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Their parents will be the fans. The mOlAe opens with the MJppets
disbanded; their mOlAes and lVshows are all in the past. They..e
mo..ed on. Mss Piggy, we disco..er, became the editor of a Paris
fashion magazine.

It's a human fan who misses them most. Jason Segal plays Gary,
who not only lo..es the MJppets but actually li..es with Walter, who
has been his best pal since he was a child, e..en though now Garis
at leastfi..e feet taller. This friendship is a problem, as well it might
be, for Garis girlfriend rV'ary (,lImyPdams). Walter likes Garywell
enough, but feels like a displaced person. Mer all, he's a MJppet.
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Dolphin Tale ***
America the Beautiful 2: The Thin Commandments **~

Amigo ***
Anonymous ***~
Answers to Nothing * * ~

Being Elmo: A Puppeteer's Journey ***
Bellflower * * *
The Big Year ***
Blackthorn * *
Boy Wonder ***~
The Descendants * * * *
Detective Dee and the Mystery of the Phantom Flame ***~
The Double **
Drive ***~
EiiteSguad: The Enemy Within * * *
50/50 ***~
Fireflies in the Garden **
Footloose * ~

Gainsbourg: A Heroic Life * * *
George Harrison: Living in the Material World ***
Happy Feet Two **~
Happy Happy ***
Le Havre ****
~Apparent:Largo Winch **
Hugo ****
The Human Centipede 2 (Full Seguence) Zero stars
The Ides of Ma rch * * *
Immortals * ~

In Time ***
~ Abyss: A Tale of Death. A Tale of Life ****
J. Edgar ***~
Jamie and Jessie are Not Together ***
Killer Elite * * *
Kinyarwanda ****
The Last Rites of Joe May * * * ~

Letters from the Big Man * * *
The Lie ***
~azy***
Love Crime ***
Machine Gun Preacher * *
Margin Call ***~
Martha Marcy May Marlene * * * ~

Melancholia ***~
Mighty Macs **
The Mill and the Cross * * * *
Moneyball ****
Munger Road * * *
The Muppets * * *
My Afternoons With Marguerite * * *
My Week with Marilyn ***~
Mysteries of Lisbon * * * ~

Norman ***o;:a;:;;;es and Sunshine * * *
Paranormal Activity 3 *
Passione * * * ~

Puncture * * *
~fthe Lost Ark ****
Real Steel ***
Restless * * *
~ct Dead: Mystery of the Toynbee Tiles ***
Revenge of the Electric Car ***
The Rum Diary * * ~

Shame ****
n:;e$kin I Live In ***
The Son of No One **
Special Treatment ***
Steve Jobs: The Lost Interview * * *
Straw Dogs * * *
Take Shelter ****
Texas Killing Fields * *
The Thing * * ~

3 **~
Tower Heist * * ~
Trespass **
Tucker and Dale vs. Evil ***
The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 1 * * ~

Tyrannosaur ***~
Urbanized ***
A Very Harold & Kumar 3D Christmas **~
The Way ***
Weekend ***
~Kids***
The Women on the 6th Floor * * *
The World is Big and Salvation Lurks Around the Corner ***
World on a Wire * * *
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Gary Jason Segel
MaryAmy Adams
Tex RichmanC hris Cooper
Hobo Joe Zach Galifianakis
Executive Rashida Jones

Walt Disney Studios presents a
film directed by James Bobin.
Written by Jason Segel and
Nicholas Stoller, based on Jim
Henson's Muppet characters.
Running time: 98 minutes. Rated
PG (for some mild rude humor).

Gary, rV'ary and Walter take a bus trip to Hollywood, only to disco..er
the historic MJppet Studios are abandoned and derelict. Walter
disco..ers that a millionaire (Chris Cooper) plans to buy the studios
and drill for oil. This is not preposterous; didn't they stri ke oil under
the 20th Century-Fox ranch? The three tourists vow to raise money
to sa..e the studios, and the early appearance of Mckey Rooney in
the mOlAe should ha..e been a tipoff of the old Rooney-Garland
formula: "Hey, kids! Lefs put on a show!"

Wlafs rather canny about
this relAval is that it
sidesteps the fact that
some ~unger lAewers may
not actually be ..eryfamiliar
with the MJppets.

BYRCl<?CREBERT I No..ember21, 2011

The MJppet franchise is
relAtalized with ''The
MJppets," a funny, wickedly
self-aware musical that
opens by acknowledging
they..e oulli..ed their shelf
life. There's some truth in
that observation; this is the
first MJppet mOlAe since
"MJppets From Space"
(1999), and there wasn't
exactly a clamor for a
relAval. Yet for those who
grew up with the MJppets,
they had lovable
personalities and (shall we
saf?) character defects.

The remarkable thing about the MJppets, then and now, is what
distincti..e personalities and presences they ha..e. Wlen the ''The
MJppet MJlAe," the first in the series, came out in 1979, there was
astonishment that -ohmigod! - Kermit was riding a bi<)Cle! How
could a MJppet do that? Today, characters can do anWling in the
mOlAes, but these MJppets are still pla~d by MJppeteers, and
theyre still endearing.

lime is short. The search for the MJppet diaspora is difficult. The
plan is to do a lVbenefit. Since the MJppets aren't as big as they
once were, human stars are also recruited to appear in the benefit.
Famous bit parts are a tested element of the MJppetformula; I
remember when I was all set up to interlAew Qson Welles on the
day he was co-starring with Mss Piggy. The interlAew ne..er
happened. There was some problem with Mss Piggy.
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