just-think-warp-drive-is-possible-theyre-working-on-it/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/joe-oconnor-selfishness-behind-growing-trend-for-couples-to-not-have-children/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/joe-oconnor-selfishness-behind-growing-trend-for-couples-to-not-have-children/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/18/brian-hutchinson-b-c-premier-avoids-sick-culture-in-legislature/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/18/brian-hutchinson-b-c-premier-avoids-sick-culture-in-legislature/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/john-ivison-pauline-marois-intent-on-scuttling-canadas-european-free-trade-deal/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/john-ivison-pauline-marois-intent-on-scuttling-canadas-european-free-trade-deal/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/scott-stinson-at-this-point-ontario-teacher-protests-are-only-hurting-students/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/scott-stinson-at-this-point-ontario-teacher-protests-are-only-hurting-students/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/kelly-mcparland-americans-appear-set-to-vote-for-the-candidate-they-dont-want/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/kelly-mcparland-americans-appear-set-to-vote-for-the-candidate-they-dont-want/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/18/matt-gurney-the-last-thing-marois-wants-is-a-proud-confident-quebec/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/18/matt-gurney-the-last-thing-marois-wants-is-a-proud-confident-quebec/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/18/john-ivison-with-decorum-declining-in-ottawa-its-nice-to-see-the-ndp-tories-find-a-common-cause-screwing-the-liberals/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/18/john-ivison-with-decorum-declining-in-ottawa-its-nice-to-see-the-ndp-tories-find-a-common-cause-screwing-the-liberals/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/michael-den-tandt-census-increase-in-non-conventional-families-suggests-social-conservatism-dead-politically/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/michael-den-tandt-census-increase-in-non-conventional-families-suggests-social-conservatism-dead-politically/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/kelly-mcparland-harpers-pension-reforms-mean-less-time-at-the-trough-for-future-mps/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/kelly-mcparland-harpers-pension-reforms-mean-less-time-at-the-trough-for-future-mps/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/national-post-editorial-board-commending-adrian-dix-for-putting-truth-back-in-politics/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/national-post-editorial-board-commending-adrian-dix-for-putting-truth-back-in-politics/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/06/04/marni-soupcoff-giving-a-student-a-zero-shows-you-care/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/08/31/lynden-dorval-edmontons-mr-zero-gets-a-lesson-in-school-conduct/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/08/31/lynden-dorval-edmontons-mr-zero-gets-a-lesson-in-school-conduct/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/18/michael-den-tandt-thomas-mulcairs-impossible-mission-pilfer-ontario-from-the-tories/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/18/michael-den-tandt-thomas-mulcairs-impossible-mission-pilfer-ontario-from-the-tories/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/george-jonas-why-george-soros-is-wrong-about-the-european-union/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/19/george-jonas-why-george-soros-is-wrong-about-the-european-union/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/20/father-raymond-j-de-souza-u-s-embassy-attacks-show-a-country-in-decline/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/20/father-raymond-j-de-souza-u-s-embassy-attacks-show-a-country-in-decline/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/20/tasha-kheiriddin-on-the-census-the-family-road-less-travelled/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/09/20/tasha-kheiriddin-on-the-census-the-family-road-less-travelled/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/category/full-comment/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/tag/bo-xilai/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/tag/chinese-corruption/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/tag/chinese-government/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/tag/chinese-trade/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/tag/free-trade-agreements/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/tag/gu-kailai/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/tag/steophen-harper/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/tag/xi-jinping/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

mel from surrey - 9daysago - parent
You don't need free trade deals to sell resources.
7. 020 Share »

Skeptik - 9daysago

Free trade with China is one thing, the other thing is that China is Iran's biggest trading partne
Harper hypocrisy?

9. 3. Share >

Powell_Lucas - 9daysago - parent

No it's not. Harper tried the principled line and all he saw was Canada's competitors, incl
Zipping past him as they tried to cut deals while mouthing platitudes for the home crow
attempts to reform the senate. Since the provinces and the opposition won't get on bc
else, only harder.

2.0 1o Share »

Skeptik - 8daysago - parent
So your conclusion is that Harper abandons his convictions because others don't

convictions demand. Does that mean he's better than others or bereft of princip
1Al o Share »

Sontourian - 8daysago - parent
Canadian companies can legally sell to Iran, as long as the goods are not intended for n

through China to get to Iran. Besides you cant sell nuclear or military products to the C

0N o Share >

Michael from the real world - 9daysago - parent
Do you not htink that a trade agreement is rather larger than any one man? [and there
1. i3, ° Share>

J Villain - 9 daysago
Isure hope the writer isn't trying to make the case that there is no corruption in Canada. Tha
3 A o Share >

jefffff - 8 daysago

Mr, Harper would do well to remember that he is representing all
Canadians , not just the large corporations, when he is dealing with the
cruel Chinese Communist Party.

The

Chinese Communist Party is a brutal corrupt gangster regime that has
murdered eighty milion of its own people since 1949 and since 1999 has
been attempting the genocide of tens of milions of innocent Falun Gong
practitioners by the use of torture, slavery, organ harvesting and
murder. Our governments and media say nothing about these heinous acts
because of corporate greed. This is the truth about Red China, thank
you.

2 A i ° Share>

Average Canadian - 9 days ago
dear leader harpo wil do whatever he can to ensure as much communist ownership of Aberte

Sadly the people of Alberta support the dear leaders plans to make sure the Chinese military n
7.0 6o Share »

ibmetom - 9daysago
Stevie hated a State owned oil company with such passion that he made it his life's work to de
State owned oil company may dictate policy in the patch and this time it will have Stevie's bles

9. 8. Share >

Hugh Jorgan - 9days ago
Like it or not folks, we may have to trade with some countries whom we don't partlcularly car
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as everyone else'.
3 3

Anti-Muslim film ‘no excuse for attacks,” Barack Obama
says as protests continue | World | News | National Post
2 » 628 comments
— I am originally from Poland. I would like to see the Muslims try
to protest in front of the American...

5 days ago

Kelly McParland: Harper’s pension reforms mean less
time at the trough for future MPs
17 hours ago

— Ilike the changes a lot, but why are they being
grandfathered in? We have a majority Conservative ...
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