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The presence of a new “Cinderella,” the latest of a long line of TV and theatrical movies about the fairy-tale lass (and one lad, if you
count Jerry Lewis in 1960’s “Cinderfella”), caused me to realize that there seems to be a change in the attitudinal wind when it comes
to popular entertainment.

The cynical side winks, knowing smirks, throwback references and dead-pan jokes that are hallmarks of post-modern culture are
being ever so politely nudged aside by an emerging re-appreciation of old-fashioned sincerity and the pleasures of simply playing it
straight.

Basically, warmth is slowly becoming the new cool. 

One of the first signs of this turnabout might have been Tim Burton’s approach to last year’s “Big Eyes,” a biopic about Margaret Keane, the mid-century
kitsch queen of the art world, and her struggle to regain credit for her work from her con-man husband.

Given the inherent creepiness of Keane’s waif portraits, many expected Burton’s humorously sinister sensibilities to seep into the beatnik-era clash of low art
and high drama. But save for a couple “Twilight Zone”-style dream sequences, the filmmaker adhered to telling the true story pretty much as it happened
and focused on building sympathy for its main subject. 

This apparent sincerity revival went global when it arrived in the form of Lady Gaga’s Oscar-night performance of a medley of Rodgers and Hammerstein
songs in honor of “The Sound of Music’s” 50th anniversary.

No one would blame anyone for expecting the pop singer, known for such outlandish stunts as donning a meat dress at an MTV awards show, to inject some
ironic commentary about the sentimental classic into her performance. A bikini-wearing nun smeared with schnitzel with noodles would not have been out
of the question.

Instead, Gaga materialized as a lilting vision of loveliness in a floaty lily-white frock and delivered near-perfect renditions of “The Sound of Music,” “My
Favorite Things,” “Edelweiss” and a soaring “Climb Every Mountain” with an admirably unflinching reverence.

And the Twitter-verse, which has apparently replaced the Gallup Poll as a gauge of public opinion, exploded with thunderous approval. 

Into this shifting atmosphere waltzes “Cinderella,” Disney’s dazzling live-action version of its 1950 animated classic. Other recent retellings of storybook
favorites by the studio such as “Alice in Wonderland” and “Maleficent” reshaped the material for 21st century tastes, turning Lewis Carroll’s heroine into a
pro-active warrior and upgrading the villainous fairy in “Sleeping Beauty” into a misunderstood victim. Even the recent “Into the Woods” featured a
disillusioned Cinderella played by Anna Kendrick.

But director Kenneth Branagh, the Shakespearean actor who successfully launched the comic-book-inspired “Thor” franchise, eschews any such shadings in
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his story of the abused orphaned girl who wins the heart of a handsome prince. No dark themes or disturbing notions. No blatant attempts at inserting a
mega dose of girlish empowerment or the slapping on of a feminist message. Besides, the “Frozen” phenom—the basis of the amusing spinoff short, “Frozen
Fever,” that plays before “Cinderella”—has pretty much covered all those revisionist princess bases.

Instead of letting go of the essence of “Cinderella,” Branagh boldly chose to embrace every familiar detail of this romantic fantasy: the hearth cinders that
give Ella her nickname; the pumpkin that turns into a carriage; Cinderella’s rodent best friends; and, of course, the glass slippers—courtesy of Swarovski.
Meanwhile, those who have seen everyone from Brandy in the 1997 TV musical to Anne Hathaway in 2004’s “Ella Enchanted” attempt to step into
Cinderella’s shoes might wonder why more liberties weren’t taken in this faithful iteration.

Yes, most of us will know exactly where this story is heading, which may lead to some tedium. However, after thinking it over, I realize that Branagh and
company are probably making this version not just for us jaded adults but for a generation of children who perhaps never had a chance to see “Cinderella” on
a big screen. For them, it will be a brand new adventure. And, because of that, many parents will appreciate this rather faithful retelling. 

What is added mostly elevates the magic spell cast by this centuries-old legend. Whether it’s Dante Ferretti’s sumptuous production designs in refreshing
spring-like hues or Sandy Powell’s eye-popping if anachronistic costumes, “Cinderella” offers an array of lavishly frosted eye pastry at every turn. 

Most importantly, Branagh and writer Chris Weitz provide Cinderella, who had barely a wisp of a personality in Disney’s cartoon original, with a reason to
put up with being reduced to an ill-treated servant in the cherished mansion she once shared with her late parents. She could obviously just run away. But
instead she dutifully follows the upbeat mantra that her loving mother passed along to her: “Have courage and be kind.”

The handling of the heroine might prove to be the film’s most controversial detail. Some might find this Cinderella, whose belief in kindness is meant to be
her super power and the key to overcoming those who stand in her way, a little too lacking in spunk and ambition. A goody-two-slippers, as it were. Yet her
compassion for others is what makes her special and saves her from simply being a victim in need of rescue.

Casting makes a great deal of difference, too, and Branagh has recruited the winningly winsome British beauty Lily James to bring Cinderella to vivid life. As
forward-thinking Lady Rose on TV’s “Downton Abbey," James has capably brought out the best in the sometimes headstrong though charming young
woman who nonetheless can look out for herself. And the actress relies on some of that same female fortitude here as well.

As for her prince, Scottish actor Richard Madden (best known as Robb Stark on “Game of Thrones”) certainly has the dashing royal looks and boyish smile
to pull off his part, despite having to don some unfortunate tight trousers.  One key addition to the story is that Cinderella and the prince meet cute—he
pretends to be a palace apprentice named Kit—long before the fateful ball, which means they at least fall in love on second sight. 

And one cannot say enough about the contributions of Blue Jasmine herself, Cate Blanchett, who slyly and subtly subverts the notion of the evil stepmother
so the audience can summon at least some sympathy for this fabulous she-devil. Another plus: You can’t wait to see what gasp-inducing, gorgeous, ‘40s-style
glamour-queen ensemble she will show up in next. Her Lady Tremaine is not just a fashion plate. She is a fashion platter.

Counteracting her lack of parental concern is an unexpectedly wonderful portrayal by the great Derek Jacobi as the ailing king, who provides this wise
counsel to Madden’s prince: “You must not marry for advantage. You must marry for love.” As for Helena Bonham Carter as the slightly loopy Fairy
Godmother—I mean, come on, who else could you possibly cast?

The biggest crinkles among all these tasty crumpets, however, are the portrayals of Cinderella’s stepsisters, Anastasia (Holliday Grainger) and Drisella
(Sophie McShera). They are written as such annoyingly clueless ninnies that whatever comic relief they are supposed to provide too often falls flat—a
problem not helped by the fact that McShera (a delight on “Downton Abbey” as kitchen maid Daisy) could do with some crisper diction.

Still, you can’t fault a family entertainment extravaganza too much if it actually goes out of its way to integrate the ensemble of a fairy tale in an Old World
European setting with a diverse array of supporting players. Branagh deserves an extra bravo just for that. And we mean it sincerely. 
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Cast
Cate Blanchett as Lady Tremaine

Holliday Grainger as Anastasia

Sophie McShera as Drizella

Stellan Skarsgård as Grand Duke

Lily James as Cinderella

Helena Bonham-Carter as Fairy Godmother

Richard Madden as Prince "Kit" Charming

Hayley Atwell as Cinderella's Mother

Nonso Anozie as Captain

Derek Jacobi as The King

Ben Chaplin as Cinderella's Father

Director
Kenneth Branagh

Screenplay
Aline Brosh McKenna

Chris Weitz

Cinematography

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/going-clear-scientology-and-the-prison-of-belief-2015
/reviews/zombeavers-2015
javascript:void(0);
/cast-and-crew/cate-blanchett
/cast-and-crew/holliday-grainger
/cast-and-crew/sophie-mcshera
/cast-and-crew/stellan-skarsg%C3%A5rd
/cast-and-crew/lily-james
/cast-and-crew/helena-bonham-carter
/cast-and-crew/richard-madden
/cast-and-crew/hayley-atwell
/cast-and-crew/nonso-anozie
/cast-and-crew/derek-jacobi
/cast-and-crew/ben-chaplin
/cast-and-crew/kenneth-branagh
/cast-and-crew/aline-brosh-mckenna
/cast-and-crew/chris-weitz
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


WATCH THIS MOVIEWATCH THIS MOVIE
Fandango

Powered by GoWatchIt

Haris Zambarloukos

Adventure, Drama, Family, Science Fiction
Rated PG for mild thematic elements
112 minutes

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LISTSUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LIST
Enter Your Email Address

Subscribe

The Ebert Club is our hand-picked
selection of content for Ebert fans. You
will receive a weekly newsletter full of
movie-related tidbits, articles, trailers,
even the occasional streamable movie.
Club members also get access to our
members-only section on
RogerEbert.com

Premiere Member : $20.00USD - yearly

 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/cast-and-crew/haris-zambarloukos
http://gowatchit.com/movies/266632/watch_now?provider_id=4&provider_format_id=4&partner_id=1&modality=widget
javascript:void(null)
http://gowatchit.com
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


MOVIE REVIEWS

IN THEATERSIN THEATERS

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

�REVIEWS RSSREVIEWS RSS

 The Kidnapping of Michel Houellebecq

 Accidental Love

 Amour fou

 An Honest Liar

 Backcountry

 Danny Collins

 Do You Believe?

 Insurgent

 Jauja

 Kumiko, the Treasure Hunter

Page
1

Page
2

Page
3

Page
4

Page
5

Page
6

Page
7

Page
8

�
� � �

�

� � � �

� � � �

� � �

� � � �

� �

� � �

� � � �

� � �

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/feed
/reviews/the-kidnapping-of-michel-houellebecq-2015
/reviews/accidental-love-2015
/reviews/amour-fou-2015
/reviews/an-honest-liar-2015
/reviews/backcountry-2015
/reviews/danny-collins-2015
/reviews/do-you-believe-2015
/reviews/insurgent-2015
/reviews/jauja-2015
/reviews/kumiko-the-treasure-hunter-2015
/reviews/la-sapienza-2015
/reviews/spring-2015
/reviews/the-gunman-2015
/reviews/zombeavers-2015
/reviews/3-hearts-2015
/reviews/champs-2015
/reviews/cymbeline-2015
/reviews/going-clear-scientology-and-the-prison-of-belief-2015
/reviews/home-sweet-hell-2015
/reviews/it-follows-2015
/reviews/run-all-night-2015
/reviews/seymour-an-introduction-2015
/reviews/the-cobbler-2015
/reviews/the-lovers-2015
/reviews/the-wrecking-crew-2015
/reviews/treading-water-2015
/reviews/a-year-in-champagne-2015
/reviews/buzzard-2015
/reviews/chappie-2015
/reviews/faults-2015
/reviews/kidnapping-mr-heineken-2015
/reviews/merchants-of-doubt-2015
/reviews/october-gale-2015
/reviews/that-guy-dick-miller-2015
/reviews/the-mind-of-mark-defriest-2015
/reviews/the-second-best-exotic-marigold-hotel-2015
/reviews/these-final-hours-2015
/reviews/two-men-in-town-2015
/reviews/unfinished-business-2015
/reviews/71-2015
/reviews/bluebird-2015
/reviews/everly-2015
/reviews/focus-2015
/reviews/futuro-beach-2015
/reviews/maps-to-the-stars-2015
/reviews/my-life-directed-by-nicolas-winding-refn-2015
/reviews/out-of-the-dark-2015
/reviews/the-hunting-ground-2015
/reviews/the-lazarus-effect-2015
/reviews/the-salvation-2015
/reviews/the-widowmaker-2015
/reviews/farewell-to-hollywood-2015
/reviews/wild-canaries-2015
/reviews/all-the-wilderness-2015
/reviews/digging-up-the-marrow-2015
/reviews/drunktowns-finest-2015
/reviews/hot-tub-time-machine-2-2015
/reviews/mcfarland-usa-2015
/reviews/the-duff-2015
/reviews/wild-tales-2015
/reviews/queen-and-country-2015
/reviews/da-sweet-blood-of-jesus-2015
/reviews/fifty-shades-of-grey-2015
/reviews/gett-the-trial-of-viviane-amsalem-2015
/reviews/kingsman-the-secret-service-2015
/reviews/old-fashioned-2015
/reviews/the-last-5-years-2015
/reviews/the-rewrite-2015
/reviews/what-we-do-in-the-shadows-2015
/reviews/white-rabbit-2015
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Reviews
Great Movies

BLOGS
Roger Ebert's Journal

Chaz's Blog
MZS

Far Flungers
Tom Shales At Large

Scanners

CHANNELS
Balder and Dash

Demanders
Thumbnails
Interviews

Festivals & Awards
Sundance
Life Itself
Cannes

Tributes to Roger
Letters

Opening Shots Project

Roger Ebert
Chaz Ebert

Matt Zoller Seitz
Brian Tallerico
Simon Abrams

Godfrey Cheshire
Odie Henderson

Glenn Kenny
Christy Lemire
Sheila O'Malley

Susan Wloszczyna
Ali Arikan

Jim Beaver
Steven Boone
Danny Bowes
Dave Bunting
Sean Burns

Dan Callahan
Christopher Campbell

Jen Chaney
Seongyong Cho
Olivia Collette

Edward Copeland
Brian Doan

Aurore Duiguo
Justine Elias

Steve Erickson
Matt Fagerholm
Sam Fragoso
Bruce Fretts
Noah Gittell

Michael A. Gonzales
Ian Grey

Scott Jordan Harris
Rowan Kaiser
Wael Khairy

Ben Kenigsberg

CONTRIBUTORS

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews
/great-movies
/rogers-journal
/chazs-blog
/mzs
/far-flung-correspondents
/tom-shales-at-large
/scanners
/balder-and-dash
/demanders
/thumbnails
/interviews
/festivals-and-awards
/sundance
/life-itself
/cannes
/tributes-to-roger
/letters
/opening-shots
/contributors/roger-ebert
/contributors/chaz-ebert
/contributors/matt-zoller-seitz
/contributors/brian-tallerico
/contributors/simon-abrams
/contributors/godfrey-cheshire
/contributors/odie-henderson
/contributors/glenn-kenny
/contributors/christy-lemire
/contributors/sheila-omalley
/contributors/susan-wloszczyna
/contributors/ali-arikan
/contributors/jim-beaver
/contributors/steven-boone
/contributors/danny-bowes
/contributors/dave-bunting
/contributors/sean-burns
/contributors/dan-callahan
/contributors/christopher-campbell
/contributors/jen-chaney
/contributors/seongyong-cho
/contributors/olivia-collette
/contributors/edward-copeland
/contributors/brian-doan
/contributors/aurore-duiguo
/contributors/justine-elias
/contributors/steve-erickson
/contributors/matt-fagerholm
/contributors/sam-fragoso
/contributors/bruce-fretts
/contributors/noah-gittell
/contributors/michael-a-gonzales
/contributors/ian-grey
/contributors/scott-jordan
/contributors/rowan-kaiser
/contributors/wael-khairy
/contributors/ben-kenigsberg
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Joyce Kulhawik
Kevin B. Lee

Donald Liebenson
Craig D. Lindsey
Laya Maheshwari

Marsha McCreadie
Patrick Z. McGavin

Nell Minow
Michael Mirasol

Jana Monji
Omar Moore

Omer M. Mozaffar
Lisa Nesselson

Scott Nye
Michał Oleszczyk
R. Kurt Osenlund

Kartina Richardson
Alyssa Rosenberg

Lisa Rosman
Nick Schager

Barbara Scharres
Charlie Schmidlin

Tom Shales
Krishna Bala Shenoi

Peter Sobczynski
Collin Souter
Bill Stamets

Scout Tafoya
ReBecca Theodore-Vachon

Katherine Tulich
Gerardo Valero

Pablo Villaça
Ignatiy Vishnevetsky

Grace Wang
Anath White
Max Winter

© Copyright 2015, Ebert Digital LLC

About the Site  Contact Us  Privacy Policy  Terms of Use

Movies by Letter  Cast and Crew

Like
Us
on

Facebook

 

Follow
Us
on

Twitter

 

RSS
Feeds

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/contributors/joyce-kulhawik
/contributors/kevin-b-lee
/contributors/donald-liebenson
/contributors/craig-d-lindsey
/contributors/laya-maheshwari
/contributors/marsha-mccreadie
/contributors/patrick-z-mcgavin
/contributors/nell-minow
/contributors/michael-mirasol
/contributors/jana-monji
/contributors/omar-moore
/contributors/omer-m-mozaffar
/contributors/lisa-nesselson
/contributors/scott-nye
/contributors/micha-oleszczyk
/contributors/r-kurt-osenlund
/contributors/kartina-richardson
/contributors/alyssa-rosenberg
/contributors/lisa-rosman
/contributors/nick-schager
/contributors/barbara-scharres
/contributors/charlie-schmidlin
/contributors/tom-shales
/contributors/krishna-bala
/contributors/peter-sobczynski
/contributors/collin-souter
/contributors/bill-stamets
/contributors/scout-tafoya
/contributors/rebecca-theodore-vachon
/contributors/katherine-tulich
/contributors/gerardo-valero
/contributors/pablo-villa%C3%A7a
/contributors/ignatiy-vishnevetsky
/contributors/grace-wang
/contributors/anath-white
/contributors/max-winter
http://www.ebertdigital.com/
/about
/contact-us
/privacy-policy
/terms-of-use
/movies
/cast-and-crew
http://www.facebook.com/RogerEbert
http://twitter.com/ebertchicago
/feeds
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

