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Countdown to price hikes: Higher fees, tougher laws among
Sask. changes start in new year

Changes include higher SGI fees, tougher impaired driving laws, shorter El waiting periods
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A nurber of changes to legislation, service fees and rates will come into effect on New Year's Day. (Graeme Roy/CP)
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SaskPower rates will increase by 3.5 per cent on Jan. 1. The
government says that will increase fees for the average residential
customer by about $4 a month.
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Saskatoon Light & Power rate increase

Earlier this month, city council followed SaskPower's lead by approving
an overall electrical rate increase of 3.5 per cent, raising fees by about
$4 per month for the average residential customer.

The local utility also matched SaskPower's rate in 2015, when
they increased by two per cent on Sept. 1.

Changes to impaired driving laws

On Oct. 31, the Saskatchewan government announced it was introducing
tougher penalties for drunk driving.

= Drivers with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .04-.08 will
have their vehicles seized for three days on a first offence.

= All new drivers, and those who are under the age of 21, will receive
a 60-day licence suspension for a first offence. The existing
law only applies to new drivers and people under the age of 19.

= Impaired drivers found to have a BAC exceeding .08 will be forced
to use vehicle breathalyzers for longer periods of time.

Changes to cellphone use while driving

Saskatchewan's current law only penalizes people who use their phones
when driving, but that's changing come the new year.

Tougher restrictions on cellphone use prohibit drivers from "holding,
viewing, using or manipulating" a cellphone while driving. The existing law
only restricts people from "using" their phones while behind the wheel.

= Red light texting still a problem in Canada, says CAA
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Under the proposed rule changes, experienced drivers found to have .04 to .08 per cent
alcohol in their blood will have their vehicles seized and impounded for three days. (Darryl
Dyck/Canadian Press)

Shorter waiting periods for El

Starting Jan. 1, the waiting period for Employment Insurance will be
halved from two weeks to one week.

The federal government said the change, announced on Dec. 21, would
help ease financial strain because the waiting period acts like

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/saskatchewan-rate-review-panel-recommends-lower-rate-hike-1.3841470
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/budget-ei-1.3502956
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/waiting-period.html#h2.2
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/saskatchewan-government-introducing-tougher-anti-drunk-driving-rules-1.3829552
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/red-light-texting-still-a-problem-1.3913965
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/impaired-pilot-sunwings-airlines-arrest-1.3917757
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/istanbul-nightclub-attack-1.3917882
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/january-first-changes-government-1.3900568
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/obama-russia-putin-trump-sanctions-1.3917022
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/new-years-eve-celebrations-1.3917543
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Explore CBC
CBC Home

TV

Radio

News

Sports

Music

Life

Arts

Kids

Local
Documentaries

Comedy

a deductible for other types of insurance.
= El overhaul will extend benefits, shorten wait times

For an eligible claimant who is laid off and subsequently finds work after
12 weeks, the government said the change would mean that up to 11
weeks of El benefits would be payable.

SGil price hikes

Saskatchewan Government Insurance confirmed on Dec. 20 it was
raising its fees, many of them for the first time in 10 years. It said it was
moving towards a system in which costs would be covered by customers
using the service, not subsidized by all vehicle owners.

= Class 5 driver's licence testing will increase from $22 to $55 — an
increase of 150 per cent.

= Ignition interlock program — $105 (from $30).

= New photo on driver's licence — $15 (from $10).

= Written exam to become a driver instructor — $85 (from $10).
= Replace licence plate — $15 (from $10).

= Heavy trailer road test — $100 (from $40).

= Safe driver recognition appeal — $100 (from $25).

Sask. Workers' comp rates paid by employers
decline

The average employer premium rate drops to $1.24 per $100 of
assessed payroll from $1.34. That's a decline of 7.5 per cent.

The rates differ depending on the industry, but there are declines in
most categories.

For example, in the restaurant industry, the rate per $100 is declining to
82 cents from 87 cents.

In a relatively small number of categories, the rate is increasing slightly.

For instance, in open pit mining, the premium per $100 is going up a
penny from 2016's 86 cents.

HECEEE

Report Typo or Error | Send Feedback

COl

Web2

nverted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/budget-ei-1.3502956
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/sgi-fee-increases-2017-saskatchewan-1.3904504
http://www.cbc.ca/news2/feedback/index_typo.html?
http://www.cbc.ca/connects/
http://www.cbc.ca
http://www.cbc.ca/television/
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/
http://www.cbc.ca/news
http://www.cbc.ca/sports
http://music.cbc.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/life
http://www.cbc.ca/arts/
http://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada#region-nav
http://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/
http://www.cbc.ca/beta/comedy
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Books

Parents
Indigenous
Digital Archives
Games
Contests

Site Map

Stay Connected
Apps

RSS

Podcasts

Newsletters & Alerts

Services and Information
Corporate Info

Public Appearances
Commercial Services
Reuse & Permission
Terms of Use

Privacy Policy

CBC Shop

Help

Contact Us

Jobs

Doing Business with Us

Renting Facilities

CBC Radio-Canada ©2016 CB(/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved Visitez Radio-Canada.ca

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.cbc.ca/books/
http://www.cbc.ca/parents/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/
http://www.cbc.ca/games/
http://www.cbc.ca/contests/
http://www.cbc.ca/sitemap/
https://cbchelp.cbc.ca/hc/en-us/sections/204707807-Apps/
http://www.cbc.ca/rss/
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/
http://subscriptions.cbc.ca/listmanagement
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en
http://www.cbc.ca/appearances/
http://www.cbc.ca/sitemap/
https://cbchelp.cbc.ca/hc/en-us/sections/203864688-Using-or-licensing-CBC-content
http://www.cbc.ca/aboutcbc/discover/termsofuse.html
http://www.cbc.ca/aboutcbc/discover/privacy.html
http://www.cbcshop.ca/
https://cbchelp.cbc.ca
https://cbchelp.cbc.ca
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/explore/jobs/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/explore/doing-business-with-us/
http://www.cbc.ca/productionfacilities/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://ici.radio-canada.ca/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

