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I know why you're reading this. And it isn’t for plot-description foreplay. So let’s just cut to the supposed heavy-panting stuff and
get it over with, shall we?

In the annals of sexually-charged event cinema, ”Fifty Shades of Grey” barely lights a candle let alone combusts with unbridled
forbidden passion. Nothing comes close to Michael Douglas and Glenn Close humping on the kitchen sink in “Fatal Attraction” or
Marlon Brando’s inventive use of butter with Maria Schneider in “The Last Tango in Paris.” Even those ejaculating dolphin
fountains in “Showgirls” were steamier than what shows up in this tempered version of E.L. James’ S&M rewrite of “Beauty and the
Beast.”

That is, unless you wanted to learn how to re-purpose that peacock feather that has been lying around the house.

Consider the deflowering scene. I much prefer the one in “Ida,” Poland’s foreign-language Oscar contender, between a nun-in-training and a hot saxophone
player (is there any other kind?) than the hype-escalated glossy bedroom encounter between a lip-biting virgin with a 4.0 GPA and her control-freak
billionaire in “Fifty Shades.” 

Despite the admirable efforts of Dakota Johnson, who happily has inherited much of mom Melanie Griffith’s minx-like mystique, and Jamie Dornan, who as
acquaintances tell me played an incredibly attractive serial killer in the cult TV show “The Fall,” there is always a sense of every erotic moment being
choreographed by committee. A wisp of pubic hair here, a butt shot there, arch that back, thrust those hips. One, two, three, gasp.

Could you guess that, despite her name, director Sam Taylor-Johnson is a woman? Yes, if only for the most telling and perhaps wisest omission. That is,
much like the Ken doll he resembles, Doran’s manhood is kept discreetly hidden save for one fleeting and hardly revealing crotch-cam shot. Basically, the
only body parts allowed to be erect are Johnson’s nipples, which are on display so much they probably required their own SAG cards.

The thinking behind this choice is likely that the majority of the millions of women who bought the pop-lit phenomenon would rather revel in the romantic
fantasy of a brainy lass trying to tame a broken man than fixate on the sight of male genitalia in the flesh (especially since “Fifty Shades” is showing on a
bunch of IMAX screens).  Before you argue otherwise, consider that 2011’s highly explicit “Shame” barely grossed under $18 million worldwide even though
a gorgeous specimen like Michael Fassbender proudly flashed his shillelagh every chance he got.

There is, however, one move that did make an impression on me. When Johnson’s Anastasia Steele straddles the lap of Dornan’s Christian Grey while he is
seated on a piano bench (with all of his mournful nocturnal ivory tickling, it’s as if De Sade and the Phantom of the Opera had a child together), he manages
to use his bent arms like a forklift under her shapely behind, pick her up with ease and whisk her back into the boudoir.

Eventually we learn that instead of dating, Christian likes to recruit young women like Ana as submissives who willingly yield to his preferred brand of
discipline in his high-rise home’s well-stocked hideaway, infamously known as the Red Room of Pain. But before we get to the kink, which takes up a

R O G E R E B E R T . C O MR O G E R E B E R T . C O M

Choose a Section

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/memoriam
/
/reviews
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/susan-wloszczyna
javascript:window.print()
/cast-and-crew/michael-douglas
/cast-and-crew/glenn-close
/reviews/fatal-attraction-1987
/cast-and-crew/marlon-brando
/cast-and-crew/maria-schneider
/reviews/showgirls-1995
/reviews/great-movie-beauty-and-the-beast-1946
/reviews/ida-2014
/cast-and-crew/dakota-johnson
/cast-and-crew/melanie-griffith
/cast-and-crew/jamie-dornan
/reviews/the-fall-2008
/cast-and-crew/sam-taylor-johnson
/cast-and-crew/michael-fassbender
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


surprisingly small amount of the running time, let’s address what Taylor-Johnson and company (including screenwriter Kelly Marcel, who wrote “Saving Mr.
Banks,” also about another female haunted by a troubled man) get right.

Not only are all the awkwardly written source material’s gushy inane exclamations (“Holy crap!” is a regular) and silly references to our heroine’s Jiminy
Cricket-like “inner goddess” nowhere to be found. It seems that someone realized how ridiculous the first meetings between awkward college student
Anastasia and intimidating Seattle-based entrepreneurial whiz Christian are and decided to inject an abundance of humor heavy on loaded double entendres
alongside a fair amount of tension.

Ana and the secretive businessman spark a cat-and-mouse pursuit when she steps in to conduct an interview for her college paper after her reporter
roommate falls ill. Soon he appears at the folksy hardware store where she works, suggestively buying cable ties and masking tape, and shows up in the nick
of time to save an inebriated Ana from an overly amorous male friend and letting her share his hotel room to recover. It doesn’t take long before her
virginity is history and the game is afoot.

The film makes sure to include little details that might confuse the uninitiated but will delight the faithful. The phrase “Laters, baby!” The “Charlie Tango”
helicopter balloon. The knit tie that Christian employs when he binds Ana’s hands for the first time and then later wears in public to excite her.

There are other cast members, some you might actually recognize–Marcia Gay Harden as Christian’s adoptive mother, Jennifer Ehle (best known as
Elizabeth Bennet in the BBC miniseries adaptation of “Pride & Prejudice”) as Ana’s mom. But this is primarily a two-hander, which hits its entertaining peak
during the infamous contract negotiation scene that involves Ana agreeing to Christian’s rules of submissive engagement and striking out those that
displease her.  

But not even all the architecture porn in the world–Taylor-Johnson does love a panoramic shot of phallic skyscrapers twinkling at twilight against a cloud-
covered cityscape–can compensate for a story that quickly goes limp once “will she submit or won’t she” becomes the primary question. Blindfolds, riding
crops and whips are employed but do little to heat up matters.

Ana, it turns out, is none too pleased with the idea of punishment as a turn-on. But if anyone is punished by “Fifty Shades,” it is the audience. By the time the
screen goes black, leaving much unresolved and little in the way of a real climax, no one can blame those who loudly groaned after realizing they have to wait
for the inevitable sequel for any sort of real satisfaction. 
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FIFTY SHADES OF GREY (2015)FIFTY SHADES OF GREY (2015)
Cast
Dakota Johnson as Anastasia Steele

Jamie Dornan as Christian Grey

Jennifer Ehle as Carla

Eloise Mumford as Kate Kavanagh

Luke Grimes as Elliot Grey

Victor Rasuk as Jose Rodriguez

Max Martini as Jason Taylor

Rita Ora as Mia Grey

Marcia Gay Harden as Dr. Grace Trevelyan Grey

Callum Keith Rennie as Ray Steele

Director
Sam Taylor-Johnson

Novel
E.L. James

Screenplay
Kelly Marcel

Cinematography

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/hot-tub-time-machine-2-2015
javascript:void(0);
/cast-and-crew/dakota-johnson
/cast-and-crew/jamie-dornan
/cast-and-crew/jennifer-ehle
/cast-and-crew/eloise-mumford
/cast-and-crew/luke-grimes
/cast-and-crew/victor-rasuk
/cast-and-crew/max-martini
/cast-and-crew/rita-ora
/cast-and-crew/marcia-gay-harden
/cast-and-crew/callum-keith-rennie
/cast-and-crew/sam-taylor-johnson
/cast-and-crew/el-james
/cast-and-crew/kelly-marcel
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


WATCH THIS MOVIEWATCH THIS MOVIE
Fandango

Powered by GoWatchIt

Seamus McGarvey

Drama
Rated R for strong sexual content including dialogue, some unusual behavior and graphic nudity, and for language
125 minutes

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LISTSUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LIST
Enter Your Email Address

Subscribe

The Ebert Club is our hand-picked
selection of content for Ebert fans. You
will receive a weekly newsletter full of
movie-related tidbits, articles, trailers,
even the occasional streamable movie.
Club members also get access to our
members-only section on
RogerEbert.com

Premiere Member : $20.00USD - yearly

 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/cast-and-crew/seamus-mcgarvey
http://gowatchit.com/movies/267644/watch_now?provider_id=4&provider_format_id=4&partner_id=1&modality=widget
javascript:void(null)
http://gowatchit.com
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


by Susan Wloszczyna

by Matt Fagerholm

RELATED ARTICLESRELATED ARTICLES

EVERLY EVERLY � �

THUMBNAILS 2/16/15THUMBNAILS 2/16/15

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

�REVIEWS RSSREVIEWS RSS

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/feed
/reviews
/reviews/everly-2015
/thumbnails
/thumbnails/thumbnails-21615
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


MOVIE REVIEWS
Reviews

Great Movies

BLOGS
Roger Ebert's Journal

Chaz's Blog
MZS

Far Flungers
Tom Shales At Large

Scanners

CHANNELS
Balder and Dash

Demanders
Thumbnails
Interviews

Festivals & Awards
Sundance
Life Itself
Cannes

Tributes to Roger
Letters

Opening Shots Project

Roger Ebert
Chaz Ebert

Matt Zoller Seitz

CONTRIBUTORS

by Michael Pattison

BERLIN 2015: “EISENSTEIN IN GUANAJUATO,” “AFERIM!,” “QUEEN OF EARTH”BERLIN 2015: “EISENSTEIN IN GUANAJUATO,” “AFERIM!,” “QUEEN OF EARTH”

IN THEATERSIN THEATERS

 Wild Canaries

 All the Wilderness

 Digging Up the Marrow

 Drunktown's Finest

 Hot Tub Time Machine 2

 McFarland USA

 The DUFF

 Wild Tales

 Queen and Country

 Da Sweet Blood of Jesus

Page
1

Page
2

Page
3

Page
4

Page
5

Page
6

Page
7

�
� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� � � �

� � �

� � � �

� � � �

� � �

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/festivals-and-awards
/festivals-and-awards/berlin-2015-eisenstein-in-guanajuato-aferim-queen-of-earth
/reviews/wild-canaries-2015
/reviews/all-the-wilderness-2015
/reviews/digging-up-the-marrow-2015
/reviews/drunktowns-finest-2015
/reviews/hot-tub-time-machine-2-2015
/reviews/mcfarland-usa-2015
/reviews/the-duff-2015
/reviews/wild-tales-2015
/reviews/queen-and-country-2015
/reviews/da-sweet-blood-of-jesus-2015
/reviews/gett-the-trial-of-viviane-amsalem-2015
/reviews/kingsman-the-secret-service-2015
/reviews/old-fashioned-2015
/reviews/the-last-5-years-2015
/reviews/the-rewrite-2015
/reviews/what-we-do-in-the-shadows-2015
/reviews/white-rabbit-2015
/reviews/ballet-422-2015
/reviews/jupiter-ascending-2015
/reviews/love-rosie-2015
/reviews/mad-as-hell-2015
/reviews/matt-shepard-is-a-friend-of-mine-2015
/reviews/outcast-2015
/reviews/seventh-son-2015
/reviews/the-spongebob-movie-sponge-out-of-water-2015
/reviews/the-voices-2015
/reviews/amira-and-sam-2015
/reviews/black-or-white-2015
/reviews/girlhood-2015
/reviews/hard-to-be-a-god-2015
/reviews/project-almanac-2015
/reviews/the-devils-violinist-2015
/reviews/the-loft-2015
/reviews/wild-card-2015
/reviews/timbuktu-2015
/reviews/against-the-sun-2015
/reviews/black-sea-2015
/reviews/cake-2015
/reviews/manny-2015
/reviews/mommy-2015
/reviews/mortdecai-2015
/reviews/r100-2015
/reviews/red-army-2015
/reviews/son-of-a-gun-2015
/reviews/song-one-2015
/reviews/strange-magic-2015
/reviews/the-boy-next-door-2015
/reviews/the-duke-of-burgundy-2015
/reviews/the-humbling-2015
/reviews/appropriate-behavior-2015
/reviews/blackhat-2015
/reviews/gangs-of-wasseypur-2015
/reviews/little-accidents-2015
/reviews/loitering-with-intent-2015
/reviews/match-2015
/reviews/medeas-2015
/reviews/paddington-2015
/reviews/spare-parts-2015
/reviews/still-life-2015
/reviews/the-wedding-ringer-2015
/reviews/three-night-stand-2015
/reviews/vice-2015
/reviews
/great-movies
/rogers-journal
/chazs-blog
/mzs
/far-flung-correspondents
/tom-shales-at-large
/scanners
/balder-and-dash
/demanders
/thumbnails
/interviews
/festivals-and-awards
/sundance
/life-itself
/cannes
/tributes-to-roger
/letters
/opening-shots
/contributors/roger-ebert
/contributors/chaz-ebert
/contributors/matt-zoller-seitz
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Brian Tallerico
Simon Abrams

Godfrey Cheshire
Odie Henderson

Glenn Kenny
Christy Lemire
Sheila O'Malley

Susan Wloszczyna
Ali Arikan

Jim Beaver
Steven Boone
Danny Bowes
Dave Bunting
Sean Burns

Dan Callahan
Christopher Campbell

Jen Chaney
Seongyong Cho
Olivia Collette

Edward Copeland
Brian Doan

Aurore Duiguo
Justine Elias

Steve Erickson
Matt Fagerholm
Sam Fragoso
Bruce Fretts
Noah Gittell

Michael A. Gonzales
Ian Grey

Scott Jordan Harris
Rowan Kaiser
Wael Khairy

Ben Kenigsberg
Joyce Kulhawik
Kevin B. Lee

Donald Liebenson
Craig D. Lindsey
Laya Maheshwari

Marsha McCreadie
Patrick Z. McGavin

Nell Minow
Michael Mirasol

Jana Monji
Omar Moore

Omer M. Mozaffar
Lisa Nesselson

Scott Nye
Michał Oleszczyk
R. Kurt Osenlund

Kartina Richardson
Alyssa Rosenberg

Lisa Rosman
Nick Schager

Barbara Scharres
Charlie Schmidlin

Tom Shales
Krishna Bala Shenoi

Peter Sobczynski
Collin Souter
Bill Stamets

Scout Tafoya

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/contributors/brian-tallerico
/contributors/simon-abrams
/contributors/godfrey-cheshire
/contributors/odie-henderson
/contributors/glenn-kenny
/contributors/christy-lemire
/contributors/sheila-omalley
/contributors/susan-wloszczyna
/contributors/ali-arikan
/contributors/jim-beaver
/contributors/steven-boone
/contributors/danny-bowes
/contributors/dave-bunting
/contributors/sean-burns
/contributors/dan-callahan
/contributors/christopher-campbell
/contributors/jen-chaney
/contributors/seongyong-cho
/contributors/olivia-collette
/contributors/edward-copeland
/contributors/brian-doan
/contributors/aurore-duiguo
/contributors/justine-elias
/contributors/steve-erickson
/contributors/matt-fagerholm
/contributors/sam-fragoso
/contributors/bruce-fretts
/contributors/noah-gittell
/contributors/michael-a-gonzales
/contributors/ian-grey
/contributors/scott-jordan
/contributors/rowan-kaiser
/contributors/wael-khairy
/contributors/ben-kenigsberg
/contributors/joyce-kulhawik
/contributors/kevin-b-lee
/contributors/donald-liebenson
/contributors/craig-d-lindsey
/contributors/laya-maheshwari
/contributors/marsha-mccreadie
/contributors/patrick-z-mcgavin
/contributors/nell-minow
/contributors/michael-mirasol
/contributors/jana-monji
/contributors/omar-moore
/contributors/omer-m-mozaffar
/contributors/lisa-nesselson
/contributors/scott-nye
/contributors/micha-oleszczyk
/contributors/r-kurt-osenlund
/contributors/kartina-richardson
/contributors/alyssa-rosenberg
/contributors/lisa-rosman
/contributors/nick-schager
/contributors/barbara-scharres
/contributors/charlie-schmidlin
/contributors/tom-shales
/contributors/krishna-bala
/contributors/peter-sobczynski
/contributors/collin-souter
/contributors/bill-stamets
/contributors/scout-tafoya
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


ReBecca Theodore-Vachon
Katherine Tulich
Gerardo Valero

Pablo Villaça
Ignatiy Vishnevetsky

Grace Wang
Anath White
Max Winter

© Copyright 2015, Ebert Digital LLC

About the Site  Contact Us  Privacy Policy  Terms of Use

Movies by Letter  Cast and Crew

Like
Us
on

Facebook

 

Follow
Us
on

Twitter

 

RSS
Feeds

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/contributors/rebecca-theodore-vachon
/contributors/katherine-tulich
/contributors/gerardo-valero
/contributors/pablo-villa%C3%A7a
/contributors/ignatiy-vishnevetsky
/contributors/grace-wang
/contributors/anath-white
/contributors/max-winter
http://www.ebertdigital.com/
/about
/contact-us
/privacy-policy
/terms-of-use
/movies
/cast-and-crew
http://www.facebook.com/RogerEbert
http://twitter.com/ebertchicago
/feeds
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

