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Emile de Ravin and Robert Pattinson in "Remember Me."

Remember Me

BY ROGER EBERT / March 10, 2010

"Remember Me" tells a
sweet enough love story,
and tries to invest it with
profound meaning by linking
it to a coincidence. It doesn't
work that way. People meet,
maybe they fall in love,
maybe they don't, maybe
they're happy, maybe
they're sad. That's life. If, let
us say, a refrigerator falls
out of a window and
squishes one of them, that's
life, too, but it's not a story
many people want to see.
We stand there looking at
the blood seeping out from
under the Kelvinator and
ask with Peggy Lee, is that
all there is?

You can't exactly say the
movie cheats. It brings the
refrigerator onscreen in the
first scene. It ties the action
to a key date in Kelvinator
history, one everybody
knows even if that's all they know about refrigerators. But come on.
This isn't the plot for a love story, it's the plot for a Greek tragedy. It
may be true, as King Lear tells us, that as flies to wanton boys are we
to th' gods. But we don't want to think ourselves as flies, or see fly love
stories. Bring on the eagles.

The fact is, "Remember Me" is a well-made movie. I cared about the
characters. I felt for them. Liberate them from the plot's destiny, which
is an anvil around their necks, and you might have something.

The film opens on a New York subway platform. A young girl

in theaters
latest reviews

more current releases »

one-minute movie reviews

still playing

http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100512/REVIEWS/100519989/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100512/REVIEWS/100519988/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100512/REVIEWS/100519990/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100512/REVIEWS/100519992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100303/REVIEWS/100309991
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100324/REVIEWS/100329984
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100407/REVIEWS/100409989
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100217/REVIEWS/100219976
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100303/REVIEWS/100309990
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100310/REVIEWS/100319996
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100505/REVIEWS/100509980
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100421/REVIEWS/100429995
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100217/REVIEWS/100219977
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100317/REVIEWS/100319979
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100324/REVIEWS/100329990
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100331/REVIEWS/100339987
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100331/REVIEWS/100339986
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100224/REVIEWS/100229988
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100224/REVIEWS/100229989
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100217/REVIEWS/100219978
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100407/REVIEWS/100409990
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100414/REVIEWS/100419974
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100317/REVIEWS/100319980
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100224/REVIEWS/100229990
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100414/REVIEWS/100419985
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100428/REVIEWS/100429978
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100317/REVIEWS/100319985
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100224/REVIEWS/100229991
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100421/REVIEWS/100429989
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100317/REVIEWS/100319981
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS08
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=ANSWERMAN
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=PEOPLE
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=COMMENTARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=FILMFESTIVALS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=OSCARS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=GLOSSARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=letters
http://blogs.suntimes.com/ebert/
http://blogs.suntimes.com/scanners/
http://astore.amazon.com/rogerebcom-20
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/sports/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/business/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/index.html
http://classifieds.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/columnists/index.html
javascript:NewWindow('400','650','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=register');
https://register.suntimes.com/register
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909003
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909005
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/41117002
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909004
javascript:NewWindow('300','200','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=userrate&LinkID=78902&Title=Remember%20Me')
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100310/REVIEWS/100319993&template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(400,300,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20100310&Category=REVIEWS&ArtNo=100319993&SiteData=EB&Profile=1023&SectionCat=REVIEWS08');
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Robert%20Pattinson&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Chris%20Cooper&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Lena%20Olin&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Pierce%20Brosnan&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Peggy%20Lee&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=reviews
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740785362?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740771795?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS


10-05-17 6:09 PMRemember Me :: rogerebert.com :: Reviews

Page 2 of 3http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100310/REVIEWS/100319993/1023/REVIEWS08

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo
The Good Guy
The Good Heart
The Greatest
Green Zone
Greenberg
Happy Tears
Harry Brown
Home
Hot Tub Time Machine
How to Train Your Dragon
Hubble 3D

 The Human Centipede
Iron Man 2
The Joneses
Just Wright
Kick-Ass
The Last Song
Leaves of Grass
Letters to Juliet
The Losers
The Most Dangerous Man in America
Mother
My Son, My Son, What Have Ye Done
Nick Nolte: No Exit
A Nightmare on Elm Street
North Face
Our Family Wedding
The Perfect Game
Please Give
A Prophet
Red Riding Trilogy
Remember Me
Repo Men
Ricky
Robin Hood
The Runaways
The Secret in Their Eyes
The Secret of Kells
She's Out of My League
A Shine of Rainbows
Shutter Island
The Square
Terribly Happy
That Evening Sun
Vincent: A Life in Color
Vincere
Waking Sleeping Beauty
Who Do You Love?
The Yellow Handkerchief

Buy now » 

Buy now » 

Buy now» 

Buy now» 

Buy now» 

witnesses the senseless murder of her mother. We meet her again as
a young woman. She is Ally Craig (Emilie de Ravin, from "Lost"), the
daughter of a police sergeant (Chris Cooper). She's in college. Having
lost his wife, he is intensely protective of her.

We meet a feckless young man named Tyler Hawkins (Robert
Pattinson). He slouches about trying to look like a dissipated Robert
Pattinson. Drinks too much, smokes too much, has the official four-
day stubble on his face, hair carefully messed up, bad attitude. He
lives in a pigpen of an apartment with a roommate named Aidan (Tate
Ellington), who might have been played by Oscar Levant back in the
days when such roommates were obnoxious, OK, but bearable.

Tyler gets drunk one night, is thrown out of a club, gets in a fight, the
cops are called, and when it's almost all over, he shoves one of the
cops -- Sgt. Craig, of course. Young drunks: It is extremely unwise to
shove the cop who is about to let you off with a warning. Tyler is
thrown in the slammer. Not long after in school, the snaky Aidan tells
Tyler that their pretty classmate Ally is the daughter of that very cop.
He dares Tyler to ask her out and then dump her in revenge.

Aidan is a jerk, but logically Tyler is, too, because this set-up is
morally reprehensible. However, to the surprise of no one in the
audience, Tyler falls for Amy and neglects to break up with her. Their
courtship is a sensitive, well-acted progression through stages of
mutual trust and Tyler's gradual rediscovery of his own real feelings.

There's an intriguing subplot. Tyler's parents are divorced. His father is
the immensely wealthy Charles Hawkins (Pierce Brosnan), whose
office looks larger than small airplane terminals. Diane, his mother
(Lena Olin), has remarried. Tyler's beloved kid sister Caroline (Ruby
Jerins) lives with her. Only with Caroline can Tyler relax and drop the
sullen facade, showing warmth and love. Until he meets Ally -- and
then there are two safe harbors, and his rebirth begins.

Pierce Brosnan plays a key role in the process. He has only a few
significant scenes in the movie, but plays them so well that he
convincingly takes a three-step character development and makes it
into an emotional evolution. Meanwhile, Ally and Tyler encounter fierce
opposition to their relationship from her dad, who can't be blamed
because as a cop, he saw Tyler at his drunken worst.

These people and their situation grow more involving as the movie
moves along. Then there's a perfect storm of coincidences to supply
the closing scenes. That's what I object to.

If we invest in a film's characters, what happens to them should be
intrinsically important to us. We don't require emotional reinforcement
to be brought in from outside. The movie tries to borrow profound
meaning, but succeeds only in upstaging itself so overwhelmingly that
its characters become irrelevant. I'm guessing the message is:
Parents, when you have a rebel child who hates you, someday you
will learn what a good person that child really was. It's the dream of
every tormented adolescent. Many of them become parents
themselves and get their turn at being resented. Such is life.
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The Road   (5/25) 
Voyager   (5/25) 
Alice in Wonderland   (6/1) 

more coming on dvd »

great movies on dvd

The Hairdresser's Husband  (1/27) 
Howards End  (2/23) 
Make Way for Tomorrow  (2/23) 
Pink Floyd: The Wall  (2/24) 
The Big Lebowski  (3/10) 
Gone With the Wind  (4/13) 
My Life to Live / Vivre sa Vie  (4/20) 

more great movies on dvd »
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