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Thousands protest against Berlusconi
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Demonstrators attend a rally near Milan call for the prime minister to resign and hold a banner

saying “Berlusconi go away! You steal our dignity!”
Thousands of protesters converged on Milan over the weekend to call for Silvio Berlusconi to
resign as prime minister in the face of an escalating corruption and sex scandal.
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The rallies came at the end of a week of mounting judicial accusations about “Rubygate”, as
Italy has come to call the latest investigations into Mr Berlusconi’s relations with suspected
prostitutes.

Mr Berlusconi and his rightwing allies also suffered a damaging defeat in parliament on
Thursday over proposed changes to Italy’s tax system, which opposition leaders said
confirmed the sense of a paralysed government undermined by scandals.

Converging at an arena on the outskirts of Milan on Saturday, speakers including Roberto
Saviano, the anti-mafia journalist, Umberto Eco, author and academic, and Paul Ginsborg,
Anglo-Italian historian, led thousands of protesters in calling on Mr Berlusconi to resign “for the
sake of Italy”.

“We have come here to defend the honour of Italy,” Mr Eco said to some of the longest
applause of the event. “To prove to foreigners we are not all dummies.”

More than 9,000 protesters, some waving ltalian flags, filled the Palasharp arena in Milan to
capacity, while crowds of several hundred people were camped outside the gates listening to
the event broadcast through loud speakers.

At a rally outside Mr Berlusconi’s personal residence near Milan on Sunday, people carried
banners reading “Berlusconi Get Out” and “Quit Buffoon”.

Around 100 protesters, some of them throwing bottles, clashed with police, as the crowd
sought to get to the gates of the prime minister’s villa, according to Italian news reports.

Yet despite numerous references by the speakers and those in the crowd to the popular
uprisings in Egypt and Tunisia, the rallies served as much to highlight the crisis among ltaly’s
left and the traditionally powerful intellectual elite that has failed to coalesce around a figure to
mount significant opposition to Mr Berlusconi.

Mr Ginsborg, when asked if he saw a “springtime” in the opposition movement, said:
“Honestly, no”.

“I've come here because | no longer know my country,” said Roberto Boara, 30, a bank
employee in Milan.

“We are a member of Europe only in terms of geography, in culture and politics we have
become like an undeveloped country”.

Mr Berlusconi on Friday rejected a request by prosecutors to search his offices in Milan that

are suspected to have been used by his accountant to manage payments to alleged prostitutes,

including an underage Moroccan with the stage name of Ruby.

The prime minister is also accused of abuse of office in persuading a Milan police chief to
release the Moroccan teenager from custody last May. He rejects the accusations.

Whether they search the billionaire prime minister’s offices or not, prosecutors said they
intended to present their case to a preliminary judge this coming week.

Copyright The Financial Times Limited 2011. You may share using our article tools. Please don't cut
articles from FT.com and redistribute by email or post to the web.

» Print article  » Email article » Clip this article » Order reprints

(] Twitter 2 Digg [1] LinkedIn b/ Yahoo! Buzz a® Delicious
% reddit [I% BX K3 Facebook gV stumbleupon - Viadeo
FT Home

Advertise with the FT « Media centre « FT Newspaper subscriptions « FT Conferences « FT Syndication
Partner sites: Chinese FT.com « The Mergermarket Group = Investors Chronicle « Exec-Appointments.com « Money Media

© LIVERPOOL

DEALS & DEALMAKERS

What are the prospects for dealmaking? The final part of
the Deals & Dealmakers series focuses on whether the
past year has lived up to expectations, methods of
financing, and the outlook for the coming year.

More

Download the FT's award-winning
iPad Edition for free »

We live in FINANCIAL TIMES"

LATEST HEADLINES FROM CNN

Mubarak reform pledge rejected

ASEAN pushes Thailand-Cambodia talks to resolve temple
dispute

Fallout of Juarez violence felt in El Paso, Texas

Border police, customs officials detained in smuggling raids
Hitler card game maker faces German prosecution

More
Jobs Business for sale Contracts & tenders
SEARCH Enter keywords

Finance Manager
Dairy Crest

Regional Performance Director
Serco

European Business Development & Commercial
Executive
Bank of America

Director of Internal Audit
KAUST

RECRUITERS

FT.com can deliver talented individuals across all industries
around the world
Post a job now

RELATED SERVICES
FT Lexicon MBA-Direct.com
FT Bespoke Forums FT Newspaper subscriptions
Market research FT Diaries
Growth companies FT Conferences
Corporate subscriptions FT Syndication services
Luxury Travel brochures The Non-Executive Director

Analyst Research

Site map « Contact us = About us = Help

Corporate subscriptions « FT Group « Careers at the FT
The Banker = fDi Intelligence MBA-Direct.com The Non-Executive Director

© Copyright The Financial Times Ltd 2011. "FT" and "Financial Times" are trademarks of The Financial Times Ltd. Privacy policy « Terms


http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3aa8/0/0/%2a/y;233420677;4-0;1;47694225;3454-728/90;39814027/39831814/1;u=eid=6932748,uuid=7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0,ts=20110208150833;~sscs=%3fhttp://liverpool.ohecampus.com/index.php?refcode=wwfit1xxxx
http://www.ft.com/
http://www.ft.com/
http://www.ft.com/world
http://www.ft.com/world/europe
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/60b779f6-2fc0-11e0-91f8-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/f56faa2c-2efe-11e0-88ec-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/4e1ddc82-2b1e-11e0-a65f-00144feab49a.html
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/copyright
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0,dwp_uuid=7c485a38-2f7a-11da-8b51-00000e2511c8,print=yes.html
http://storytools.ft.com/storyTools/emailThis.html?uuid=7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0
http://clippings.ft.com/clipthis/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcms%2Fs%2F0%2F7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&title=Thousands+protest+against+Berlusconi&note=Thousands+of+protesters+converged+on+Milan+over+the+weekend+to+call+for+Silvio+Berlusconi+to+resign+as+prime+minister+in+the+face+of+an+escalating+corruption+and+sex+scandal&datepublished=2011-02-6+18%3A14%3A00
http://storytools.ft.com/storyTools/reprintOrRepublish.html?uuid=7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0
http://twitter.com/home?status=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Europe%20-%20Thousands%20protest%20against%20Berlusconi
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Europe%20-%20Thousands%20protest%20against%20Berlusconi
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Europe%20-%20Thousands%20protest%20against%20Berlusconi
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=financial_tim933&guid=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ft.com%2Fcms%2Fs%2F0%2F7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&noui&jump=close&url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Europe%20-%20Thousands%20protest%20against%20Berlusconi
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Europe%20-%20Thousands%20protest%20against%20Berlusconi
http://bx.businessweek.com/api/add-article-to-bx.tn?url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&t=FT.com%20/%20Europe%20-%20Thousands%20protest%20against%20Berlusconi
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Europe%20-%20Thousands%20protest%20against%20Berlusconi
http://www.viadeo.com/shareit/share/?urllanguage=en&urlaffiliate=40502&encoding=UTF-8&url=http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0.html&title=FT.com%20/%20Europe%20-%20Thousands%20protest%20against%20Berlusconi
http://www.ft.com/advertising
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/mediacentre
https://www.ftnewspaper.com/cgi-bin/ftusa.cgi/showWorldMap
http://www.ftconferences.co.uk/
http://www.ftlatest.com/syndication
http://www.ft.com/corporate
http://www.ft.com/aboutus/ft-group-companies
http://www.careersatft.com/
http://www.ftchinese.com/
http://www.mergermarket.com/public/default.asp?pagename=aboutus_group
http://www.investorschronicle.co.uk/
http://www.exec-appointments.com/
http://www.money-media.com/
http://www.thebanker.com/
http://fdiintelligence.com/
http://www.mba-direct.com/
http://www.non-execs.com/
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/copyright
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/privacy
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/terms
http://lexicon.ft.com/
http://www.ftconferences.com/FTBFHome.asp
http://www.ft.com/research/marketresearchfinder
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/growthcompanyinvestors
http://www.ft.com/corporate
http://www.distinctiontravel.com/?partner=46&tag=link.relatedservices
https://commerce.uk.reuters.com/purchase/mostPopular.do?rpc=471
http://www.mba-direct.com/
http://www.ft.com/map
http://www.letts.co.uk/ft/
http://www.ftconferences.co.uk/
http://www.ftlatest.com/syndication
http://www.non-execs.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3aa8/3/0/%2a/s%3B225880900%3B1-0%3B2%3B47694225%3B2383-336/60%3B38676581/38694338/1%3Bu%3Deid%3D6932748%2Cuuid%3D7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0%2Cts%3D20110208150835%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.ft.com/dealmakers
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3aa8/0/0/%2a/u;233802504;0-0;1;47694225;4307-300/250;39849204/39866991/1;u=eid=6932748,uuid=7fc87566-3213-11e0-a820-00144feabdc0,ts=20110208150835;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.ft.com/ipad
http://edition.cnn.com/BUSINESS/
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/02/08/egypt.protests/index.html?eref=ft
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/02/08/cambodia.thailand.violence/index.html?eref=ft
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/americas/02/08/mexico.teens.killed/index.html?eref=ft
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/europe/02/08/romania.smuggling.raids/index.html?eref=ft
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/europe/02/08/germany.hitler.cards/index.html?eref=ft
http://edition.cnn.com/BUSINESS/
http://www.exec-appointments.com/jobs/viewAd.asp?id=176685
http://www.exec-appointments.com/jobs/viewAd.asp?id=176928
http://www.exec-appointments.com/jobs/viewAd.asp?id=176827
http://www.exec-appointments.com/jobs/viewAd.asp?id=176790
http://www.ft.com/postajob
http://www.ft.com/
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/sitemap
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help/contactus
http://www.ft.com/aboutus
http://www.ft.com/servicestools/help
http://www.businessesforsale.com/ft
http://www.businessesforsale.com/ft/notices
http://news.ft.com/jobs

