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Department said. Because of a traditional preference for male
heirs, many Chinese also have aborted female fetuses, according
to human rights groups.

Even within the country, calls to overhaul the law have increased
in recent years, China Daily said.

But China has said it will maintain its one-child policy for at least
another decade.

Nearly 200 million Chinese will enter child-bearing age in the next
10 years, Minister Zhang Weiqing told China Daily two years ago.
He said abandoning the policy during this period would cause
"serious problems and add extra pressure on social and economic
development.”

"After the new birth peak ends, we may adjust the policy if there is
a need," he said.

China's population, which stands at about 1.3 billion, is growing at

the rate of 0.6 percent. It is expected to peak around 1.6 billion by
2050, the U.S. State Department said.
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