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Robert Downey Jr. and Zach Galifianakis.

BY ROGER EBERT / November 3, 2010

about us
................................. "Due Date" |S nearly a
down-market retread of the
great comedy "Planes
Trains and Automobiles." It
pairs up Robert Down-ey
Jr. and Zack Galifianakis in
the Steve Martin and John
Candy roles, puts them in a
car together, sends them
down the highway, and
doesn't neglect to rip off
one but two car doors.

About the site »

Site FAQs »
Contact us »

Email the Movie
Answer Man »

on sale now

The first film by director
Todd Phillips since his
blockbuster "The
Hangover" cheerfully
includes some of the same
raunchy humor and the
same dogged persistence
in the face of overwhelming
character defects. It's not
as funny, but few films
could be, and it does have
ﬁ' some very big laughs.
THE POT Unfortunately, the story
AND HOW TO holding them together isn't
USEIT as successful.

Buy now »

cast & credits

Peter Robert Downey Jr.
Ethan Zach Galifianakis
Sarah Michelle Monaghan
Darryl Jamie Foxx

Heidi Juliette Lewis
Lonnie Danny McBride
Airport screener RZA
TSA agent Matt Walsh

Warner Bros. presents a film
directed by Todd Phillips. Written
by Phillips, Alan R. Cohen, Alan
Freedland and Adam Sztykiel.
Running time: 95 minutes. Rated R
(for language, drug use and sexual
content).
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Peter Highman (Downey) and Ethan Tremblay (Galifianakis) have a
Cute Meet, or more of a Brute Meet, at the Atlanta airport, when
Ethan's beater knocks off the door of Peter's Town Car. Peter is a
neat, precise architect with a schedule to meet. Ethan is a shaggy
man-child who confesses that on the way to the airport he and his
buddy split a six pack — of 40s.

I

http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109991

Ethan is like Joe Btfsplk, that character in "L'il Abner" who always

movie reviews

Letters Roger Ebert's Journal Scanners Store

One environment. One simple way to care for it.®

u:Earth Share

in theaters

latest reviews
didy  Morning Glory
& Four Lions
&y Morning Glory
didi 127 Hours

iy Unstoppable
more current releases »

one-minute movie reviews

still playing
dréh The American
Around a Small Mountain
Bran Nue Dae
Buried
Catfish
Centurion
Chicago Heights
Conviction
Due Date
Easy A
Exit Through the Gift Shop
Fair Game
Flipped
For Colored Girls
Four Lions
The Girl Who Kicked the Hornets' Nest
Hatchet II
Hereafter
Hideaway
Howl
I Spit on Your Grave
I'm Still Here
Inside Job
Jack Goes Boating
Last Train Home
Lebanon

=g

B <3 B B
B B B <1 B B <1 B B B B o0 B B 0 2 0 <0 2

B & O
B B B B B <0

Page 1 of 3


http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://earthshare.org/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101109/REVIEWS/101109973/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119993/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119994/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119996/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119995/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100831/REVIEWS/100839999/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100825/REVIEWS/100829990/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100908/REVIEWS/100909985/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929996/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929991/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100825/REVIEWS/100829993/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100825/REVIEWS/100829985/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109991/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100915/REVIEWS/100919992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109989/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109993/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100825/REVIEWS/100829992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119993/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101027/REVIEWS/101029976/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929979/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101019/REVIEWS/101019979/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101027/REVIEWS/101029977/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929980/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009983/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100907/REVIEWS/100909992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019990/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019988/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100825/REVIEWS/100829989/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS08
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=ANSWERMAN
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=PEOPLE
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=COMMENTARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=FILMFESTIVALS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=OSCARS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=GLOSSARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=letters
http://blogs.suntimes.com/ebert/
http://blogs.suntimes.com/scanners/
http://astore.amazon.com/rogerebcom-20
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/sports/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/business/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/index.html
http://classifieds.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/columnists/index.html
javascript:NewWindow('400','650','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=register');
https://register.suntimes.com/register
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909003
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909005
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/41117002
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909004
javascript:NewWindow('300','200','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=userrate&LinkID=81800&Title=Due%20Date')
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109991/1023&template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(400,300,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20101103&Category=REVIEWS&ArtNo=101109991&SiteData=EB&SectionCat=');
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Robert%20Downey&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Zach%20Galifianakis&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Michelle%20Monaghan&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Jamie%20Foxx&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Juliette%20Lewis&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Todd%20Phillips&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=REVIEWS01&TITLESearch=Planes%2C%20Trains%20and%20Automobiles&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Steve%20Martin&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=John%20Candy&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Todd%20Phillips&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=REVIEWS01&TITLESearch=The%20Hangover&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=reviews
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Movies-III-Roger-Ebert/dp/0226182088?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Movies-III-Roger-Ebert/dp/0226182088?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Pot-How-Use-Mystery-Romance/dp/0740791427?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Pot-How-Use-Mystery-Romance/dp/0740791427?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://earthshare.org/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS

Due Date :: rogerebert.com :: Reviews

Buy now »

E;IGE
Y
rEwS

1967-2007

Buy now »

MOVIES
i

Buy now»

ROGER
EBERT

GREAT]
MOVIES

Buy now>»

had a black rain cloud over his head, with the difference that the
cloud is over the head of whoever he's standing next to. Ethan
efficiently destroys Peter's trip by switching carry-ons with him,
shoving his hairy belly into his face (under stress, to be sure), and
getting them both thrown off the flight by insisting on using the words
"bomb" and "terrorist." That scenario leads to a run-in with TSA
agents (who, oddly enough, seem to be morphing into Hollywood's
villains du jour).

All cross-country trips involving odd couples require deadlines. Peter
agrees to accept a ride in Ethan's rental car only because he must
be back in Los Angeles with his wife, Sarah (Michelle Monaghan),
who will deliver their child very soon by C-section. Ethan needs to
get to L.A. because he dreams of becoming an actor. If you doubt
Ethan Tremblay has a future in acting, simply consider Zach
Galifianakis .

There are stops along the way to visit Western Union, Peter's old
buddy (Jamie Foxx), and Ethan's practitioner in "herbal medicines," a
pot dealer played by the scene stealer Juliette Lewis. Those visits
are funny. There are also running gags involving Ethan's beloved pet
dog and a coffee can containing the ashes of his father. When Ethan
performs the rather private act of pleasuring himself in the car's front
seat, it's not funny, but when the dog is inspired to copy him, itis. No
matter how much | think, | can't decide whether training a dog to do
that is cruelty to an animal.

So the movie probably contains enough laughs to satisfy the
weekend audience. Where it falls short is in the characters and
relationships. "Due Date" may offer enough, but with the example of
the classic "Planes, Trains and Automobiles," it could have offered
more.

Downey and Steve Martin are more or less a stand-off. But John
Candy (and director John Hughes) made his character earnest, inept
and lovable. The Galifianakis character seems more an exercise in
passive aggression. He lacks social skills so urgently it's hard to
believe he doesn't know what he's up to. Surely no one could be that
obnoxious by accident. In comedy it helps if we have a bottom line of
affection for the characters, and Galifianakis and Phillips make
affection awfully hard to feel for Ethan.

There's a moment in "Planes, Trains and Automobiles" when the
Steve Martin character thinks he has seen the last of John Candy,
and then pauses, reconsiders and returns. There's a moment
something like that here, but frankly, we don't know why the Downey
character returns.
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