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Secretariat

BY ROGER EBERT / October 6, 2010

When Secretariat died at
19, my friend Bill Nack told
me the autopsy revealed
that the animal's heart was
2 and a half times the size
of an average horse's. Bill
had followed the horse for
its entire life and wrote the
book Secretariat, which
inspired this film.

Bill and | became good
friends at the University of
lllinois in 1962. | remember
him telling me in the 1970s
about a racehorse he
admired with great passion.
| thought it was curious that
Nack, who could recite long
passages from Fitzgerald
and Eliot by heart, had
been lured away from
literature by a racehorse.
Now | understand. He
found literature in a
racehorse.

Bill has been the close
friend of a lifetime. | would

cast & credits
Penny Diane Lane

Lucien John Malkovich
Penny's father Scott Glenn
Phipps James Cromwell
Eddie Sweat Nelsan Ellis
Jack Tweedy Dylan Walsh
Bull Hancock Fred Dalton
Thompson

Bill Nack Kevin Connolly
Pancho Nestor Serrano

Walt Disney Co. presents a film
directed by Randall Wallace.
Written by Mike Rich, suggested by
the book Secretariat by William
Nack. Running time: 116 minutes.
Rated PG (for brief mild language).
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call that not a conflict of interest in writing this review, but more of a
declaration. | have no fear in suggesting that his 20 years as
Secretariat's biographer and his daily presence on the set
contributed materially to this film. "Secretariat" just knows all sorts of
things, and many of them | knew from Bill telling me over the years.
They also grow from his love of horses, which began when he was a

stable boy.

http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009986

movie reviews

1 Trick of a tiny belly :

e saaa el e e e e g

Cut down a bit

> of your belly
every day by
using this
old tip.

)

1 wei
in theaters

latest reviews
202 Burlesque

g1 Faster
g Love and Other Drugs

iy Made in Dagenham
§IE3 The Nutcracker in 3D

é Outside the Law
& Seven Days in Slow Motion
é Welcome to the Rileys

more current releases »

one-minute movie reviews

still playing
U Bran Nue Dae
&id Buried
2L Burlesque
i Catfish
Conviction
Due Date
Easy A
Essential Killing
Exit Through the Gift Shop
Fair Game
Faster
For Colored Girls
Four Lions
The Girl Who Kicked the Hornets' Nest
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1
Hatchet II
Hereafter
Hideaway
Howl
I Spit on Your Grave
I'm Still Here
Inside Job
Jack Goes Boating

|l

g
oo iogd ool oo e B o Lo el f gl el e

<

=

&

Page 1 of 3


http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://earthshare.org/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129989/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129988/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129991/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129987/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129994/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129990/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129995/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100908/REVIEWS/100909985/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929996/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129989/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929991/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019992/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109991/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100915/REVIEWS/100919992/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119959/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109989/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109993/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129988/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109992/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119993/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101027/REVIEWS/101029976/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101116/REVIEWS/101119969/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929979/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101019/REVIEWS/101019979/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101027/REVIEWS/101029977/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929980/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009983/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100907/REVIEWS/100909992/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019990/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929992/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS08
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=ANSWERMAN
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=PEOPLE
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=COMMENTARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=FILMFESTIVALS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=OSCARS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=GLOSSARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=letters
http://blogs.suntimes.com/ebert/
http://blogs.suntimes.com/scanners/
http://astore.amazon.com/rogerebcom-20
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/sports/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/business/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/index.html
http://classifieds.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/columnists/index.html
javascript:NewWindow('400','650','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=register');
https://register.suntimes.com/register
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909003
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909005
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/41117002
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909004
javascript:NewWindow('300','200','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=userrate&LinkID=81308&Title=Secretariat')
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009986/0/LETTERS&template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(400,300,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20101006&Category=REVIEWS&ArtNo=101009986&SiteData=EB&SectionCat=');
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Diane%20Lane&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=John%20Malkovich&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Scott%20Glenn&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=James%20Cromwell&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Dylan%20Walsh&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Randall%20Wallace&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://ad.bnmla.com/click?pid=370&zid=2827&aid=20841&cid=506&advid=70
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=reviews
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101027/ANSWERMAN/101029980
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Movies-III-Roger-Ebert/dp/0226182088?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Movies-III-Roger-Ebert/dp/0226182088?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Pot-How-Use-Mystery-Romance/dp/0740791427?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Pot-How-Use-Mystery-Romance/dp/0740791427?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS

Secretariat :: rogerebert.com :: Reviews

[ROGER |

Buy now »

h"

|

1961-2001

Buy now »

Buy now »

Buy now»

EBERY
GREAT
MOVIES

Buy now>»

ROGER
EBERT

GREAT
MOVIES

Buy now>»

lug Onto)

rmumu uf1)

Let me tell you a story. When Bill was a reporter at Newsday, he
climbed on a desk at an office party and recited the names of every
Derby winner, correctly, in order. When he climbed down, the editor
quietly called him aside and said, "How do you know that?" Then he
made Bill the paper's turf writer, in some way setting this movie in
motion.

You don't need me to tell you Secretariat was the crowning glory of
the Sport of Kings. In 1973, he became the first Triple Crown
champion in 25 years. Though more than 37 years have passed
since he set records in the Kentucky Derby and the Belmont Stakes,
those records stand today.

It was said by some he was
better over shorter
distances, and that at the
Belmont, he would fade
against his great rival Sham,
who would show more
endurance. Secretariat won
the Belmont by 31 lengths. |
knew that. Everybody knows
that. Bill has shown me
video of that race, with the
astonishing gap between
Secretariat and the rest of

4 -
The real Secretariat winning the

the field. So why, when | Belmont.
saw the race in the film, did |
have tears in my eyes? (Enlarge Image)

It was because "Secretariat" is a movie that allows us to understand
what it really meant. This isn't some cornball formula film. It doesn't
have a contrived romance. It's certainly not about an underdog: At
the Belmont, Secretariat only paid $2.20 on a $2 bet, and 5,617
holders of winning tickets held onto them as souvenirs (a wise
investment; those tickets go on eBay for as much as $1,000).
"Secretariat" takes none of those mundane paths. It is a great film
about greatness, the story of the horse and the no less brave
woman who had faith in him.

Penny Chenery (Diane Lane) was the daughter of a Virginia horse
farm owner. Her father (Scott Glenn) was ill, and his family thought
they should sell the farm. But she could read lineages. She flipped a
coin with a millionaire and "lost" but won the mare she wanted —
and she was there in the stable when the mare gave birth. The
groom said he'd never before seen a horse stand up on its legs that
soon after birth.

There was something about Secretariat. Bill, who was a regular
visitor at Meadow Farm in Virginia throughout the horse's life, tried to
get me to understand: The people around the horse felt it was
blessed. Penny Chenery refused to sell the farm, turned down an
offer of $7 miillion for the still-untested horse, and left her husband
and family behind in Colorado to commute to Virginia. She had faith.
So did he groom Eddie Sweat (Nelsan Ellis), who was with
Secretariat more than any other human being during the horse's life.
And so did Lucien Laurin (John Malkovich), the trainer who had
been trying to retire when Penny hauled him away from his golf
clubs.

The movie focuses closely on the owner, the trainer and the groom.
It has no time for foolishness. When the time for the coin flip comes
with millionaire Ogden Phipps (James Cromwell), we understand
why Mrs. Chenery wants the mare she does, and director Randall
Wallace underlines that with admirable economy, using a closeup of
Malkovich studying a breeding chart that works better than five
minutes of dialogue.

Gene Siskel used to say his favorite movies were about what people
actually do all day. That's what "Secretariat" is. It pays us the
compliment of really caring about thoroughbred racing. In a low-key
way, it conveys an enormous amount of information. And it creates
characters who, because of spot-on casting, are vivid, human and
complex. Consider how it deals with the relationship between Penny
and her husband, Jack Tweedy (Dylan Walsh). They became
estranged because of her decisions, Nack says, but the movie only
implies that rather than getting mired in a soap opera.

As a woman, Penny is closed out of racing's all-boy club. If a man
neglected his family for a race horse, that might be common. But a
woman is committing some sin against nature. And when she

http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009986

10-11-30 8:14 PM

d1dh  Last Train Home
CalY Legendary
dréh Let Me In
20 Life as We Know It
& Love and Other Drugs
iy Made in Dagenham
é Megamind
& Modus Operandi
didy  Monsters
dréh Morning Glory
iy Never Let Me Go
g The Next Three Days
iy Nowhere Boy
ALY The Nutcracker in 3D
d1éy 127 Hours
é Outside the Law
§1§1  Pparanormal Activity 2
2012 RED
didh Scrappers
dréh Secretariat
& Seven Days in Slow Motion
dréh The Social Network
é Soul Kitchen
d1  Stone
ESTES! Tamara Drewe
& Today's Special
é The Town
iy Unstoppable
& Vision: From the Life of Hildegard von Bingen
iy Waiting for Superman
& Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps
é Welcome to the Rileys
d1dh  White Material
& Winnebago Man
ALY A Woman, a Gun and a Noodle Shop
20 You Again
& You Will Meet a Tall Dark Stranger
more current releases »

on dvd

new on dvd

Eat Pray Love ** (11/23)

The Extra Man * %14 (11/16)

Endless Summer ** % (11/16)

Avatar **** (11/16)

Love Ranch ** (11/9)

Winter's Bone * * * % (10/26)

The Girl Who Played with Fire * % %4 (10/26)
Dark Star * * * (10/26)

Back To The Future Part III * *4 (10/26)
Back To The Future * * *4 (10/26)

more new on dvd »

comlng on dvd

more coming on dvd »

great movies on dvd

Fargo *** % (8/3)

Woodstock (8/3)

Lost in Translation (8/4)

Crumb (8/10)

The Conversation (8/17)

Blade Runner: The Final Cut (9/14)

more great movies on dvd »

Page 2 of 3


http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019988/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100908/REVIEWS/100909984/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929983/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009985/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129991/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129992/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109990/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101020/REVIEWS/101029996/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119967/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101109/REVIEWS/101109973/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929994/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119966/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019987/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129987/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119996/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129994/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101022/REVIEWS/101029991/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019991/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009984/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009986/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129990/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929984/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100908/REVIEWS/100909983/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019989/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101020/REVIEWS/101029993/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119968/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100915/REVIEWS/100919991/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119995/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109994/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929981/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929993/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129995/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119965/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019993/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100915/REVIEWS/100919993/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929995/0/LETTERS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929982/0/LETTERS
javascript:NewWindow(550,500,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/templates/zoom.pbs&Site=EB&Date=20101006&Category=REVIEWS&ArtNo=101009986&Ref=V3&template=zoom');
javascript:NewWindow(550,500,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/templates/zoom.pbs&Site=EB&Date=20101006&Category=REVIEWS&ArtNo=101009986&Ref=V3&template=zoom');
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Diane%20Lane&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Scott%20Glenn&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=John%20Malkovich&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=James%20Cromwell&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Randall%20Wallace&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Dylan%20Walsh&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740785362?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740771795?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740771795?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740763660?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740763660?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182002?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182002?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0767919505?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0767919505?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0767910389?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0767910389?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://earthshare.org/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=reviews
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS06
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100811/REVIEWS/100819999/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100811/REVIEWS/100819998/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/19670612/REVIEWS/706120301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20091211/REVIEWS/912119998/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100628/REVIEWS/100629975/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100616/REVIEWS/100619992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100707/REVIEWS/100709983/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/19800311/REVIEWS/3110301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/19900525/REVIEWS/5250301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/19850703/REVIEWS/507030301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS06
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS07
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS07
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS08_DVD
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20010405/REVIEWS08/104050301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050522/REVIEWS08/505220302/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100804/REVIEWS08/100809996/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051120/REVIEWS08/511200301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20010204/REVIEWS08/102040301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071103/REVIEWS08/71103001/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS08_DVD

Secretariat :: rogerebert.com :: Reviews

\olCan by

Uneenvironment:
Unesimplemay
foicareiforit.

nEarth Share

refused to sell, her whole family — husband, brother, everyone —
put enormous pressure on her. They were sure her decision was

taking money out of their pockets. How she raises money to keep
the farm is ingenious lateral thinking, and best of all, it's accurate.

This whole movie feels authentic. Diane Lane, who is so good in so
many kinds of roles, makes Penny a smart woman with great faith in
her own judgment and the courage to bet the farm on it. Every hair in
place, always smartly turned out, she labors in the trenches with
Lucien and Eddie, negotiates unflinchingly with the Old Boys, eats
the stomach-churning meals at the diners where the track crowd
hangs out. She looked at the greatest racehorse in the world and
knew she was right, when all about her were losing their heads and
blaming it on her.

Of the actors, | especially enjoyed John Malkovich. He has a way of
conveying his reasoning by shorthand and implication. He creates a
portrait of horse trainer who's slow to tip his hand, which is correct.
No role in Mike Rich's screenplay is overwritten, or tries to explain
too much. Like "The Social Network," another contender for year-end
awards, it has supreme confidence in its story and faith that we will
find it fascinating. This is one of the year's best films.

To my shame, | used to kid Bill that he wrote stuff like, "Big Red
knew it was an important day," as if he could read Secretariat's mind.
He wrote nothing of the sort. We would speculate about what a
horse does know. W.G. Sebald once wrote, "Men and animals
regard each other across a gulf of mutual incomprehension." Yes, |
think so. But between Secretariat and his human family something
was comprehended. There's a scene here when Penny Chenery and
her horse look each other in the eye for a long time on an important
morning. You can't tell me they weren't both thinking the same thing.
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