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Although it’s not often acknowledged within the party, many New Democrats are
worried sick about Justin Trudeau. They should be. The NDP can’t win power
without attracting a substantial new group of progressive Canadians who previously
voted Liberal. Yet these are exactly the people who might find Mr. Trudeau
appealing enough to keep them in the Liberal camp. Nor do party strategists have
much of a clue how to counter this first flush of incipient Justinmania.
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New Democrats feel hard done by, and no wonder.
On the basis of precious little, much of the media has
been lavishing star treatment on Mr. Trudeau. He
receives uncritical front page coverage for doing and
saying nothing. Maclean’s magazine devoted a good
part of last week’s issue to singing Mr. Trudeau’s
praises, treating old pals as credible sources. Stories
without a soupcon of news are often accompanied by
photos of him and family that any politician would die
for.

And yet, when you search for the beef beneath the
sizzle, you find a strange phenomenon. It's tempting
to parody or satirize the message that Mr. Trudeau has
articulated so far, until you realize that no one parodies
him better than he does himself. Since every one in
Canada knows he’s been criticized for being a
featherweight, you’d have thought he’d immediately
set out to reveal his true gravitas.

Yet what Mr. Trudeau has so far offered Canadians is
something rare in the Hobbesian world of politics.
What he has offered is love. He seems to think that all
you really need is love. Mr. Trudeau bubbles over with
love. As he announced at his campaign kick-off, "I love
Montreal. I love Quebec. And I am in love with
Canada.” Jack Layton told us that love is better than
anger. But for politicians, love without a serious
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program is mere mush.

Nor does the love stop with Mr. Trudeau. Describing

her husband at the launch of his leadership campaign,
Sophie Grégoire called him “The man I love” and made it clear she was selflessly
donating him to Canada. Yes, it meant a “sacrifice” for her family, but it was for a
“noble cause.” Canada, it seems, needs Mr. Trudeau even more than she and the
kids do.

This was quite an endorsement of a man who so far in life has moved from
snowboarding instructor to private school teacher to third-party backbencher. But
his real destiny is now finally clear. You might even think he was entitled to it.

Mr. Trudeau agreed. As he put it to Maclean’s: “Can I actually make a difference?

Can I get people to believe in politics once more? Can I get people to accept more
complex answers to complex questions? I know I can. I know that’s what I do very
well. Why am I doing this? Because I can, not because I want to. Because I must.”

He must. He has discovered his calling, his entitlement.

When asked by The Globe’s Jane Taber to describe his big weaknesses, he finally
came up with this: “Sometimes I'm impulsive about the things I say. I try to answer
the questions that are asked...Has it got me in trouble? Yes. Will it get me in
trouble? Yes.” Like his wife, he sees in himself remarkably few flaws.

Mr. Trudeau now matters a great deal, at least to much of the media. Yet when
they cover the full panoply of complex questions asked and answered, one finds
there is no there there.

Listen as he tries to inspire his audience, asking them for help “because this road
will be one long, Canadian highway. We will have ups and downs. Breathtaking
vistas and a few boring stretches. And with winter coming, icy patches. But we will
match the size of this challenge with hard, honest work.”

Listen as he offers his bold new vision and solid new ideas. “We need to learn what
we have forgotten. That the key to growth, to opportunity, to progress, is a
thriving middle class.” And jobs are important too, he doesn't fail to add. How has
everyone else blinded themselves to these complex truths?

Mr. Trudeau boldly challenges his listeners: “Think about it for a moment: when was
the last time you had a leader you actually trusted? And not just the nebulous
‘trust to govern competently,” but actually trusted, the way you trust a friend to
pick up your kids from school, or a neighbor to keep your extra front door key?
Real trust? That’s a respect that has to be earned, step by step.”

While Thomas Mulcair, once briefly the new boy on the block, immerses himself in
crucial and controversial issues and (one hopes) pursues serious new policy
initiatives, determined to make the NDP a credible choice for government, Mr.
Trudeau proffers self-parodying, sophomoric piffle.

Is this good enough for the Liberal Party? Is it good enough, as the NDP fears, for
liberal Canadians? Is it enough for the media to continue peddling? So far, it seems
it is.

MORE RELATED TO THIS STORY

e poLTics Video: Nik Nanos on why the number 18 matters to
Justin Trudeau

345 comments

EH 2 B s B 5 @ o

+[ 2

[E]Pint = AA

MORE TOP STORIES

B POLITICS 1 EDITORIALS B BASEBALL TELEVISION
The Delisle case an Ryan would force Cardinals erase 6-run Proofthat great long-
intelligence breach some women to deficit to beat form drama is undead

Monsanto: An
investment seed that
should bring long-term
growth

The new Scotiabank™ Gold American Express® Card,
Get started with 20,000 Travel Rewards points.

Apply now

Yau're richer
thar you think?

g Scotiobank

A Special Advertising Feature brought to you by
You're richer
than you think®

& scotiabank*

How to broaden young minds
A Toronto fanrily shows their 12-year-old son
the historic universities of North America, with
the help of travel reward points

Click here to read »

MOST POPULAR STORIES

1. 99 yearsin prison for mom who glued toddler
daughter’s hands towall

2. Mounties launch probe into Amanda Todd’s
death

3. What you need toknow about ‘creepshots’ and
why Torontowomen should watch out

4. What Biden did right in last night's VP debate

5. Pippa Middleton calls off U.S. book tour
because of Kate’s topless pics

B SMALL BUSINESS BRIEFING M GLOBE INVESTOR
‘What small business Rick George: The
looks like in 2012 reincarnation of Mr.

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www2.macleans.ca/2012/10/11/on-his-terms/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/justin-trudeau-grapples-with-his-authenticity-as-the-race-begins/article4593776/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/news-video/video-nik-nanos-on-why-the-number-18-matters-to-justin-trudeau/article4593104/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/second-reading/what-the-ndp-are-scared-of-justin-trudeau/article4608844/comments/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/second-reading/what-the-ndp-are-scared-of-justin-trudeau/article4608844/?service=print
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/markets/market-blog/monsanto-an-investment-seed-that-should-bring-long-term-growth/article4609959/
http://ad.ca.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3d0d/3/0/%2a/q%3B262417518%3B5-0%3B1%3B82673621%3B4986-300/600%3B50903351/50874529/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/53/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.scotiabank.com/card/travel/index-en.html#making-new-friends
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/99-years-in-prison-for-mom-who-glued-toddler-daughters-hands-to-wall/article4609261/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/mounties-launch-probe-into-amanda-todds-death/article4609443/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/the-hot-button/what-you-need-to-know-about-creepshots-and-why-toronto-women-should-watch-out/article4607478/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/what-biden-did-right-in-last-nights-vp-debate/article4608136/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/the-hot-button/pippa-middleton-calls-off-us-book-tour-because-of-kates-topless-pics/article4609041/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/the-delisle-case-an-intelligence-breach-ottawa-would-rather-just-forget/article4610905/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/the-delisle-case-an-intelligence-breach-ottawa-would-rather-just-forget/article4610905/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/editorials/ryan-would-force-some-women-to-choose-between-their-health-and-jail/article4610111/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/editorials/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/editorials/ryan-would-force-some-women-to-choose-between-their-health-and-jail/article4610111/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/baseball/cardinals-erase-6-run-deficit-to-beat-nationals-and-advance-to-nlcs/article4611165/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/baseball/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/baseball/cardinals-erase-6-run-deficit-to-beat-nationals-and-advance-to-nlcs/article4611165/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/television/proof-that-great-long-form-drama-is-undead-and-kicking/article4609123/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/television/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/television/proof-that-great-long-form-drama-is-undead-and-kicking/article4609123/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/small-business/sb-tools/small-business-briefing/what-small-business-looks-like-in-2012/article4609244/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/small-business/sb-tools/small-business-briefing/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/small-business/sb-tools/small-business-briefing/what-small-business-looks-like-in-2012/article4609244/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/rick-george-the-reincarnation-of-mr-oil-sands/article4610663/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/rick-george-the-reincarnation-of-mr-oil-sands/article4610663/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Ottawa would rather
just forget

VIDEO

o

.

choose between their
health and jail

Nationals and advance
to NLCS

and kicking

PHOTOS

Oil Sands

Video: Lawyer says Resident Evil game's Video: U.S. motorists ~ The good andthebad  Party photos of the Best pictures from the
airport weapons all-star cast warned about of earnings season week: Business forthe  past 24 hours
suspect not flight risk counterfeit airbags Arts Awards

Subscribe now and get The Globe and Mail the way you want it.

Enjoy the convenience of having The Globe and Mail delivered right toyour door, y our mobile phone and
computer. From exclusive content and mobile apps to online tools and loyalty programs, The Globe lets you
experience Canada's deepest coverage of national, international, business, and lifestyle news where you want,

when you want.

See All Globe Products

Home
News
Commentary
Business
Investing
Sports
Life
Arts
I Technology
I Drive

Site Map

More Sections

Appointments

Art Store

Births & Announcements
Careers

Globe Canpus
Cassifieds
Classroom Edition
Deaths

New spaper Ads
Real Estate

Special Reports
Globe sustainability

Globe Plus
Subscribe

Globe Recognition
Recognition card

Advertise

Advertise with us

New spaper

Magazine

Online

Marketing Solutions Group
Media Central

Cassifieds

Online
Help
Contact Us

Newspaper

About Our New spaper
Custorrer Care
Contact Us

Staff

Corrections

Hone Delivery
Vacation Stops
Change Address

Privacy Policy
Accessibility Policy
Terms & Conditions
Disclaimer

© Copyright 2012 The Gobe and Mail Inc. All Rights

Reserved.

444 Front St. W, Toronto, ON Canada MbV 2S9

Fhillip Craw ley, Publisher

co

Web2

nverted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.theglobeandmail.com/video/video-lawyer-says-airport-weapons-suspect-not-flight-risk/article4611152/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/video/video-lawyer-says-airport-weapons-suspect-not-flight-risk/article4611152/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/arts-video/video-resident-evil-games-all-star-cast/article4609058/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/arts-video/video-resident-evil-games-all-star-cast/article4609058/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/video/video-us-motorists-warned-about-counterfeit-airbags/article4603850/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/video/video-us-motorists-warned-about-counterfeit-airbags/article4603850/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/markets/market-blog/market-view-video/video-market-view-the-good-and-the-bad-of-earnings-season/article4610051/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/markets/market-blog/market-view-video/video-market-view-the-good-and-the-bad-of-earnings-season/article4610051/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/fashion-and-beauty/party-photos-of-the-week-business-for-the-arts-awards/article4609630/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/fashion-and-beauty/party-photos-of-the-week-business-for-the-arts-awards/article4609630/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/multimedia/camera-club/in-photos/best-pictures-from-the-past-24-hours/article4610947/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/multimedia/camera-club/in-photos/best-pictures-from-the-past-24-hours/article4610947/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globeproducts
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/technology/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-drive/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/site-map/
http://v1.theglobeandmail.com/AppNotices/
http://artstore.globeandmail.ca/
http://v1.theglobeandmail.com/life/birthsandannouncements/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/careers/
http://www.globecampus.ca/
http://v1.theglobeandmail.com/classifieds/
http://globeclassroom.ca/
http://v1.theglobeandmail.com/life/deaths/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/marketplace/newspaper-ads/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/real-estate/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/special-reports/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/the-globe-and-mail-mandate-for-sustainable-paper-choices/article1730674/
http://gold.globeinvestor.com/plus/index.html
http://globerecognition.net/
http://www.globelink.ca/?source=gammain
http://www.globelink.ca/newspaper/?source=gamnewspaper
http://www.globelink.ca/magazines/?source=gammagazines
http://www.globelink.ca/online/?source=gamonline
http://www.globelink.ca/msg/?source=gammsg
http://www.globelink.ca/mediacentral/?source=gammedcen
http://www.globelink.ca/classified/?source=gamclass
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help
http://v1.theglobeandmail.com/help/contact-web/
http://www.globelink.ca/newspaper/?source=gamnewspaper
https://customer.globeandmail.ca/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/contact-paper/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/contact-paper#reporters
mailto:community@globeandmail.com
https://customer.globeandmail.ca/OSR/newSubscription.aspx
https://customer.globeandmail.ca/circcsSuspend.asp
https://customer.globeandmail.ca/circcsNewAddress.asp
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/privacy-policy/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/accessibility-policy/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/terms-and-conditions/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/disclaimer/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

