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Childcare, Chinese style: Rickshaw driver chains
two-year-old son to a post while he's at work
By Mail Foreign Service
Last updated at 4:03 PM on 04th February 2010

At first sight it seems the ultimate in child cruelty - a two-year-old boy chained to a lamp post to stop him getting
away.

Yet his parents say this is the only way they can guarantee not to lose him.

His father Chen Chuanliu works as an unlicensed rickshaw cyclist in Beijing, taking fares all over the city, while
the boy's disabled mother collects rubbish at the roadside.

Chained: Two-year-old Chen Chuanliu is regularly padlocked to a tree while his
rickshaw driver father touts for customers in Beijing 
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No escape: The padlock securing the toddler

They say they secured their son, Lao Lu, with a padlock around his ankle because his four-year-old sister Ling
was 'stolen' from them last month.

Child snatching is rife in China, where strict laws govern the size of families.

Concerned passers-by spotted the shackled toddler outside Huaguan Shopping Mall in Liangxiang. 

They reported his father to the authorities, who yesterday ordered him to remove the chain although it was not
clear what arrangements he would make in future.

There is no nursery place for Lao Lu because his 42-year-old father is a migrant worker from another province,
Szechuan, and therefore does not qualify for state help. The family live in one room, 9ft by 8ft.

Chen said he could not afford to pay for childcare on his earnings of £4.50 a day and had refused offers of 'a lot
of money' to give his son up for adoption.

'My wife cannot take care of him and I have to work to support my family. So I chain him to a pole when I have
a fare.

'I don't even have a picture of my daughter to use for a missing-person poster. I cannot lose my son as well.' 
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Chen Chuanliu insists chaining up son Lao Lu is for his own good
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Isn't China still technically a Communist Government..?? ....don't they have a State sponsored nursery and school system.?? Isn't
that the point of Communism..? 

Poor little kid - I hope he makes it big one day.

- Chris Shaw, Overseas, 04/2/2010 14:39
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I think I would have to walk in his shoes and be in his situation before I can pass judgement from my comfy western life 
- Paula, Oxford, 3/2/2010 18:05 

After many years, finally a sensible comment here on the DM forums. 
- Brit Expat, France, 4/2/2010 8:17 

Well said.
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- Dawn, Middlesbrough, England, 04/2/2010 14:19
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The posting from the person in Arizona is proof there are self-loathing americans that are clueless on economics. 

Here are some facts. 
China has an economic growth rate of somewhere around 10%+. We have a growth rate of 2%+ and our economy is in the tank.
The US creating the debt hasnt hurt china, it has hurt US. If we stopped buying from China, that means they would no longer be
buying all our debt, their economy would go down buy ½ or more. 

China's problem has little to do with the US. It has to do with their population. About ¼ to 1/3 of china's population live in the middle
class/upper class. That means that ¾ to 2/3 live in the lower class. 

Even at china's growth rate, they can not create enough jobs to pull 300 to 500 MILLION people into the middle class. 

That is this guy is earning only a few dollars a day.

- philip dean, Dallas, Texas, The greatest country the world has ever known, 04/2/2010 14:03
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Needs must when you have to work. 

In this country they just leave them on the streets while they collect their Dole.

- Pickles, Lincolnshire, 04/2/2010 13:47
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Communism is bad-the leaders say it's for the good of the people, but this isn't true! Heartbreaking!

- Amy, Birmingham Alabama, 04/2/2010 13:40

Click to rate     Rating   43

Report abuse

To see the story really breaks my heart, the father is only doing this out of desperate means , it makes you really appreciate the
things we have. I would really like to donate and help out this poor guy and kid if there was a way. Perhaps the Daily Mail could
help.

- Anon, UK, 04/2/2010 13:38

Click to rate     Rating   164

Report abuse

The views expressed in the contents above are those of our users and do not necessarily reflect the views of MailOnline.

Today's headlines
Most Read

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=1248252&commentId=22619922
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=1248252&commentId=22619738
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=1248252&commentId=22619427
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=1248252&commentId=22619345
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/reportAbuseInComment.html?articleId=1248252&commentId=22619321
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#rc2p1-1
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true#rc2p1-2


10-02-04 4:49 PMChinese boy chained to lamp post by dad | Mail Online

Page 5 of 6http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true

'Torture brothers' social services under fire again after two girls are beaten and sent to school in lice-ridden clothes
UK Toyota owners forced to wait a week for fix
Expenses fiasco as MPs ordered to repay £1.3m - but judge says 'they've done nothing wrong'
Man, 94, stabbed to death in his home as he battled against intruders trying to steal his TV
'He can do whatever he likes with his body': Avram Grant's wife defends his visit to 'brothel'
'Chick-lit' author killed herself after marriage break-up
UK's drunkest driver who was SIX TIMES over the limit is jailed
European economy panic leads to euro tumble and jolt in stock market
Miracle as three-year-old girl's brain tumour vanishes
Migrants must EARN benefits, says Labour's Hodge
Teen migrant found hiding behind car dashboard
Britain's roads in multi-million pound pothole pit as winter ravages roads
Easter hols fear as £800k-a-year Spanish air traffic controllers threaten strike over pay
Schools' pregnancy tests for 13-year-olds
Grandfather was unlawfully killed by foreign doctor on first shift in UK
Students at all-women Cambridge college asked to be quieter having sex
Commuter trains from Calais 'could be running before 2012 Olympics', claims French mayor
Bank holds rates at record 0.5% low
Armed robbery goes up in (pink) smoke: Moment tuxedo raider got smothered in dye
Police 'can't attend every 999 call', claims Chief Constable
Police spend £1,500 on aerial photo to prove mobile phone offence
Prince Charles defends climate change theory
Cameron: Gay refugees should get asylum
Father finds inch-long razor blade inside his baby's new Primark shoes
Kite surfer dies in mass shark attack in Florida
Swine flu website and helpline are shut down
Avalanche kills British soldier and buries two others during training exercise
Monopoly celebrates 75th anniversary with a new round board... and no cash
Young women 'shoved into coffins to scare them into life of prostitution'
Father breaks down in tears as he tells court how he tried to save children poisoned by gas leak in Corfu
MORE HEADLINES

Look what you're missing: Toni Terry looks stunning on Dubai beach as she escapes furore over husband's sex scandal
She's the French-born mistress of John Terry. This examination of WAG Vanessa Perroncel reveals she's a woman of truly
voracious ambition
Retired Texan millionaire held after the British wife he met online is knifed to death
Best-selling 'chick-lit' author killed herself after marriage break-up
'Torture brothers' social services under fire again after two girls are beaten and sent to school in lice-ridden clothes
Chinese girl, 9, becomes one of world's youngest mothers after giving birth to a baby boy
'He can do whatever he likes with his body': Wife of football manager Avram Grant defends his visit to 'brothel'
Migrants must EARN benefits, says Labour minister Margaret Hodge as she aims to 'lance boil of resentment'
BBC 'bounty hunters' row: Anger at show that lets firms track down relatives to cash in on unclaimed wills
Nature lover lost in North Sea saved by woman who spotted his camera flashing... 350 miles away
Premier League manager Avram Grant faces police quiz in brothel inquiry
Teenage Vietnamese immigrant is discovered hiding behind car dashboard at Dover
Childcare, Chinese style: Rickshaw driver chains two-year-old son to a post while he's at work
Teenage 'bling ring gang' burgled Paris Hilton's £4m mansion after she left key under doormat
Students at all-girl  Cambridge college sent email asking them to be quieter when having sex
Not at Disneyland! The souvenir photo that 'shows a man groping a woman on a theme park ride'
Farmer who built secret castle behind straw bales loses High Court bid to save it from demolition
'Bully' deputy head teacher is sacked after death of bulimia victim
British Toyota owners forced to wait an extra week for repairs... as U.S. drivers get quick fix
It's REAL: Russian doctors confirm picture of mugging victim with a six-inch knife in her back is genuine
D-Day for John Terry as Vanessa Perroncel prepares to tell all  and England manager Capello flies in for showdown talks
Judges' watchdog investigates Cherie Blair after she spares 'devout' man from jail
Father finds inch-long razor blade inside his baby's new Primark shoes
MPs' expenses farce: Scathing report orders HALF of them to repay £1.3m but judge says 'they've done nothing wrong'
MOST READ IN DETAIL

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248458/Two-girls-beaten-sent-school-lice-ridden-clothes-horrific-years-abuse.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248294/Toyota-plunged-chaos-million-cars-recalled-worldwide.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248422/Sir-Thomas-Legg-orders-MPs-repay-1-3million-overclaimed-expenses.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248576/Man-94-stabbed-death-home-battled-intruders-trying-steal-TV.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248497/Avram-Grants-defends-husband-brothel-visit-He-likes-body.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248414/Best-selling-chick-lit-author-kills-marriage-break-up.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248516/UKs-drunkest-driver-times-limit-jailed.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248584/European-economy-crisis-panic-leads-euro-tumble-jolt-stock-market.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-1248470/Girl-3-recovers-brain-tumour-simply-disappears.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248364/Time-lance-boil-resentment-unfairness-immigration-says-Labours-Margaret-Hodge-prepares-fight-BNP.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248385/Teenage-Vietnamese-immigrant-discovered-hiding-car-dashboard-Dover.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248541/Britains-road-network-multi-million-pound-pothole-pit-winter-ravages-roads.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248471/Spain-holiday-risk-countrys-air-traffic-controllers-threaten-strike.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248478/Girls-young-13-given-pregnancy-tests-school.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248451/Dr-Daniel-Ubani-Patient-unlawfully-killed-foreign-doctor.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248487/Students-women-Cambridge-college-sent-email-asking-quieter-having-sex.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248558/Metro-commuter-trains-Calais-Kent-running-2012-Olympics.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248469/Bank-England-suspends-quantitative-easing-scheme-holds-rates-0-5.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248570/Armed-bank-robber-enveloped-hot-pink-smoke-security-dye-explodes-following-cash-raid.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248418/Police-attend-999--people-dont-expect-claims-Chief-Constable.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248483/Farce-plane-launched-police-costing-1-500-prove-case-motorist.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248513/Prince-Charles-hits-climate-change-sceptics-scientist-calls-critics-provide-evidence-views.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248484/Cameron-Gay-refugees-Africa-given-asylum-UK.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248401/Father-finds-inch-long-razor-blade-inside-babys-new-Primark-shoes.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248530/Kite-surfer-dies-mass-shark-attack-Florida.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248473/Swine-flu-panic-national-website-helpline-shut-down.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248580/Avalanche-kills-British-soldier-traps-training-exercise.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248532/Monopoly-celebrates-75-years-modern-makeover-contemporary-property-prices-match.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248525/Young-women-shoved-coffins-scare-forced-life-prostitution.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248437/Trial-Thomas-Cook-employees-charged-deaths-children-Corfu-gas-leak-begins.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/headlines/index.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248362/John-Terry-scandal-Toni-Poole-escapes-furore-Dubai-beach.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248368/John-Terry-mistress-This-examination-WAG-Vanessa-Perroncel-reveals-shes-woman-truly-voracious-ambition.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248264/Wife-Texan-millionaire-Harold-Landry-stabbed-death.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248414/Chick-lit-author-Susan-Morgan-kills-marriage-break-up.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248458/Two-girls-beaten-sent-school-lice-ridden-clothes-horrific-years-abuse.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1247889/Chinese-girl-9-gives-birth-health-baby-boy.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248497/Avram-Grants-defends-husband-brothel-visit-He-likes-body.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248364/Margaret-Hodge-says-migrants-EARN-benefits-takes-BNP.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248377/BBC-bounty-hunters-row-Anger-lets-firms-track-relatives-cash-unclaimed-wills.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248272/Nature-lover-lost-North-Sea-saved-woman-spotted-camera-flashing--350-miles-away.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248382/Avram-Grant--Premier-League-football-manager-face-police-quiz-brothel-inquiry.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248385/Teenage-Vietnamese-immigrant-discovered-hiding-car-dashboard-Dover.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248280/Teenage-bling-ring-gang-burgled-Paris-Hiltons-4m-mansion-shes-dumb-target.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248487/Students-girl-Cambridge-college-sent-email-asking-quieter-having-sex.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248461/Is-moment-woman-groped-fellow-passenger-Disneyland-ride.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248226/Farmers-secret-castle-demolished-court-rules.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248188/Teacher-sacked-bullying-female-colleague-died-bulimia.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248294/Toyota-owners-Britian-forced-wait-extra-week-repairs.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248155/The-mugging-victim-inch-knife--didnt-notice.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248568/Has-John-Terrys-lover-signed-kiss-sell-deal-Vanessa-Perroncels-publicist-Max-Clifford-pictured-contract.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248402/Cherie-Blair-spares-violent-thug-jail-religious-man.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248401/Father-finds-inch-long-razor-blade-inside-babys-new-Primark-shoes.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1248422/Sir-Thomas-Legg-orders-MPs-repay-1-3million-overclaimed-expenses.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/mostread/index.html?channel=news


10-02-04 4:49 PMChinese boy chained to lamp post by dad | Mail Online

Page 6 of 6http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html?printingPage=true

 

Find this story at www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1248252/Chinese-boy-chained-lamp-post-dad.html

Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd
Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group

© Associated Newspapers Ltd

http://www.and.co.uk/

