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Sorority Row
Blood and blackmail on ‘Sorority Row’

From left: Briana Evigan, Rumer Willis, Leah Piper, and Jamie Chung star in “Sorority Row.’’ (Michael
Desmond)

By Jonathan Perry
Globe Correspondent  September 12, 2009

Nothing says sisterhood like slipping your college gal pal a date-rape drug to
render her semi-conscious, and then throwing her body down a mine shaft
after a prank goes awry. And nothing should bring a group of five graduating
sorority sisters closer together than a conspiracy to cover up that friend’s
accidental murder, even as the body count by a revenge-seeking assassin - who
really likes his work, by the way - piles as high as the suds in the sorority hot
tub.

But of course, if "Sorority Row" had a cast of
characters - or a story line, for that matter - that
was as half as smart, strong, or secretive as the
sisters’ Theta Pi pledge, we wouldn’t get all the
blackmail, bitching, and backhanded
compliments these young women dole out to
one another.

But they’re trying to keep it together, and they
have the frantic text messages and the stiletto
heel fatigue to prove it. We do get a nagging
pang of conscience from the regret-torn Cassidy
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SORORITY ROW
Directed by: Stewart Hendler

Screenplay by: Josh Stolberg and
Peter Goldfinger

Starring: Briana Evigan,

Leah Piper, Audrina Patridge,
Rumer Willis, Jamie Chung,

Carrie Fisher.

At: Boston Common, Fenway,
suburbs

Running time: 101 minutes

Rated: R (strong violence,
language, some sexuality/nudity)

pang of conscience from the regret-torn Cassidy
(Briana Evigan). Her nemesis, naturally, is a
blond Stepford Wife-in-Waiting named Jessica
(Leah Piper) who wants to marry the senator’s
son. “Now, let’s go wash the blood off in the lake
and get back to the party,’’ Jessica announces
after the evil deed is done, priorities in place.

And as for Bruce Willis and Demi Moore’s
daughter Rumer Willis? As Ellie, she just mostly
shakes and screams a lot like she’s really scared.
Either she’s afraid the hooded killer is coming to
get her next, or maybe her mom is threatening

to make her watch “Striptease’’ again.

In either case, “Sorority Row’’ follows the imaginatively bankrupt trend of
remaking slasher films from the 1970s and ’80s. This time, it’s a regurgitation
of Mark Rosman’s “The House on Sorority Row,’’ a mostly forgotten 1983
horror flick that features a different victim but the same hackneyed formula of
nubile (and of course conniving) young women being chased, chopped, beaten,
and bludgeoned.

Director Stewart Hendler pays homage to Rosman by having the girls go to a
school of the same name. His other touches are less subtle. The “scary’’
moments are of the sneak-up-on-you-from-behind variety, but there’s little
suspense. And apparently no one throws a light switch or gets smoke inhalation
in a burning house anymore. All of which begs the question: What on earth is
Carrie Fisher (playing the crusty sorority mother, Mrs. Crenshaw) doing in this
movie? Maybe she liked the idea of toting a shotgun and saying “Come to
mama!’’ as she reloads.

© Copyright 2009 Globe Newspaper Company.

Start your week off right with in-depth coverage. Subscribe now to the Globe.

READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments (1) »   Comment on this story »

 

INSIDE BOSTON.COM

WWE SMACKDOWN IN BOSTON

Pro wrestlers competed
Tuesday at the TD Garden

EARTHQUAKE HITS INDONESIA

See the aftermath of the
earthquake

TRANSFORMING HAVERHILL

A thriving neighborhood is
growing out of dilapidated
mills

SOX CLINCH

The Red Sox whooped it up
after clinching the A.L.
wildcard

PLUS...
Blogs Crossword Comics
Horoscopes Games Lottery

the end of each week in multiple formats.

AUDIO PODCAST:  

VIDEO PODCAST:  

MORE 'TAKE 2' MOVIE REVIEWS

CURRENT RELEASES

 ‘Bright Star’

 ‘Amreeka’

 ‘Disgrace’

 ‘Pandorum’

 ‘Five Minutes of Heaven’

 ‘Paris’

 ‘Fame’

 ‘Surrogates,’

 ‘I Hope They Serve Beer in Hell’

ALL NEW RELEASES

| |

| | |

http://bostonglobe.com/subscriber/offer/go/zip.asp?cd=WW049774&od=372
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/12/blood_and_blackmail_on_sorority_row/?comments=all
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/12/blood_and_blackmail_on_sorority_row/?comments=all#addComm
http://www.boston.com/thingstodo/gallery/29smackdown
http://www.boston.com/news/world/asia/gallery/093009Indonesia/
http://www.boston.com/realestate/gallery/093009_haverhill/
http://www.boston.com/sports/baseball/redsox/gallery/2009/09_29_09_sox_v_toronto?pg=14
http://www.boston.com/news/blogs/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Crossword
http://www.boston.com/ae/puzzles/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Crossword
http://www.boston.com/ae/comics/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Comics
http://www.uclick.com/client/bos/el/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Horoscopes
http://games.boston.com/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Games
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/numbers/lottery.html?p1=Bottom_Plus_Lottery
http://ads.networldmedia.net:80/servlet/ajrotator/783209/0/cj?ajkey=V1275121400J-573I573L148200D841BAEAD841BAEAL791624L784681QL148891QQL9229640G00G057
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/video/take2
http://vodcast.boston.com/vodcast/bg_globe_take_2_podcast.xml
http://phobos.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=322853472
http://vodcast.boston.com/vodcast/bg_globe_take_2_vodcast.xml
http://phobos.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=322853471
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/video/take2
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/current_releases/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/bright_star_shines_with_romance_eroticism/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/amreeka_explores_the_recent_arab_immigrant_experience_in_the_united_states/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/disgrace_is_a_harsh_tale_of_post_apartheid_south_africa/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/pandorum_chills_to_the_core/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/five_minutes_of_heaven_starts_strong_but_fizzles_out/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/paris_takes_a_loving_look_at_the_city_through_the_eyes_of_some_lovely_characters/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/not_much_to_remember_in_fame_remake/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/in_surrogates_living_the_simulated_life/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/25/beer_in_hell_is_crude_and_rude/
http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/current_releases/


30/09/09 8:13 PM'Sorority Row' movie review - 'Sorority Row' showtimes - The Boston Globe

Page 3 of 3http://www.boston.com/ae/movies/articles/2009/09/12/blood_and_blackmail_on_sorority_row/

     

Tourisme Mont-
Tremblant, your resort

destination !

Visit ICA Boston
Award-winning waterfront

museum .

One day. 
One thousand memories.

Let your new home find
you with email alerts

Personal Home Security
Personal Home Security savings

Shop for security products & save!
gocsi.com

Home Security Window
Find it Here. Resources and Info on

Home Security Window
www.tnttools.ca/catalog

Home  Today's Globe  News  Business  Sports  Lifestyle  A&E  Things to Do  Travel  Cars  Jobs  Real Estate  Local Search

CONTACT BOSTON.COM  Help  Advertise  Work here  Privacy Policy  Newsletters  Mobile  RSS feeds  Sitemap  Make Boston.com your homepage
CONTACT THE BOSTON GLOBE  Subscribe  Manage your subscription  Advertise  The Boston Globe Extras  The Boston Globe Store  © 2009 NY Times Co.

Sponsored Links

Horoscopes Games Lottery
Caption contest Today in

history

Food
Yvonne Abraham
RECIPES Autumn food

Obituaries
Horoscope
Weather

MOST E-MAILED

1. A swing & a miss

2. Pork chops with roasted apples and squash

3. Myth of the underpaid public employee

4. 350 Massachusetts high school seniors are Merit Scholarship
semifinalists

5. Canseco to box in the Bay State, oh boy.

6. State gives initial approval to $660m in school construction

7. Bars on books jar Harvard students

RECOMMENDED SEARCHES

ABOUT THIS LIST

| | |

| |

| | | | | | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | | |

| | | | | |

http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/ae/movies/1572396651/POPUP/default/empty.gif/436741416845644575574141446f6563
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/ae/movies/1395210936/EXTRA/default/empty.gif/436741416845644575574141446f6563
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/ae/movies/L24/466904166/SPONSOR1/boston/m_tourisme060109_ae_LINK/noname3.jpg/436741416845644575574141446f6563
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/ae/movies/L24/605560872/SPONSOR2/boston/m_ica091809_aexx_LINK/m_anchorage040109_rosx_LINK.html/436741416845644575574141446f6563
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/ae/movies/L24/1412649193/SPONSOR3/boston/m_kingrich090109_aexx_LINK/KRF_75x35sponsor_082809.gif/436741416845644575574141446f6563
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/ae/movies/L17/2099785215/SPONSOR4/boston/r_real_rore_LINK-house/real_rore_LINK-house.html/436741416845644575574141446f6563
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/ae/movies/1004514228/SPONSOR5/default/empty.gif/436741416845644575574141446f6563
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/ae/movies/1467675370/SPONSOR6/default/empty.gif/436741416845644575574141446f6563
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BdZNorA_ESv-KIajKqAO74JgonOqklAHKqv7sBsCNtwHA3h8QARgBIPeYgAsoAjgAUMz3vI3-_____wFg_cCugfQDsgEOd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb226AQk3Mjh4OTBfanPIAQHaAVhodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvc3Rvbi5jb20vYWUvbW92aWVzL2FydGljbGVzLzIwMDkvMDkvMTIvYmxvb2RfYW5kX2JsYWNrbWFpbF9vbl9zb3Jvcml0eV9yb3cvqAMB6AO9AegDIvUDAAQABPUDFAAAAQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxICK2t98jbzL8-Nc0vn-kYPwF8CA&client=ca-boston_display&adurl=http://www.watchmyclicktraffic.org/%3Fz001%3DAdwords%26z002%3DSpring%2520Security%26z003%3DPersonal%2520Home%2520Security%26z004%3Dpersonal%2520home%2520security%26z005%3Dpersonal%2520home%2520securityz%26006%3Dwww.boston.com%26z007%3Dcontent%26z008%3D%7Bcreativeid%7D%26z009%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.gocsi.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BCTp6rA_ESv-KIajKqAO74Jgos8DhYLv-l68KwI23AcDPJBACGAIg95iACygCOABQub2lZmD9wK6B9AOyAQ53d3cuYm9zdG9uLmNvbboBCTcyOHg5MF9qc8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uLmNvbS9hZS9tb3ZpZXMvYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwOS8wOS8xMi9ibG9vZF9hbmRfYmxhY2ttYWlsX29uX3Nvcm9yaXR5X3Jvdy-pAh20EYEjIa8-qAMB6AO9AegDIvUDAAQABPUDFAAAAQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzEl-0z_7eoTr3zZyJbpCCRSgc82w&client=ca-boston_display&adurl=http://www.vermiculitesolutionsinc.com/%3Fadsource%3DAdwords%26campaign%3DTnTtool-01%26adgroup%3DHome%2520Security%2520Window%26keyword%3Dhome%2520security%2520window%26query%3Dhome%2520security%2520window%26sourcesite%3Dwww.boston.com%26traffictype%3Dcontent%26creativeid%3D2726416443%26redir%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww%252etnttools%252eca/catalog/
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/
http://www.boston.com/news/
http://www.boston.com/business/
http://www.boston.com/sports/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/
http://www.boston.com/ae/
http://www.boston.com/thingstodo/
http://www.boston.com/travel/
http://www.boston.com/cars/
http://www.boston.com/jobs/
http://www.boston.com/realestate/
http://www.boston.com/search/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://www.boston.com/help/
http://www.boston.com/mediakit/bgm/index.html
http://boston.monster.com/search.aspx?q=%22boston.com%22&cy=us&cnme=boston&sid=40&re=100&jto=1
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://members.boston.com/reg/login.do?dispatch=loginpage&p1=Foot_ContactBostonCom_Newsletters
http://www.boston.com/mobile/
http://www.boston.com/tools/rss/
http://spiderbites.boston.com/sitemap-service/Home.xml
http://www.boston.com/help/homepage/
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://bostonglobe.com/subscribers/homedelivery.aspx?id=5278
http://bostonglobe.com/subscribers/custserv.aspx?id=5274
https://bostonglobe.com/advertiser/
http://bostonglobe.com/subscribers/extras/index.aspx
http://services.bostonglobe.com/globestore/category.cgi?category=0&source=bcomfooter&kw=bcomfooter1
http://www.uclick.com/client/bos/el/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Horoscopes
http://games.boston.com/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Games
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/numbers/lottery.html?p1=Bottom_Plus_Lottery
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/toons/?p1=Bottom_Plus_CaptionContest
http://www.boston.com/news/history/?p1=Bottom_Plus_TodayinHistory
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=food&s.isBrowse=y&p1=Well_MostPop_Hottest_Searches_Pos1
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=yvonne+abraham&s.isBrowse=y&p1=Well_MostPop_Hottest_Searches_Pos2
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=autumn+food&s.tab=recipes&s.isBrowse=y&p1=Well_MostPop_Hottest_Searches_Pos3
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=obituaries&s.isBrowse=y&p1=Well_MostPop_Hottest_Searches_Pos4
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=horoscope&s.isBrowse=y&p1=Well_MostPop_Hottest_Searches_Pos5
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=weather&s.isBrowse=y&p1=Well_MostPop_Hottest_Searches_Pos6
http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on/popular?time=hour&p1=MEWell_See_Full_List
http://www.boston.com/ae/food/restaurants/articles/2009/09/30/a_swing_and_a_miss_for_big_papis_grille/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed1
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/food/articles/2009/09/30/pork_chops_with_roasted_apples_and_squash/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed2
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2009/09/30/myth_of_the_underpaid_public_employee/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed3
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/needham/2009/09/by_matt_rocheleau_globe_corres_4.html?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed4
http://www.boston.com/ae/celebrity/more_names/blog/2009/09/canseco_to_box_in_the_bay_stat.html?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed5
http://www.boston.com/yourtown/news/needham/2009/09/by_brock_parker_globe_correspo.html?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed6
http://www.boston.com/news/education/higher/articles/2009/09/30/bars_on_books_jar_harvard_students/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed7
http://www.boston.com/help/search/hottest_help/

