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The film pays full dues to Marvel mythology, providing Captain America
with his sidekick Bucky Barnes (Sebastian Stan), not such a kid as he
was in the comics. We also meet Howard Stark (Dominic Cooper), who
supports Erskine's research and will eventually, as we know, father Iron
Man. And there is Nick Fury (Samuel L. Jackson), another World War II
hero destined to graduate to his own comic book and, no doubt, movie.
Jackson has the chops to play a first-rate superhero.

The adventures of Captain America are fabricated with first-rate CGI
and are slightly more reality-oriented than in most superhero movies —
which is to say, they're still wildly absurd, but set up and delivered with
more control. CGl makes another invaluable contribution to the movie,
by shrinking the 6-foot Chris Evans into a vertically challenged 90-
pound weakling, and then expanding him dramatically into the muscular
Captain America. This is done seamlessly; | doubted there was a single
shot in the movie showing Evans as he really is, but no: | learn the full-
size Captain is the real Evans, bulked up.

| enjoyed the movie. | appreciated the 1940s period settings and
costumes, which were a break with the usual generic cityscapes. |
admired the way that director Joe Johnston ("October Sky" and
"Jumaniji") propelled the narrative. | got a sense of a broad story, rather
than the impression of a series of sensational set pieces. If Marvel is
wise, it will take this and "Iron Man" as its templates. See it in 2-D if you
can.
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