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the sweater first stirred debate last spring, when it was worn
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School and community members, including leaders of the Star Blanket Cree Nation.
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east pipeline

Nations people.”

No grumblings, however, reached the town’s office, which was unaware of the brewing
controversy. The town itself has a population of just 670 people, and about 3,000

when four nearby reserves are included.

“The shirt isn’t meant to be threatening or confrontational,” he said. “It’s more KANETIX
to bring awareness, a sort of educational tool about what we’re all about as First TO SEE HOW MUCH YOU SAVED. e

Videos
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“It must be a small group complaining about the shirt in the school,” said Craig Geisler, WE'RE SORRY!

the town’s assistant administrator and recreation director. “I personally don’t find the

shirt offensive at all.”

But clearly some took offence because when Tenelle wore the sweater again, she was
told to take it off by a teacher who explained that some people found it to be “racist.”

“I was confused and angry, upset and embarrassed,” said Tenelle, 13. “I don’t know

why they were offended, there was no reason to be offended.”

You need to update your Flash Player.
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to view the video player.

The sweater was meant to signal her support of First Nations treaty and land rights, she

explained.

Again, discussions ensued between school officials and community members. This
time, they agreed the sweater was not offensive. They also realized that even though
treaty education is part of the provincial curriculum, this provided an opportunity to

generate additional discussion.

On Tuesday, the school held an assembly, bringing together students from Grades 7 to
12 with First Nations elders and aboriginal leaders to discuss the sweater’s meaning.

“It went very well,” said Poitras, who participated in the assembly. “It went so well that

theyre looking at developing their own shirt for the school and they’re thinking of

adopting the slogan: We are all treaty people.”

And on Wednesday, Tenelle was back at school, happily wearing the sweater.

Her classmates treated her as they did before, she said: “Theyre proud of me.”

The slogan has also generated skirmishes elsewhere. In November, the Aboriginal

Peoples Television Network reported that a Winnipeg student wearing the same

sweater was stopped from boarding a city bus after the driver deemed it offensive.
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