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Miss Piggy.

The Muppets

BY ROGER EBERT / November 21, 2011

The Muppet franchise is
revtalized with "The
Muppets," a funny, wickedly
self-aware musical that
opens by acknowledging
theyve outlived their shelf
life. There's some truth in
that observation; this is the
first Muppet movie since

"Muppets From Space"
(1999), and there wasn't

cast & credits

Gary Jason Seqgel
MaryAmy Adams

Tex RichmanChris Cooper
Hobo Joe Zach Galifianakis
Executive Rashida Jones

Walt Disney Studios presents a
film directed by James Bobin,

exacllya clamor fora k
revival. Yet for those who x”;tel n b; W:J anc]I.
grewupwim the MJDDE'S. icholas er, based on Jim

Henson's Muppet characters.
Running time: 98 minutes. Rated
PG (for some mild rude humar).

they had lovable
personalities and (shall we

say?) character defects.

Printer-friendly »
Whats rather cannyabolt et i e to'a friend »
this revival is that it
sidesteps the fact that £3 BOOKMARK. o®

some younger viewers may
not actually be veryfamiliar
with the Muppets.

Their parents will be the fans. The movie opens with the Muppets
disbanded; their movies and TV shows are all in the past. Theyve
moved on. Miss Piggy, we discover, became the editor of a Paris
fashion magazine.

Its a human fan who misses them most. Jason Segal plays Gary,
who not only loves the Muppets but actually lives with Walter, who
has been his best pal since he was a child, even though now Gary's
atleast five feet taller. This friendship is a problem, as well it might
be, for Gary's girlfriend Mary (AmyAdams ). Walter likes Garywell
enough, but feels like a displaced person. After all, he's a Muppet.

Gary, Maryand Walter take a bus frip to Hollywood, only to discover
the historic Muppet Studios are abandoned and derelict. Walter
discovers that a millionaire (Chris Cooper) plans to buy the studios
and drill for oil. This is not preposterous; didn't they strike oil under
the 20th Century-Foxranch? The three tourists vow fo raise money
to save the studios, and the early appearance of Mckey Rooneyin
the movie should have been a tipoff of the old Rooney-Garland
formula: "Hey, kids! Let's put on a show!"

Time is short. The search for the Muppet diaspora is difficult. The
plan is to do a TV benefit. Since the Muppets aren't as big as they
once were, human stars are also recruited to appear in the benefit.
Famous bit parts are a tested element of the Muppet formula; |
remember when | was all set up to inteniew Orson Welles on the
dayhe was co-starring with Miss Piggy. The inteniew never
happened. There was some problem with Mss Piggy:

The remarkable thing about the Muppets, then and now, is what
distinctive personalities and presences they have. When the "The
Muppet Movie," the firstin the series, came outin 1979, there was
astonishment that —ohmigod! —Kermit was riding a bicycle! How
could a Muppet do that? Today, characters can do anything in the
movies, but these Muppets are still played by Muppeteers, and
they're still endearing.
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