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$17M lotto winner bitter over prolonged
dispute
Plans to sue lottery corporation for pain, suffering and lost interest
Last Updated: Monday, November 2, 2009 | 10:50 PM ET Comments108Recommend72
CBC News

Seguro Ndabene says he plans to sue the
Western Canada Lottery Corp. after his big lotto win in January — his
fifth in the last five years — was held up by an investigation. (CBC)

A convoluted lottery-related court claim has been dropped, paving the
way for a Calgary-area man to take home $17 million — his fifth major
jackpot in five years.

Seguro Ndabene, who lives in Airdrie, Alta., told CBC News last week
that he won the Super 7 draw on Jan. 16.

The Western Canada Lottery Corp., which routinely investigates any
lotto wins of more than $10,000, had named Ndabene the rightful
winner, but then a second party came forward to dispute his claim.

A man named Antonin Koprnicky said Ndabene's winning ticket was
part of a group-buying venture organized by a lotto kiosk in Airdrie.

The competing claims got so complicated that the lottery corporation
turned over the case to the Alberta Court of Queen's Bench.
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'You know, I like this guy's
horseshoes'

—Yves Blanchette, lotto kiosk owner

But on Monday, Koprnicky's lawyer informed the court that there were
no longer any challenges to the jackpot.

"We're not resisting Mr.
Ndabene's claim to have
payments made out of
court," Tyler Derksen
said.

Ndabene will receive his winnings when legal paperwork is completed,
expected to be on Tuesday.

"I feel I have been respected and my wishes come true," said Ndabene,
who says he has no system for playing the lotto.

Ndabene has won four previous jackpots from buying hundreds of lotto
tickets every week:

$1 million in the Western 6/49 in 2004.
$100,000 in the Super 7 Extra from a ticket bought in Calgary in
2006.
$1 million and then another $50,000 in the Western 6/49 in Airdrie,
Alta., in 2008.

Ndabene said he plans to sue the Western Canada Lottery Corp. for
withholding his winnings for months and not paying any interest.

'Amounting to torture'

"This was amounting to torture, to torture me because I won several
times. I cannot refuse to accept the money that I won rightfully. I played
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the ticket. They advertised the money. I paid for the ticket. I won the
money and they refused to pay me right away," he said.

Yves Blanchette, who owns the Airdrie kiosk where Ndabene bought
the winning ticket, can't believe his customer's luck.

"You know, I like this guy's horseshoes," Blanchette said. "This will be
good for my business. They give you a picture of the winning guy to put
on the wall, and if I have his picture on the wall I can double my
income."

Koprnicky, the man who disputed Ndabene's claim, is Blanchette's
brother-in-law.

"My brother-in-law has lots of problems and tried maybe with this to try
and help himself," Blanchette said. "He was trying and then seemed to
wake up and he realized, 'What the hell am I doing?' "
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ScottinOttawa wrote:Posted 2009/11/03
at 12:12 PM ETbobboberan wrote: 
Posted 2009/11/03 
at 11:19 AM EThe buys hundreds of tickets per week winning often is not unusual under those
circumstances you play that much money you are going to win just not large jackpots like him 
================================================== 
OHHHHHHH you mean, odds ARE relevant? 

I agree sir. Now could you work out the odds of him winning if he spends, lets say 40$ a DAY on it (think
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im being generous there). I think the odds will tell you a different story once you are done doing some
thinking.
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RealEyes wrote:Posted 2009/11/03
at 11:53 AM ETThis comment has been removed by the moderator.
Johnny63 wrote:Posted 2009/11/03
at 11:22 AM ETI wonder how much the Canadian government gave him to get into the country.maybe he
could pay back some of it now . If he is a little bit Palsy-Wlsy with a ticket seller it makes you wonder if
everything is on the up and up
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PointofTruth wrote:Posted 2009/11/03
at 11:20 AM ETMan, I can't believe the sour grapes on this board. I am happy for this guy having won what
we all dream about. I think there is a lot of envy and resentment out there because it wasn't YOU. Nobody
has proven he has done anything nefarious. Until they do, I wish him happiness with the money he won.
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BCHimself wrote:Posted 2009/11/03
at 11:20 AM ETCome on folks get off the jealosy kick ..... boo hoo, so sad and get over it as you'll never
ever win the big one like this fellow just did ! Ha, ha ....
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Comments on this story are pre-moderated. Before they appear, comments are reviewed by moderators to
ensure they meet our submission guidelines.

Comments are open and welcome until Monday, November 09, 2009 at 11:59 p.m. ET.
We reserve the right to close comments before then.

Post your comment

Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you
acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part
thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are pre-moderated/reviewed and published
according to our submission guidelines.
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