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LIFE OF PI (PG)

Ebert: * * % %

Life of Pi

Users: * * « 4

BY ROGER EBERT / November 20, 2012

Ang Lee's "Life of Pi" is a
miraculous achievement of
storytelling and a landmark
of visual mastery. Inspired
by a worldwide best-seller
that many readers must
have assumed was
unfilmable, it is a triumph
over its difficulties. It is also
a moving spiritual
achievement, a movie
whose title could have been
shortened to "life."

The story involves the 227
days that its teenage hero
spends drifting across the
Pacific in a lifeboat with a
Bengal tiger. They find
themselves in the same
boat after an amusing and
colorful prologue, which in
itself could have been
enlarged into an exciting
family film. Then it expands
into a parable of survival,
acceptance and adaptation.
| imagine even Yann
Martel, the novel's French-
Canadian author, must be

You: Rate this movie right now

cast & credits
Pi Suraj Sharma

Pi (adult) Irrfan Khan
Gita Tabu

Cook Gerard Depardieu
Writer Rafe Spall

20th Century Fox presents a film
directed by Ang Lee. Written by
David Magee, based on the novel
by Yann Martel. Running time: 125
minutes. Rated PG (for emotional
thematic content throughout, and
some scary action sequences and
peril).
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delighted to see how the usual kind of Hollywood manhandling has
been sidestepped by Lee's poetic idealism.

The story begins in a small family zoo in Pondichery, India, where the

boy christened Piscine is raised. Piscine translates from French to
English as "swimming pool," but in an India where many more speak
English than French, his playmates of course nickname him "pee."
Determined to put an end to this, he adopts the name "Pi,"
demonstrating an uncanny ability to write down that mathematical
constant that begins with 3.14 and never ends. If Pi is a limitless
number, that is the perfect name for a boy who seems to accept no

limitations.

The zoo goes broke, and Pi's father puts his family and a few
valuable animals on a ship bound for Canada. In a bruising series of
falls, a zebra, an orangutan, a hyena and the tiger tumble into the
boat with the boy, and are swept away by high seas. His family is
never seen again, and the last we see of the ship is its lights
disappearing into the deep — a haunting shot that reminds me of the
sinking train in Bill Forsyth's "Housekeeping" (1987).

This is a hazardous situation for the boy (Suraj Sharma), because the

film steadfastly refuses to sentimentalize the tiger (fancifully named
"Richard Parker"). A crucial early scene at the zoo shows that wild
animals are indeed wild and indeed animals, and it serves as a
caution for children in the audience, who must not make the mistake
of thinking this is a Disney tiger.

The heart of the film focuses on the sea journey, during which the
human demonstrates that he can think with great ingenuity and the
tiner shows that it can learn | wan't snaoil for voir how those thinas

MOLSONCANADIAN.CA

in theaters

The End of Love * * * 4
Everybody in Our Family * * % 4

Jack the Giant Slayer * * * 4
Phantom * *

A Place at the Table * * *
Stoker * * 4
The Sweeney * *

one-minute movie reviews

The Loneliest Planet * *

56 Up * * & &

Amour * * % %

Beautiful Creatures * * 4
Bless Me, Ultima * * * *
Broken City * % *

Bullet to the Head * *

The Central Park Five * * * 4
Citadel * * *

Consuming Spirits * * *
Dark Skies * #

The End of Love * * * 4
Everybody in Our Family * * % 4
Future Weather * * * 4
Gangster Squad * *

The Gatekeepers * * * %
Generation P * * 4

more current releases »

A Glimpse Inside the Mind of Charles Swan III *

A Good Day to Die Hard * 4

Happy People: A Year in the Taiga * * * 4

Hyde Park on Hudson * * % 4
Identity Thief * *

The Impossible * * * *

In the Hive * * %

Jack the Giant Slayer * * * 4
John Dies at the End * % 4
The Last Stand * * *

Like Someone in Love * * * 4
Lore * % % %

Lost in Thailand * * *

LUV * % %

Mama * * *

The Matchmaker * * %

Movie 43 Zero stars
Neighboring Sounds * * * *
New Jerusalem * * *

North Sea Texas * * 4

Not Yet Begun to Fight * * * 4



http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS08
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=ANSWERMAN
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=PEOPLE
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=COMMENTARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=FILMFESTIVALS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=OSCARS
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=GLOSSARY
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=letters
http://blogs.suntimes.com/ebert/
http://blogs.suntimes.com/scanners/
http://astore.amazon.com/rogerebcom-20
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/news/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/sports/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/business/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/index.html
http://classifieds.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/columnists/index.html
javascript:NewWindow('400','650','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=register');
http://register.suntimes.com/register
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://www.kqzyfj.com/click-3194009-10412994?sid=rogerebert
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909003
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909005
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/41117002
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/GENERALINFORMATION/40909004
javascript:NewWindow('300','200','/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=userrate&LinkID=100578&Title=Life%20of%20Pi')
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121120/REVIEWS/121129995&template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(400,300,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Date=20121120&Category=REVIEWS&ArtNo=121129995&SiteData=EB&SectionCat=');
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Ang%20Lee&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20131231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Ang%20Lee&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20131231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Ang%20Lee&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20131231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=REVIEWS01&TITLESearch=Pi&ToDate=20131231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=search1&SearchType=1&q=Bill%20Forsyth&Class=%25&FromDate=19150101&ToDate=20131231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/classifieds?category=REVIEWS01&TITLESearch=Housekeeping&ToDate=20131231
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=oneminute
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=reviews
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Movies-III-Roger-Ebert/dp/0226182088?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Great-Movies-III-Roger-Ebert/dp/0226182088?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Pot-How-Use-Mystery-Romance/dp/0740791427?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/Pot-How-Use-Mystery-Romance/dp/0740791427?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0226182029?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0740785362?tag=rogerebcom-20&linkCode=as2
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229984
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229983
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229979
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229978
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229977
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229980
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229982
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=reviews
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130123/REVIEWS/130129988
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130130/REVIEWS/130139996
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130109/REVIEWS/130109977
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130212/REVIEWS/130219995
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130220/REVIEWS/130229997
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130116/REVIEWS/130119996
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130130/REVIEWS/130139993
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121205/REVIEWS/121209995
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121205/REVIEWS/121209993
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130123/REVIEWS/130129987
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130220/REVIEWS/130229993
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229984
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229983
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130220/REVIEWS/130229998
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130109/REVIEWS/130109981
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130220/REVIEWS/130229999
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121205/REVIEWS/121209994
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130212/REVIEWS/130219990
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130212/REVIEWS/130219989
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130123/REVIEWS/130129979
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121212/REVIEWS/121219995
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130206/REVIEWS/130209992
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121219/REVIEWS/121219990
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130130/REVIEWS/130129989
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130227/REVIEWS/130229979
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130206/REVIEWS/130209995
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130116/REVIEWS/130119995
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130212/REVIEWS/130219993
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130212/REVIEWS/130219998
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130206/REVIEWS/130209989
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130116/REVIEWS/130119997
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130116/REVIEWS/130119994
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121212/REVIEWS/121219996
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130123/REVIEWS/130129973
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130130/REVIEWS/130139998
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20121205/REVIEWS/121209992
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130212/REVIEWS/130219994
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130206/REVIEWS/130209993
javascript:void(null)
javascript:void(null)

SCORSESE

A
ty EBERT

Buy now »

ROGER
EBERT'S

E
1967-2001

Buy now »

h;ppen. The possibilities are surprisiﬁg.

What astonishes me is how much | love the use of 3-D in "Life of Pi."
I've never seen the medium better employed, not even in "Avatar,"
and although | continue to have doubts about it in general, Lee never
uses it for surprises or sensations, but only to deepen the film's
sense of places and events.

Let me try to describe one point of view. The camera is placed in the
sea, looking up at the lifeboat and beyond it. The surface of the sea
is like the enchanted membrane upon which it floats. There is nothing
in particular to define it; it is just ... there. This is not a shot of a boat
floating in the ocean. It is a shot of ocean, boat and sky as one
glorious place.

Still trying not to spoil: Pi and the tiger Richard Parker share the
same possible places in and near the boat. Although this point is not
specifically made, Pi's ability to expand the use of space in the boat
and nearby helps reinforce the tiger's respect for him. The tiger is
accustomed to believing it can rule all space near him, and the
human requires the animal to rethink that assumption.

Most of the footage of the tiger is of course CGl, although | learn that
four real tigers are seen in some shots. The young actor Suraj
Sharma contributes a remarkable performance, shot largely in
sequence as his skin color deepens, his weight falls and deepness
and wisdom grow in his eyes.

The writer W.G. Sebold once wrote, "Men and animals regard each
other across a gulf of mutual incomprehension." This is the case
here, but during the course of 227 days, they come to a form of
recognition. The tiger, in particular, becomes aware that he sees the
boy not merely as victim or prey, or even as master, but as another
being.

The movie quietly combines various religious traditions to enfold its
story in the wonder of life. How remarkable that these two mammals,
and the fish beneath them and birds above them, are all here. And
when they come to a floating island populated by countless
meerkats, what an incredible sequence Lee creates there.

The island raises another question: Is it real? Is this whole story real?
I refuse to ask that question. "Life of Pi" is all real, second by second
and minute by minute, and what it finally amounts to is left for every

viewer to decide. | have decided it is one of the best films of the year.

Read and make comments here.
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