Cars 2 :: rogerebert.com :: Reviews 11-06-28 9:32 PM

EVON Yo :
rarnow [0 SIS N v

FREE FOREVER 'B_ll‘le_i'f\l'G‘_».é- = BECOME THE LORD # d

)y

rOgEFEbertCOm movie reviews

Reviews | Great Movies | Answer Man | People | Commentary | Festivals | Oscars | Glossary | One-Minute Reviews | Letters | Roger Ebert's Journal | Scanners | Store

CHICAGO SUNTIMES  News

Sports Business Entertainment Classifieds Columnists

search CARS 2 (PG)
TronTmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmas Ebert: ** *4 Users: * **  You: Rate this movie right now

Yow are a selected visttor
THS IS NOT A JOKE!

m Search powered

by YAHOO! The Random number generator

has selected You as a possibl.c
WLWEY.

click here
for your chance to
win the new tPhone 4!

You are not logged in.

Log in »

Subscribe to weekly
newsletter »

times & tickets P theat
S d .......................... Cars 2 in eaters
Fandango :
Search movie : Bad Teacher * *
showtimes and buy BY ROGER EBERT / June 22, 2011 i Buck * %%
tickets. . . : Cars 2 ¥k %J
= While | was watching "Cars : Conan O'Brien Can't Stop * * *
2," an elusive nostalgia - i In Memoriam * * %
about us tggea atmymina. No, | CaSt &credits : The Last Mountain  * *
e ensnatnensasnnrasnnrnnnrnnn wasn't remembering Pixar's : Transformers: Dark of the Moon *
. original "Cars" from 2006. With the voices of: i Trollhunter * % 4
About the site » This was something more Mater Larry the Cable Guy : e T i e
. deeply buried, and finally, Lightning McQueen Owen Wilson
FA . . = . .
Site FAQs » in the middle of one of the Finn McMissile Michael Caine : one-minute movie reviews
Contact us » movie's sensational grand Holley Shiftwell Emily Mortimer P R -
prix races, it came to me: | Miles Axlerod Eddie Izzard : ; ;
" £edic 1zzard : still playin
Email the Movie was sitting on the floor of Francesco John Turturro Ep— pyg ............................................................................. -

Answer Man » my bedroom many years

: i The Art of Getting By * * 4
ago, W'th. SO L8 IS Disney/Pixar present a film A teh - *o*(iettlnq Y
lined up in front of me, . . :Aarthur
: directed by John Lasseter, with co- :  Atlas Shrugged *
while | used my hands to . - - : Atlas ohrugged
director Brad Lewis. Written by : Bad Teacher * *
race them around on the . _ o 2ee _=dr el
floor and in the air Ben Queen. Running time: 107 : The Bang Bang Club * *
i e inutes. Rated G. i Beautiful Boy * * *
SN e e T | Ine dover %+
EBERT > maxe by Printer-friendly » i Beginners * % % 4
squooshing spit in their E-mail this to a friend » : The Big Uneasy * %
= i > H
GREAT mouths. i Bill Cunningham New York * % # %
- £ : Bridesmaids * * % 4
MOVIES In this memory, | was © BOOKMARK uf 50 &7 . ! Buck ® * &
completely engrossed with P Cars2 ¥ &%
my cars. They were as real i Cave of Forgotten Dreams * * * 4
Buy now » as people, and | played favorites and identified one car as my : Conan O'Brien Can't Stop * * *
surrogate. Maybe my hands were swooping around with toys, but my : The Conspirator * * *
imagination was somewhere else, and | performed the dialogue for : Desert Flower * 4
the cars: Oh, yeah? Take that! We'll see! Eeeeyowww! : Everything Must Go * * *
: Fast Five * * %

This memory was not random. | think it was inspired by the spirit of : %‘z ’
John Lasseter's movie. | believe in some sense, the great animator : Lforget He ot

= : e . : Forks Over Knives * * %
was sitting Indian-style on the floor of his Pixar playroom and hurtling

. : : : . The Greatest Movie Ever Sold * * 4
his cars through time and space with sublime reckless delight. We Greeenrﬁzn?chn gv;e‘ S

learned from "Cars" that Le!sseter loves gutomgbiles, gnd here. we The Hanqover Part II * *
learn that they can serve him as avatars in an international racing- ! Hanna * * %1
of - and-spying thriller as wacky as a Bond picture crossed with Daffy { Henry's Crime * %
Duck. i Hesher * %4
- I 1 How to Live Forever * *
'1 | have no idea what kids will make of the movie. At a time when : IAm * %
v p some "grown-up" action films are relentlessly shallow and stupid, : In a Better World * %4
EARBOC here is a movie with such complexity that even the cars sometimes : In Memoriam * * %
Oni0 have to pause and explain it to themselves. It mixes concerns about : Incendies * % %4
dct! ; : ] ] : : Insidious * * 4
fossil fuels with spycraft and a lot of grand prix racing where more is ! Judy Mood d the NOT B S *%
Buy now » at stake than who wins. And it has a new hero: The shiny red ¢ -udy Tloocly and the e
. . ; ) . . : Jumping the Broom * * %
Lightning McQueen (voice of Owen Wilson) is eclipsed by the rusty,
SCORSESE buck-toothed tow truck named Mater (Larry the Cable Guy), wh : Kund Fu Panda 2 * % 4
SLURDESL uck-toothed tow truck named aer.( arry the Cable uy), who ! The Last Mountain * * *
was only a supporting vehicle in the first film. i Louder Than a Bomb * # # 4
: Make Believe * * %
A plot synopsis would spin us into bafflements, and the movie isn't ! Meek's Cutoff * # 4
about a plot so much as the action it involves. Briefly, Sir Miles Midnight in Paris * * % 4
a Axelrod (Eddie Izzard) has invented a new fuel that doesn't deplete : Mr. Popper's Penguins * 4
ty EBERT the planet's shrinking oil reserves and wants to prove itin a World Nuremberg: Its Lesson for Today * * *
Buy now » Grand Prix to be run in England, Japan and lItaly. This is a masterful : Pirqtes 0: ihf Caribbean: On Stranger Tides * *
way of introducing new backdrops into the races, and the movie is so : POtl_Ch? :
visually complex that | imagine Lasseter and his colleagues slipped i The Princess of Montpensier * * * 4
details in just for fun. i Putty Hill * % %%
EBEnlllts i Le Quattro Volte * * * 4
- * k&
hun s-l-“n At one point, in a shot so brief you don't want to blink, we even learn : Queen t?f ’g;e S:n* * 4
= that the Popemobile travels in its own Popemobile. This inspires the - Qw
. . Lo : : Rejoice and Shout * * *
h‘hiﬂs theologl_cal puzzlg of whe_the'r the one inside is the pope. One of my ! Scredm * %
fellow viewers said she didn't even see a Popemobile. Maybe | ! The Soft Skin * * *
1961‘2““1 dreamed it. In any event, there are no humans in the movie who Something Borrowed * *
Buy now > could be the pope, although much is made of the dinosaurs who are : Soul Surfer * %1
a source of fossil fuels. Actually, | believe oil originated from ancient : Source Code ¥ * %1
plants and microorganisms and not so much from dinosaurs, but in : Stake Land * * %
the Lasseter universe, it no doubt comes from gas-guzzling : Strongman * * %
dinosaurs like in those old Rambler ads. i Submarine * % %

Super * *

Super 8 * * x4

13 Assassins * * & 4
Thor * 14

But | digress. Lightning McQueen ends up in a championship duel
with the Italian driver Francesco Bernoulli (John Turturro at full
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Anyway, "Cars 2" is fun. Whether that's because John Lasseter is in

touch with his inner child or mine, | cannot say. There remains one True Grit * * * 4 (6/7)
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nearly as | can tell, Lasseter entirely ignores the greatest
independent American automaker of them all, Studebaker. Maybe |
missed one. | don't think so. There is a more obvious reason.
Introducing a Studebaker Golden Hawk into this film would make all
of the other characters look shabby.
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