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Contraband

BY ROGER EBERT / January 11, 2012

I'm growing particularly
weary of the wife/girlfriend
of the hero whose life and
children are threatened by
vicious bad guys. It must be
admitted, however, that in
this film, the threatened
means of death makes
being tied to railroad tracks
seem jolly by comparison.

The movie involves the
smuggling of a vast quantity
of counterfeit $100 bills
from Panama City to New
Orleans. Although Chris
Farraday (Mark Wahlberqg),
the would-be smuggler,
prefers not to deal with
drugs, wouldn't you know
several kilos of cocaine get
mixed in with the deal.

"Contraband" is based on
an Icelandic thriller named
"Reykjavik-Rotterdam,"
which leads you to suspect
that neither New Orleans

cast & credits

Chris Mark Wahlberg

Kate Kate Beckinsale

Tim Giovanni Ribisi
Sebastian Ben Foster
Captain J.K. Simmons
Gonzalo Diego Luna
Danny Raymer Lukas Haas

Universal Pictures presents a film
directed by Baltasar Kormakur.
Written by Aaron Guzikowski,
based on the film “Reykjavik-
Rotterdam.” Running time: 110
minutes. Rated R (for violence,
pervasive language and brief drug
use).
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nor Panama City is particularly essential to the plot. That film starred
Baltasar Kormakur, who is the director of this one, perhaps as a
demonstration that many stars believe they could direct this crap

themselves if they ever had the chance.

An experienced smuggler, Chris has retired from crime to settle down
in married bliss; alas, his wife, Kate (Kate Beckinsale), has a brother
who has made a mess of a cocaine delivery, and lives are in danger
unless the veteran Chris steps in and performs a make-good job.
Chris has entrusted an old pal named Sebastian (Ben Foster) to
protect Kate and the children while he's on the job. She may require
protection, because a snaky crime lord named Tim Briggs (Giovanni
Ribisi) is the boss of this deal. Let it be said that in this role Ribisi
uses the kind of voice that makes you want to smack him, just for
talking like that.
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