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20th Century Fox presents a film
directed by Tony Scott. Written by
Mark Bomback. Running time: 98
minutes. Rated PG-13 (for
sequences of action and peril, and
some language).
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Unstoppable

BY ROGER EBERT / November 10, 2010

The freight train pulls out of
a siding with no engineer
on board and accelerates
to 70 m.p.h., and you see
how Tony Scott's
"Unstoppable" gets its title.
The movie is as relentless
as the train, slowly
gathering momentum
before a relentless final
hour of continuous
suspense. In terms of sheer
craftsmanship, this is a
superb film.

The trouble begins when an
engineer (Ethan Suplee)
dismounts after thinking he
had brought the train to a
full stop. He hasn't. When
he sees the train slowly
pulling away, the look on
his face is adequate to fuel
the next several minutes. At
first, it's assumed that the train is a "coaster," but no luck. It's under
full throttle. 

Scott tells the story from several points of view. In the cab of another
train, a longtime engineer named Barnes (Denzel Washington) is
breaking in a new man, Colson (Chris Pine). In the station yard, a
yard master named Connie Hooper (Rosario Dawson) is in charge of
dispatch and operations. In the railroad's corporate offices, an
executive (Kevin Dunn) is concerned mostly about the cost of losing
the train, which seems harsh, since it is carrying hazardous materials
and is rocketing straight toward the heart of Scranton, Pa.

 

in theaters
latest reviews

more current releases »

one-minute movie reviews

still playing

http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://earthshare.org/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101116/REVIEWS/101119969/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119959/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119967/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119966/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119965/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129989/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129988/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129991/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129992/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129987/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100831/REVIEWS/100839999/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100908/REVIEWS/100909985/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929996/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129989/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100922/REVIEWS/100929991/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101013/REVIEWS/101019992/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109991/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100915/REVIEWS/100919992/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101117/REVIEWS/101119959/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109989/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109993/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101123/REVIEWS/101129988/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101103/REVIEWS/101109992/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119993/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101027/REVIEWS/101029976/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101116/REVIEWS/101119969/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929979/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101019/REVIEWS/101019979/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101027/REVIEWS/101029977/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100929/REVIEWS/100929980/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101006/REVIEWS/101009983/1001
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS08
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=ANSWERMAN
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=PEOPLE
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=COMMENTARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=FILMFESTIVALS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=OSCARS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=GLOSSARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=letters
http://blogs.suntimes.com/ebert/
http://blogs.suntimes.com/scanners/
http://astore.amazon.com/rogerebcom-20
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/sports/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/business/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/index.html
http://classifieds.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/columnists/index.html
javascript:NewWindow('400','650','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=register');
https://register.suntimes.com/register
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909003
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909005
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/41117002
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909004
javascript:NewWindow('300','200','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=userrate&LinkID=81945&Title=Unstoppable')
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119995/1001&template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(400,300,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20101110&Category=REVIEWS&ArtNo=101119995&SiteData=EB&SectionCat=');
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Denzel%20Washington&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Rosario%20Dawson&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Ethan%20Suplee&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Kevin%20Dunn&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Tony%20Scott&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Tony%20Scott&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Ethan%20Suplee&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Denzel%20Washington&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Rosario%20Dawson&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Kevin%20Dunn&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20101231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=reviews
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Movies-III-Roger-Ebert/dp/0226182088?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Movies-III-Roger-Ebert/dp/0226182088?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Pot-How-Use-Mystery-Romance/dp/0740791427?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Pot-How-Use-Mystery-Romance/dp/0740791427?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://earthshare.org/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS


10-11-24 6:10 PMUnstoppable :: rogerebert.com :: Reviews

Page 2 of 3http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101110/REVIEWS/101119995

I'm Still Here
Inside Job
Jack Goes Boating
Last Train Home
Legendary
Let Me In
Life as We Know It
Love and Other Drugs
Made in Dagenham
Megamind
Mesrine: Public Enemy No. 1
Modus Operandi
Monsters
Morning Glory
Mugabe and the White African
Never Let Me Go
The Next Three Days
Nowhere Boy
The Nutcracker in 3D
127 Hours
Outside the Law
Paranormal Activity 2
RED
Scrappers
Secretariat
The Social Network
Soul Kitchen
Stone
Tamara Drewe
Today's Special
The Town
Unstoppable
Vision: From the Life of Hildegard von Bingen
Waiting for Superman
Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps
White Material
Winnebago Man
A Woman, a Gun and a Noodle Shop
You Again
You Will Meet a Tall Dark Stranger

Buy now » 

Buy now » 

Buy now » 

Buy now » 

Buy now» 

Buy now» 

Buy now» 

Denzel Washington and Chris Pine.

(Enlarge Image)

Overhead, news choppers circle, providing a live TV feed that Scott
intercuts with the action. That allows him a plausible way to provide
an overview and narrate the action; a similar device was used by his
brother Ridley Scott to help us follow events in his "Black Hawk
Down" (2001). 

There isn't a lot of room here for personality development, but
Washington and Pine provide convincing characters, the veteran
driven by love of his job, the new guy more cynical. This conflict isn't
ramped up for dramatic effect in the screenplay by Mark Bomback,
but is allowed to play out as naturally as it can, under the
circumstances. Rosario Dawson makes her dispatcher aggressively
competent, and the hurtling train of course rumbles beneath
everything.

Chase scenes involving
trains have an unavoidable
limit: Trains require tracks
and can only go forward or
in reverse. There are
sidings, but getting on to
one may not be very simple.
Two other films that come to
mind are Buster Keaton's
"The General" (1926) and
Andrei Konchalovsky's
"Runaway Train" (1985),
which won Oscar
nominations for the two men
in its locomotive, Jon Voight
and Eric Roberts. 

How Scott deals with his "chase" is not for me to reveal here, but
although the possibilities of two trains on one track would seem to
be limited, he and Bomback are truly ingenious. They employ a kind
of logical lateral thinking: The trains can move only in certain ways,
but those ways may not be as obvious as we assume. 

Not that those are terms we're thinking of during the action. The
photography and sound here are very effective in establishing that a
train is an enormously heavy thing, and once in motion wants to
continue. We knew that. But Scott all  but crushes us with the weight
of the juggernaut. We are spellbound. And we sure hope those little
kids are saved.
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great movies on dvd

Fargo   (8/3) 
Woodstock  (8/3) 
Lost in Translation  (8/4) 
Crumb  (8/10) 
The Conversation  (8/17) 
Blade Runner: The Final Cut  (9/14) 
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