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Saskatchewan school officials backtrack
after banning &-et Land? Thank an
Indian” hoodie

ABIGALE SUBDHAN | January 15, 2014 | Last Updated: Jan 15 6:19 PMET

More from Abigale Subdhan | @abigale_subdhan : prin

Balcarres, Sask., Grade 8 student Tenelle Starr and member of the nearby Star Blanket First Nation was told not to CBC News
wear a sweatshirt in school that has the words "Got Land? Thank an Indian" on it, although officials have since relented
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Saskatchewan school officials are backtracking on a decision to ban a First Nations
student from wearing an Aboriginal land rights hoodie to school.

Tenelle Starr, 13, told CBC News that teachers asked her not to wear the sweatshirt to
school because other students were uncomfortable with its message. The hoodie read
“Got land?” on the front and “Thank an Indian” on the back.

“They told me to remove my sweater because it was offending other people,” the eighth
grader at Balcarres Community School, which is about 9o km outside of Regina, told
CBC.
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“[The school board] communicated further with local First Nations representatives and
felt that the slogan on the shirt clearly was meant to provide the community with a
message,” Ben Grebinski, director of education for the Prairie Valley School Division said

after the decision was repealed. “It was not intended to be offensive.”

The sweater had the words “Got land?” on the front and "Ask an Indian” on the back CBC News

One teacher reportedly told Starr that people saw the message as “racist” and she was
asked to wear the hoodie inside out instead.

Mr. Grebinski said that parents and other community members heard about the story
and called the school to complain about the sweater.

“It was done to be respectful of those individuals that felt the slogan on the shirt may
have been offensive. It was a way of maintaining harmony within a community.”

But Starr felt differently about the
situation.

“We were taught Indians were on this land
first, so why are people offended?” Starr
told CBC.

Starr is a member of the Star Blanket Cree
reserve, located just outside Balcarres,

Sask. The Star Blanket Cree Nation is one of
the bands covered by Treaty 4, one of 11
numbered treaties signed between
Canadian Aboriginals and the monarchy.

A Facebook image of Starr wearing the disputed
sweater

Facebook

Treaty 4 represents land that covers most
of southern Saskatchewan, as well as parts
of west Manitoba and southeast Alberta. The treaty, which was signed on Sept. 15,
1874, allowed Europeans to settle on historically Aboriginal land.

After Tuesday’s consultation between school officials and First Nation community
leaders, the school changed their mind and said that the hoodie’s message was
acceptable.

“I wear it proudly around the school,” Starr said.

Sheldon Poitras, a council member for Star Blanket First Nation and a spokesperson for
Ms. Starr’s family, said that he is pleased with the outcome of the incident.
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A day after some
members of the Ottawa
Senators criticized P.K
Subban for how he
reacted once he scored
the winning goal, the
defenceman kept his
response short

Four bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, at
least one ghost: Pennsylvania couple
selling their ‘slightly haunted’ house

When Gregory and Sandi
Leeson put their house
in Pennsylvania up for
sale last month, they
advertised it as ‘slightly
haunted’

'Union doesn't give a crap': TTC
worker celebrates retirement with
scathing YouTube rant, then throws
boots in trash

Ron Mitchell walked onto
his last day asa TTC
employee expecting a
retirement party, but
was instead shocked to
find an empty facility

e
d

A Norwegian bay was so cold last
week thousands of fish were flash-
frozen

Since only the top layer
of lakes and ponds
typically freeze, fish and
other sea creatures are
usually able to survive
winters by swimming
beneath the icy surface

Remains of Alfred the Great may
have been found centuries after
legendary king's grave was lost

J

After a false start,
archeologists believe
they may have found the
medieval king’s pelvis,
languishing previously
unexamined among
animal bones in a
museum...

Greatest rivalry in the NFL goes down
this weekend: Clash of the titans as
Manning, Brady meet in playoffs

Bruce Arthur: The Super
Bowl winner may well
come out of the
hammers-of-gods fight
that will go on in Seattle
between the Seahawks
and the 49ers

"Too ridiculous too engage': Lena
Dunham probably doesn't care about
her Photoshopped photos in Vogue

Dunham responded to
Jezebel's successful plan
to buy un-retouched
photos of her Vogue
shoot for $10K,
suggesting the blog 'just
order HBO'

'Tt would be terrible': Nazem Kadri
hopes the Manle Leafs don't trade
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“There were just some communication issues that needed to be taken care of about [Ms.

Starr's] goal for awareness for the treaties,” he said. “Once we all got on the same page,

everything was fine.”

f Find National Post on Facebook

m ETwitter ﬁ Google+ m LinkedIn | B Email % Comments More

Most Popular

After Cold Lake
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to make ends meet,...
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YouTube rant
venting employ

Return of the polar
vortex: Arctic air to
bring bitterly cold...

Two Canadians among
16 killed in brutal
Afghanistan suicide...

Topics: Canada, News, Saskatchewan, Tenelle Starr

'Tdon’t see it happening,
Idon't want it to
happen. This is my
home. This is where 1
want to be,' The Leafs
centre said

Retired would-be big spenders worry
they can't afford all they want —
here's how they can come closer

A $40,000 upgrade to

their house, $25,000 for

a new car and $20,000

for an African voyage are

all within reach if this

J couple commits to a
couple of frugal years
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For middle-aged men, drinking more
than two pints of beer a day speeds
up memory decline: researchers

Middle-aged men who
drink the equivalent of
two and a half pints a
day risk speeding up
memory loss and mental
decline by six years, a
new study suggests

Felled 'Maple Leaf Forever' tree gets
new life as chandelier, gavels for City
Hall and library book stands

An exhibit will show off
four pieces by local
designers made from the
tree, including a
chandelier. Last July,
winds felled the maple

Shadow Recruit: Tom Clancy hero's
return to the big screen is hard to love

Two-and-a-half out of
three stars: Jack Ryan:
Shadow Recruit, ticks
the spy-thriller boxes
with clock-punching
cursoriness

'Embarrassing' Durham police video
prompts investigation of disgruntled
officers' YouTube bid to get
reassigned

The 63-second video,
titled ‘Central Cells,
shows the employees ‘on
a quest for freedom’ as
they try to escape the
cellblock

Legal ‘disappearing act’ extends
Beatles’ copyright protection for
Bootleg album

Copyright on the album
— which contains 59
unheard outtakes — was
due to expire in 2014,
some 50 years after the
recordings were made. A
neat legal move...
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Vlasic goes from Pointe-Claire novice
hockey to Sochi Olympics
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Edmonton’s Jamie Greg% seeks
t

podium finish at Sochi after World
Cup success this season

It's been a journey for
Marc-Edouard Vlasic.

A podium finish is in
Jamie Gregg's
crosshairs.
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Think salespeople are sleazy? You may be
surprised to learn you're one of them

Negative images of salespeople
- abound, but recent research
1‘ {{f.:}ﬂ shows that -- in one way or
"F ff:;{ :;r another -- we're all in sales.
e Here's how to get really good at
it.
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Man Cheats Credit .f_cor@
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1simple trick & my credit score jumped
217 pts. Banks hate this! WATCH VIDEO

www.thecreditsolutionprogram.com
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