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G:!vemor General DavidJohnston
presents /he medal ofM/itaTy Valour to
Captain IMlliam Todd Relding ofNiagara
Falls. 071.. during a ceremotly at Rideau
Hallin Otal'oB on Thursday; Januaty 26,
2012.1HECANADIANPR£SSISean
KilpatricJ(

OTTAWA-II 'MlS one of the those heart-slopping moments

every pilol WlO new in Afghanistan feared - the dull thud of
rounds hitting the helicopter and the smell of slTOke.

Bullor Cap'- William Todd Fielding, it wasn't some abstract
concern and on Thursday he was awarded the country's third
highest valour decoration for lo'tIat he dfd in the critical
moments after the Taliban sprayed his CH--147 Chinook v.1lh
gunfire.

Fielding was alTPng seven melTbers of the Canadian Forces
to receive the Medal of Military Valour from Governor General
David Johnston in a cerem:my at Rideau Hall.

Hs helicopter was hit in the fuel tank and inmediately caught

fire as it took off from a forward position in the volatile Panjwaii
district, west of Kandahar city on Aug. 5, 2010.

The native of Niagara Falls, Ont., managed to land the
burning chopper in the middle of insurgent controlled territory
and get everyone off safely Voithout any casualties.

The other recipients were soldiers and included Master-Cpl. Adam Ii:llmes, Master-CpL Gilles-Remi
Mikkelson, PIe. Philip Millar, Master-CpL Paul Mitchell, Pte. John Nelson, and Sg!. Graham verrier.

e,t: The Canadian Press
fblted: 011261'201211:47~ IComments; 14(including replies) I Last M::dfied: 0112&'201212:02 PM

Soldiers and pilot recognized for valour for
actions in Afghanistan
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BREAKING NEWS

Ii:llmes was recognized for actions that took place in Panjwaii thaI same brutal sutrrner of 2010, ....nen
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the 1st Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment battle group was locked in a series of bloody fights with
Taliban insurgents and forefgn fighters.

A native of Kapuskasing, Ont., Ii:llmes repeatedly elCPOsed himself to enemy fire and single-handedly

turned back a group of insurgents....no had come within 50 metres of his unit's position.

Both Mikkelson, Millar and Nelson were praised separately for delivering life-saving first afd treatment
to WJunded soldiers under fire.

Mitchell and verrier were recognized for holding their ground under fire and inspiring other soldiers in
separate battles in 2010.
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