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Ariz. Bill Could Require Reason for Birth Control
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Women in Arizona trying to get reimbursed for birth control drugs
through their employer-provided health plan could be required to prove
that they are taking it for a medical reason such as acne, rather than to
prevent pregnancy.

A bill nearing passage in the Republican-led Legislature allows all
employers, not just religious institutions, to opt out of providing
contraceptive coverage when doing so would violate their religious or
moral beliefs.

When a female worker uses birth control pills, which can be used to treat
a number of medical conditions, the bill would allow an employer who
opted out to require her to reveal what she was taking it for in order to get
reimbursed.

The bill thrusts the state into a raging national debate about religious
freedom and birth control, sparked after the Obama administration
required that employers must provide contraception coverage under the
federal health care overhaul.

A new study confirms that combination birth control pills cuts pain during menstruation. (Photodisc/Getty Images)
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After objections from religious groups, the administration changed
course, ordering that insurers, not employers, would have to pay for the
coverage. Republicans, social conservatives and some religious groups
believe the new order still violates their beliefs.

"We don't live in the Soviet Union," said the Arizona bill's
sponsor, Republican Rep. Debbie Lesko. "And so
government shouldn't be telling employers, Catholic
organizations and mom and pop (businesses) to do
something that's against their moral beliefs."

Critics say the bill allows employers to violate their
worker's privacy.

"Leave the care of medicine to women and their doctors,"
said Democratic state Rep. Lela Alston.

Arizona is among at least 26 states that generally require that health plans
cover contraceptives, though it's also among those that let churches and
other religious entities opt out of providing the coverage, according to the
National Conference of State Legislatures.

Under the Arizona bill, employers who opt out could make women
provide documentation from their health care provider.

Liza Love, a mental health worker, testified Monday before a Senate
committee to oppose the bill, saying she would be required to disclose
that she needed contraceptives to treat endometriosis, which is excessive
growth of the uterine lining.

"That's nothing that you as my employer ... have a right to know," she
said.

Opponents of the legislation suggested that the application process might
violate a federal law on privacy of medical information. A supporter,
Republican Rep. Edie Farnsworth, said it wouldn't because seeking
reimbursements is voluntary.

However, a legislative staff lawyer said it's not clear whether the current
opt-out or the expanded one violates other federal law, including the new
contraception coverage mandate being implemented by the Obama
administration.

House Rules Attorney Tim Fleming noted that attorneys general for seven
states sued to challenge the mandate on First Amendment grounds.

A national advocacy group for social conservatives, the Alliance Defense
Fund, said the current opt-out provision is too restrictive.

The bill would end uncertainty about "who is sufficiently religious to have
their rights of conscience protected," said Gary McCaleb, a lawyer for the
Arizona-based group.

1  2 

Get Pregnant Fast
7 Tips For Enhancing Your
Fertility Naturally
www.naturalfertilitycure.com

| NEXT PAGE

Login You need to be logged into Facebook to
see your friends' recent activity.

Woman, 92, Tells Bank: 'I'm Not Dead!'
854 people recommend this.

Four Questions for Bill Maher
1,305 people recommend this.

Billionaire Doesn't Want 'Holidaying' Kids
to Inherit
349 people recommend this.

Facebook social plugin

Follow Us

http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v6C03Cxki31Q--FUn1ClJ3jWUDS4is2r-As4JjqzxBMl61ndhK58Qd74elPj5-C0nodLrCLvnJ75LljejZ-jFx9mJcM8GajzYiLlCXEBSPy8_DAV6_a3V8NhJr0IqkTHtoLPMY1aOnAiMevKM9UM-Kyx1XqgFuII7iygwfK1g9WEUb6SvSXYX3ZWCdCYOXuSz_cE6BKB3aU7KmBYKV4uN5TtUjKIax-giPOLhmaLi3coARZU-lz_D9CJ_f8RT9KuzNVQJTK_mI_M96qocpRC-nAOfPHAQJmNzPdoDcwrzh9_1IRWV6Szli2Dhe7O_OPUKrLsEumwCFWgb
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v6C03Cxki31Q--FUn1ClJ3jWUDS4is2r-As4JjqzxBMl61ndhK58Qd74elPj5-C0nodLrCLvnJ75LljejZ-jFx9mJcM8GajzYiLlCXEBSPy8_DAV6_a3V8NhJr0IqkTHtoLPMY1aOnAiMevKM9UM-Kyx1XqgFuII7iygwfK1g9WEUb6SvSXYX3ZWCdCYOXuSz_cE6BKB3aU7KmBYKV4uN5TtUjKIax-giPOLhmaLi3coARZU-lz_D9CJ_f8RT9KuzNVQJTK_mI_M96qocpRC-nAOfPHAQJmNzPdoDcwrzh9_1IRWV6Szli2Dhe7O_OPUKrLsEumwCFWgb
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v6C03Cxki31Q--FUn1ClJ3jWUDS4is2r-As4JjqzxBMl61ndhK58Qd74elPj5-C0nodLrCLvnJ75LljejZ-jFx9mJcM8GajzYiLlCXEBSPy8_DAV6_a3V8NhJr0IqkTHtoLPMY1aOnAiMevKM9UM-Kyx1XqgFuII7iygwfK1g9WEUb6SvSXYX3ZWCdCYOXuSz_cE6BKB3aU7KmBYKV4uN5TtUjKIax-giPOLhmaLi3coARZU-lz_D9CJ_f8RT9KuzNVQJTK_mI_M96qocpRC-nAOfPHAQJmNzPdoDcwrzh9_1IRWV6Szli2Dhe7O_OPUKrLsEumwCFWgb
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vYf595Evam0iKUZLdXDua9SE_xrucS58hflRxRN2-t9etIsF5Ws2lJa9XRUelYq5pXi0pYrAuToMjIkFMS_ridC1ralFcZaYE1oRpJY9OUeS6qfLqORghBqglPEUR2OQjwTVYN6a-l-BmFMuF1xTnUR_frYcYVeScYU1GtEHI0BMUu_CvZ_juKYuxqYPDjSLFGj4ybCNIxyGE_G9gxXKoJWPP4WGdvHmrum3Tg6hFtenU-koyDGPrM3eGLlf-R88f16BOas3mvn7cZ2NCxgd5X7y3bDtTK2aNXrrjilaxrVoGcbN7YYwlXLlYijPTwqQ5NVQJTKssJE2H0tV5wrO3s6MLJVAQJmNzPYEx-XHX7AtIux2pXGAZX2_SgtNfzTtSuGsJz81Stg0F
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vYf595Evam0iKUZLdXDua9SE_xrucS58hflRxRN2-t9etIsF5Ws2lJa9XRUelYq5pXi0pYrAuToMjIkFMS_ridC1ralFcZaYE1oRpJY9OUeS6qfLqORghBqglPEUR2OQjwTVYN6a-l-BmFMuF1xTnUR_frYcYVeScYU1GtEHI0BMUu_CvZ_juKYuxqYPDjSLFGj4ybCNIxyGE_G9gxXKoJWPP4WGdvHmrum3Tg6hFtenU-koyDGPrM3eGLlf-R88f16BOas3mvn7cZ2NCxgd5X7y3bDtTK2aNXrrjilaxrVoGcbN7YYwlXLlYijPTwqQ5NVQJTKssJE2H0tV5wrO3s6MLJVAQJmNzPYEx-XHX7AtIux2pXGAZX2_SgtNfzTtSuGsJz81Stg0F
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4vYf595Evam0iKUZLdXDua9SE_xrucS58hflRxRN2-t9etIsF5Ws2lJa9XRUelYq5pXi0pYrAuToMjIkFMS_ridC1ralFcZaYE1oRpJY9OUeS6qfLqORghBqglPEUR2OQjwTVYN6a-l-BmFMuF1xTnUR_frYcYVeScYU1GtEHI0BMUu_CvZ_juKYuxqYPDjSLFGj4ybCNIxyGE_G9gxXKoJWPP4WGdvHmrum3Tg6hFtenU-koyDGPrM3eGLlf-R88f16BOas3mvn7cZ2NCxgd5X7y3bDtTK2aNXrrjilaxrVoGcbN7YYwlXLlYijPTwqQ5NVQJTKssJE2H0tV5wrO3s6MLJVAQJmNzPYEx-XHX7AtIux2pXGAZX2_SgtNfzTtSuGsJz81Stg0F
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v3HMD3QFG2paBl8W-KODskBcli3cmQ0tbmbDA15Vwyq0FU07qG6T00Vwd2s-weEol5HHwVO2TNx3M7Mz5Iyk9RZKV5nhtznz_JCMZ8d6jOCFgFu92jbnkuP94WzxW_d4FU6xRKwt7tuQAiZvIdfen8akhAwEZXtZA6CFdAEivIxCuxGm7_6c4zCPFPpEmFf6kPJPYJH14BRGSCKzLdsVnu8vzjxacjimGLuYksWOQ9oFHsMVof6SwNBZduniPcUK5BNpNDx7YD7UnVjwHEzdiiZ_yKlAG-GbW7uJyK4P_50c1VAlMXPL52j8zNZsf1Zw-jsFa-hAmY3M91o2ohApmHqEQZs3uWxyKpVSffhGiyTWoM-UrDTDNw6E
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v3HMD3QFG2paBl8W-KODskBcli3cmQ0tbmbDA15Vwyq0FU07qG6T00Vwd2s-weEol5HHwVO2TNx3M7Mz5Iyk9RZKV5nhtznz_JCMZ8d6jOCFgFu92jbnkuP94WzxW_d4FU6xRKwt7tuQAiZvIdfen8akhAwEZXtZA6CFdAEivIxCuxGm7_6c4zCPFPpEmFf6kPJPYJH14BRGSCKzLdsVnu8vzjxacjimGLuYksWOQ9oFHsMVof6SwNBZduniPcUK5BNpNDx7YD7UnVjwHEzdiiZ_yKlAG-GbW7uJyK4P_50c1VAlMXPL52j8zNZsf1Zw-jsFa-hAmY3M91o2ohApmHqEQZs3uWxyKpVSffhGiyTWoM-UrDTDNw6E
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v3HMD3QFG2paBl8W-KODskBcli3cmQ0tbmbDA15Vwyq0FU07qG6T00Vwd2s-weEol5HHwVO2TNx3M7Mz5Iyk9RZKV5nhtznz_JCMZ8d6jOCFgFu92jbnkuP94WzxW_d4FU6xRKwt7tuQAiZvIdfen8akhAwEZXtZA6CFdAEivIxCuxGm7_6c4zCPFPpEmFf6kPJPYJH14BRGSCKzLdsVnu8vzjxacjimGLuYksWOQ9oFHsMVof6SwNBZduniPcUK5BNpNDx7YD7UnVjwHEzdiiZ_yKlAG-GbW7uJyK4P_50c1VAlMXPL52j8zNZsf1Zw-jsFa-hAmY3M91o2ohApmHqEQZs3uWxyKpVSffhGiyTWoM-UrDTDNw6E
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v-tyM4ylmrQsGNlINjXHjzs3yJV5URU3BU9tIOfyI1tN7n1aRQfQjBxRqVP199vEPisws9GMqJ_ciyh6RvDZDdIZ7TFla94ldZJ4ZP_tat7qyJK0BllQm-RWbptX9VKdYN5l0rt9_HZnOg1tv7V9nTbtaC8MkcIv-r8rm9dXYdiK1mC5NYZE_OauqqEpfJtpQKXJJOBBK25j1tvHh0pBEljVUCUyX4lV1MaEft-Vg__Ha6ySFECZjcz2e2JgQs-SJp2IgTyGadXYY9Gv2V563qkzcRweqBSEfvw
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v-tyM4ylmrQsGNlINjXHjzs3yJV5URU3BU9tIOfyI1tN7n1aRQfQjBxRqVP199vEPisws9GMqJ_ciyh6RvDZDdIZ7TFla94ldZJ4ZP_tat7qyJK0BllQm-RWbptX9VKdYN5l0rt9_HZnOg1tv7V9nTbtaC8MkcIv-r8rm9dXYdiK1mC5NYZE_OauqqEpfJtpQKXJJOBBK25j1tvHh0pBEljVUCUyX4lV1MaEft-Vg__Ha6ySFECZjcz2e2JgQs-SJp2IgTyGadXYY9Gv2V563qkzcRweqBSEfvw
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=4v-tyM4ylmrQsGNlINjXHjzs3yJV5URU3BU9tIOfyI1tN7n1aRQfQjBxRqVP199vEPisws9GMqJ_ciyh6RvDZDdIZ7TFla94ldZJ4ZP_tat7qyJK0BllQm-RWbptX9VKdYN5l0rt9_HZnOg1tv7V9nTbtaC8MkcIv-r8rm9dXYdiK1mC5NYZE_OauqqEpfJtpQKXJJOBBK25j1tvHh0pBEljVUCUyX4lV1MaEft-Vg__Ha6ySFECZjcz2e2JgQs-SJp2IgTyGadXYY9Gv2V563qkzcRweqBSEfvw
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/OTUS/wireStory/arizona-relax-contraceptive-coverage-mandate-15931645?page=2
http://59623.r.msn.com/?ld=4vsPZ4apA8NtJrAFqWv9ZTQMJ2mf8dVlW8RNTu2JHOZ2IyWhRncIl2T0zkEGcgfZoV-SgsChG3vqhIORUUB_Z2pNTMdpe2fQ4WyRr_6cpaU0azkcFp-lygHFgc7irjP00FmG8m_VGOjolQELNP4a5fWji_cEGlyDcbnGXcA73xRMEerOSAQ-EM61A1mSIiGtivECR_ie2rK3dhZr7fnLYalPyOfkYLQTXw3FSDvg0MWrc1VAlMzbTQOMQ6Kp0oM_S8SMhH6hAmY3M9w15N7uzn9_wtL1cYP6uhJb6FWpMpXhk-sVwpPYT7ki4
http://59623.r.msn.com/?ld=4vsPZ4apA8NtJrAFqWv9ZTQMJ2mf8dVlW8RNTu2JHOZ2IyWhRncIl2T0zkEGcgfZoV-SgsChG3vqhIORUUB_Z2pNTMdpe2fQ4WyRr_6cpaU0azkcFp-lygHFgc7irjP00FmG8m_VGOjolQELNP4a5fWji_cEGlyDcbnGXcA73xRMEerOSAQ-EM61A1mSIiGtivECR_ie2rK3dhZr7fnLYalPyOfkYLQTXw3FSDvg0MWrc1VAlMzbTQOMQ6Kp0oM_S8SMhH6hAmY3M9w15N7uzn9_wtL1cYP6uhJb6FWpMpXhk-sVwpPYT7ki4
http://59623.r.msn.com/?ld=4vsPZ4apA8NtJrAFqWv9ZTQMJ2mf8dVlW8RNTu2JHOZ2IyWhRncIl2T0zkEGcgfZoV-SgsChG3vqhIORUUB_Z2pNTMdpe2fQ4WyRr_6cpaU0azkcFp-lygHFgc7irjP00FmG8m_VGOjolQELNP4a5fWji_cEGlyDcbnGXcA73xRMEerOSAQ-EM61A1mSIiGtivECR_ie2rK3dhZr7fnLYalPyOfkYLQTXw3FSDvg0MWrc1VAlMzbTQOMQ6Kp0oM_S8SMhH6hAmY3M9w15N7uzn9_wtL1cYP6uhJb6FWpMpXhk-sVwpPYT7ki4
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/OTUS/wireStory/arizona-relax-contraceptive-coverage-mandate-15931645?page=2
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2012/03/woman-92-tells-bank-im-not-dead/?fb_ref=abc-fb-recs
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/03/four-questions-for-bill-maher/?fb_ref=abc-fb-recs
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/business/2012/03/billionaire-doesnt-want-holidaying-kids-to-inherit/?fb_ref=abc-fb-recs
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2012/03/woman-92-tells-bank-im-not-dead/?fb_ref=abc-fb-recs
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/03/four-questions-for-bill-maher/?fb_ref=abc-fb-recs
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/business/2012/03/billionaire-doesnt-want-holidaying-kids-to-inherit/?fb_ref=abc-fb-recs
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=2
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=2


Follow Follow @abc@abc on Twitter, become a fan on Facebook

MORE FROM ABC NEWS

Ariz. May Let More Employers Nix Pill

FROM AROUND THE WEB

10 Signs You May Be in an
Emotionally Abusive Relationship
(HeathCentral.com)

Unthinkable Poised to Happen on
Wall Street. See Disturbing Charts.
(Moneynews)

10 of the world's biggest unsolved
mysteries (Mother Nature Network)

The Deadliest Of Women (Discovery)

Soccer Mom Allegedly Reaped
Millions Running Upscale Brothel in
New York (The Daily Beast)

[What's This?]

RELATED TOPICS: Contraception, Jan Brewer, Sexual Health, Birth Control Pills, Health
Care, U.S., ACLU, Mental Health, Associated Press, New Order

Fruits For Cancer Disease
Alternative Health Guide To Fight Cancer Symptoms. Free Report.
SignUp
www.doctorshealthpress.com

Trying To Get Pregnant?
Pinpoint Your Fertile Days. Gallery of Real Pregnancy Charts.
www.fertiledays.com/fertile

Melanoma Cancer Holistic
Watch Videos of Those That Tried Natural Holistic Cancer
Alternatives
WinTheFightAgainstCancerNatural.org

Email Print

Comment & Contribute
Do you have more information about this topic? If so, please click here to contact the editors of ABC
News.

View All Comments (8)

confuzd4life2
12:05 AM EDT

Mar 17, 2012

I'm not Mormon or Catholic and as a Protestant I think that I would like you all to

keep your government out of my medical issues and my bedroom. I have a right to

privacy just like the man who has crabs. This is insurance and not taxes. This

insurance might pay for things that men like that I wouldn't want to have covered.

When do women get to vote on whether certain things get covered for men and who

they have to share the information with like an employer. Maybe they want their

employer to know that they have a low sperm count or they have had VD from their

last trip to Vegas or any other vacation spot. If they are going to do that then maybe

we should let the Jehovah's witnesses religious group, that doesn't believe in doctors

or blood transfusions, have a say in what insurance won't be able to cover. This is the

most idiotic invasion on women's rights.

RoJa9922
2:24 PM EDT
Mar 16, 2012

That is just insane.
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