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'Hotel Transylvania' review: Cute monsters
Amy Biancolli
Updated 5:05 p.m., Thursday, September 27, 2012

Jonathan (voiced by Andy Samberg) is a human who falls for vampire Mavis (voiced by Selena Gomez).
Photo: Sony Pictures Animation / SF

 

Hotel Transylvania

Animation. Directed by Genndy Tartakovsky.
Starring Adam Sandler and Andy Samberg. (PG.
91 minutes.)

The cutest darn thing in "Hotel Transylvania" is the
way Count Dracula spazzes into a brilliant red devil-face when provoked. The second-
cutest thing is his annoyed response to being misquoted by idiot humans.

"I do NOT say 'blaaa blaaa blaaa!' " he says. He hasn't come to suck your blood - because
"human blood is so fatty, and you don't know where it's been."

In fact, humans don't have much to fear from vampires. These days the monster
demographic is terrified of humans, the true monsters - or so Dracula (Adam Sandler)
believes. Convincing him otherwise is the movie's central narrative challenge, as a young
human named Jonathan (Andy Samberg) accidentally backpacks into Drac's
Transylvanian resort hotel and promptly falls for the Count's adorable goth daughter,
Mavis (Selena Gomez). At age 118, her overprotective dad still won't let her off the
castle grounds.

Entertainment Galleries
Displaying 1-3 of 40

The 64th annual
Emmy awards

"The Princess
Bride" 25th
anniversary

Then and Now:
'80s Pop Stars

Most Read | Most Commented | Most Emailed

1. Unbelievably cruel father mocks girl with
cerebral palsy

2. America’s Emptiest Cities

3. Detectives detail malnourished teen's
confinement

4. San Jose girl's stolen puppy returned

5. Launching new attack, Obama says “the real
Mitt Romney” didn’t show up at debate

6. S.F. scam fugitive found in Watsonville

7. Fact-check: Half of fed-funded green
companies bankrupt?

Latest movie trailers

sfgate.com Web Search by YAHOO! Businesses

Movies Music & Nightlife Performance Art Events Books TV & Radio Horoscope Comics Games Things To Do

Today
54/70

Sat.
52/70

San Francisco, CA (change)
Scattered Clouds

Thursday Oct 04, 2012 9:28 PM PT

59°F

 5 Day Forecast  Traffic

Home News Sports Business Entertainment Food Living Travel Columns Shopping Index ▼Cars Jobs Real Estate

ShareShare

Comments (0)

Larger | Smaller

Printable Version

Email This

Font

$15

SALE ENDS IN

2h:29m:36s

PRICE

Today's Deal

Free Shipping + 50% Off of Jewelry and
Accessories from OutfitAdditions.com

Sign In | Register

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fmovies%2Farticle%2FHotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php&source=tweetbutton&text='Hotel%20Transylvania'%20review%3A%20Cute%20monsters%20-%20SFGate&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fmovies%2Farticle%2FHotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php%3Fcmpid%3Dtwitter&via=SFGate
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfgate.com%2Fmovies%2Farticle%2FHotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php%3Fcmpid%3Dtwitter
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=movies&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Genndy+Tartakovsky%22
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=movies&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Adam+Sandler%22
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=movies&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Andy+Samberg%22
http://www.sfgate.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=movies&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Selena+Gomez%22
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/article/Hotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php#
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/article/Hotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php#
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/slideshow/The-64th-annual-Emmy-awards-49546.php
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/slideshow/The-64th-annual-Emmy-awards-49546.php
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/slideshow/The-Princess-Bride-25th-anniversary-50063.php
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/slideshow/The-Princess-Bride-25th-anniversary-50063.php
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/slideshow/Then-and-Now-039-80s-Pop-Stars-49997.php
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/slideshow/Then-and-Now-039-80s-Pop-Stars-49997.php
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/article/Hotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php#
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/article/Hotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php#
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/article/Hotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php#
http://blog.sfgate.com/sfmoms/2012/10/04/unbelievably-cruel-father-mocks-girl-with-cerebral-palsy/
http://blog.sfgate.com/ontheblock/2012/10/04/americas-emptiest-cities/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Detectives-detail-malnourished-teen-s-confinement-3919819.php
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/San-Jose-girl-s-stolen-puppy-returned-3919811.php
http://blog.sfgate.com/nov05election/2012/10/04/launching-new-attack-obama-says-the-real-mitt-romney-didnt-show-up-at-debate/?plckFindCommentKey=CommentKey:46f55be6-e0f3-4010-827d-7bb4a1ae9a89
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/S-F-scam-fugitive-found-in-Watsonville-3919906.php
http://blog.sfgate.com/energy/2012/10/04/romney-half-of-fed-funded-green-companies-bankrupt/?plckOnPage=2&plckItemsPerPage=50&plckSort=TimeStampDescending
https://www.subscriber-services.com/sfchron/NSPromotions/subscribe1.aspx?pid=95
http://www.sfgate.com/circular/target/
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/
http://www.sfgate.com/music/
http://www.sfgate.com/performance/
http://www.sfgate.com/art/
http://events.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/books/
http://www.sfgate.com/tv/
http://www.sfgate.com/horoscope/
http://www.sfgate.com/comics/
http://www.sfgate.com/games/
http://www.sfgate.com/thingstodo/
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/San_Francisco
javascript:void(0);
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/San_Francisco
http://www.sfgate.com/weather/San_Francisco
http://www.sfgate.com/traffic
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/
http://www.sfgate.com/business/
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/
http://www.sfgate.com/food/
http://www.sfgate.com/living/
http://www.sfgate.com/travel/
http://www.sfgate.com/columns/
http://findnsave.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/index/
http://www.sfgate.com/cars/
http://www.sfgate.com/jobs/
http://www.sfgate.com/realestate/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/articleComments/Hotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php?gta=commentlistpos
javascript:hst_chsize('plus')
javascript:hst_chsize('minus')
javascript:hst_print();
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/article/Hotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php#
http://www.sfgate.com/movies/article/Hotel-Transylvania-review-Cute-monsters-3899333.php#
http://us2.nmb.ly/4zk1v
http://us2.nmb.ly/4zk1v
http://us2.nmb.ly/4zk1v
http://dailydeals.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/sso/action/login
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/webreg/user/reg_cnt


We Recommend From Around the Web

Sunday + a $15 gift card

Fri-Sun + a $15 gift card

Mon-Sun + a $25 gift card

Select an offer

Inside SFGate Displaying 1-4 of 11

Tragedy for A's reliever -
newborn son dies

Yiping offers good, organic
Chinese fare

Fiore: Voting with Right-
wing Ralphie

Napa's Angele hits all the
right notes

In the spunky animated 3-D "Hotel Transylvania," the gags fly, the effects whoosh and the
friendly ghouls are many and colorful: a henpecked Frankenstein voiced by Kevin James, a
blubbery mummy voiced by Cee Lo Green, a pair of tired if fertile parent-werewolves
voiced by Molly Shannon and Steve Buscemi. The film is good goofy fun, even as the plot
uncorks a whole lotta nothing. Samberg gives Jonathan a pleasant edge of slacker
dorkiness. As Dracula, Sandler delivers one of the best and most endearing performances
of his career. The up-with-monsters message is, by now, old news at the movies:
"ParaNorman," "Monsters, Inc.," next summer's "Monsters University." Same goes for the
sparkly teen phenom of mortal-on-immortal interspecies romance. But at least "Hotel
Transylvania" has the wit to pop a decent "Twilight" joke, and at just the right time.

Amy Biancolli is a Hearst movie writer. E-mail: datebookletters@sfchronicle.com
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