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A predator.

Predators

BY ROGER EBERT / July 7, 2010

"Predators” may be the first
film in history to open with a
deus ex machina. Yes, the
entire plot and all the
human characters drop into
the movie from the
heavens. The last thing
they remember is a blinding
flash of light. Now they're in
free fall, tumbling toward
the surface, screaming,
grabbing for ripcords on the
parachutes that they didn't
know they had.

The first to land, with a
mighty thump, is Royce
(Adrien Brody). The others
start dropping all around
him. These people are
savage professional killers
from all over: a mercenary,
a Japanese samurai, an
Israeli markswoman, a
mass murderer, an African
warlord, and so on. How

cast & credits

Royce Adrien Brody

Edwin Topher Grace
Cuchillo Danny Trejo
Isabelle Alice Braga

Stans Walton Goggins
Nikolai Oleg Taktarov
Noland Laurence Fishburne

20th Century-Fox presents a film
directed by Nimrod Antal. Written
by Alex Litvak and Michael Finch.
Running time: 106 minutes. Rated
R (for strong creature violence and
gore, and pervasive language).
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A Get Him to the Greek
THE POT They discover they're on another world: a perfectly terra-formed Get Low
AND NOW Y0 world, it would seem. The gravity allows them to walk normally, and & The Girl Who Played with Fire
they can breathe the air and drink the water. Royce notices g5
something odd: The sun never moves. They arrive in a clear space o Grown Ups
and realize there are three or four moons in the sky, which are either gj gj Holy Rollers
Buy now » very close or very huge, since their circumferences are many times é.l éJ lam Love
that of our moon. a1a1 Inception
.{qr ' ) o ) dréh Joan Rivers: A Piece of Work
1 1 Now hold on here. As every science-fiction fan knows, if a planet EIET Jonah Hex
i Ha always presents the same facg to |‘Es sun, and is ringed by bodies &y The Karate Kid
apparently larger than it is, it will quickly become molten lava pulled o L o o
, hither and yon by vast tidal forces. But never mind. After the visitors QJE Ihe K|ds a.re _A_” F_l!qht
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YEARBUUR are attacked by humongous beasts of prey, Royce figures it out: % 1he Killer inside Me
They're in a game preserve. He figures out a lot of things in the a1 Knight and Day
movie, which might have been more fun if he hadn't. 2 The Last Airbender

Buy now » & Life During Wartime
YVho runs"this game preserve, and why? If you recall the first 2 Love Ranch
Predator’ (‘}987), Arnold Sghwgrzeneqqer and other k|IIerls found gg Marmaduke
themselves in the Amazon fighting an unseen predatory alien. Has 55 —
that race of aliens imported humans to its solar system for a - M?i!
rematch? Is it a wise use of resources to transport several mammals 2 Micmacs
untold light years through space just so you can watch them getting & La Mission
their asses predatored? didy Mother and Child

d1dy 9500 Libert

Buy now > No time to think about them. Here come some really vicious & October Country
warthog-looking creatures. They weigh about half a ton apiece, move & 0SS 117: Lost in Rio
nEE as fast as lions, and have so many horns and spikes sticking out of S5 W
them that fornicating must have to be a sometime thing. i = . )
En‘l‘ FAE7 Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time
IIM s Can you spot the design flaw? Its horns or fangs, whatever they are, _ 5] Princess Kaiulani
extend too far in front of its mouth! Yes, after they kill their prey, how a1a1 Putty Hill
do they eat them? It's as inconvenient as a muzzle on a pitbull. | &1 Ramona and Beezus
thought, maybe they lie on their backs and shovel the food in with &dy Restrepo
196"2““,] their feet? But no, how's that gonna work with all the spikes on their &y Salt
» —
Buy now backs? I Sex and the City 2
Never mind. The movie is mostly about our nasty heroes being a:' él A Small Act
2% attacked by terrifying antagonists in incomprehensible muddles of g1a1 A Small Act
- lightning-fast special effects. It lacks the quiet suspense of the first ESTES! Solitary Man
“Predator,” and please don't even mention the “Alien vs. Predator” &1 Something Better Somewhere Else
pictures, which lacked the subtlety of “Mothra vs. Godzilla.” The g The Sorcerer's Apprentice
resident aliens view everything in POV shots through what looks like & Splice

a video monitor with a haywire color adjustment, and they appear in

ways | will not go into. &1 Spoken Word

Buy now » §181  Survival of the Dead
There are always a few characters who get killed in attack movies &1 Toy Story 3
like this. What confuses me is why they don't all get killed? Think I3 The Twilight Saga: Eclipse
about that warthog again. If that thing hit you at 20 mph and got you 202 The Twilight Saga: Eclipse
down on the ground and all you could do was stab it with your knife, & d Vengeance
would you expect to have dialogue later in the film? & Wild Grass

There is of course one woman in the film, Isabelle (Alice Braga). She &1 The Wild Hunt

and Royce slowly bond, and eventually at the end ... but no, | can't e1e) Winter's Bone
tell you if they kiss. That would be a spoiler. One thing you know for more current releases »
sure: The alien warthogs don't spend a lot of time frenching.
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