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(Reuters) - At least 10 Afghan civilians were killed
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insurgents attacked a hotel frequented by Analysis & Opinion
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the Reuters witnesses said. Bursts of gunfire were heard over the same period and flares lit up the
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Reuters television footage showed police firing tracer rounds into the air as other officers moved

through the hotel. Power was cut in the hotel and in surrounding areas after the attack.
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Violence has flared across Afghanistan since the Taliban announced the start of a spring offensive
at the beginning of May, although Kabul has been relatively quiet.

The last major attack on a major Kabul hotel used by foreigners was in January 2008, when
several Taliban gunmen killed six people in a commando-style raid on the nearby Serena hotel.

The increase in violence comes as NATO-led forces prepare to hand security responsibility to
Afghans in seven areas from next month at the start of a gradual transition process that will end
with all foreign troops leaving Afghanistan by the end of 2014.
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BofA near $8.5 billion
settlement on securities

CHARLOTTE, N.C./NEW YORK (Reuters) -
Bank of America Corp is close to a deal to pay
$8.5 billion to settle claims from a group of
powerful investors that lost money on
mortgage-backed securities, a person familiar
with the matter said on Tuesday.
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