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"No Good Deed" inspired controversy in certain circles when Screen Gems, the studio releasing it, decided to scrap all of its
previously announced advanced press and word-of-mouth screenings at almost literally the last second. When pressed for a reason,
they explained that there was a plot twist so crucial that they wanted audiences to experience it for themselves, without having
critics ruin it for them ahead of time. As rationales go, this one is hard to swallow, but considering just how preposterous the film as
a whole is, it seems of a piece.

Idris Elba stars as Colin Evans. As the story begins, he's up for parole after spending five years in prison in Knoxville for killing a
man in a bar fight gone bad. Speaking before the parole board, he offers himself up as a changed man—he has even begun programs
behind bars that the governor plans on instituting throughout the state—but his efforts are thwarted by a pesky board member who has the nerve to bring up
the five women that he allegedly murdered, though no tangible proof could be uncovered, and the narcissistic personality disorder that puts him up there
with the likes of Jeffrey Dahmer. This understandably bums him out, and, on the return trip to prison, he murders the guards transporting him and escapes,
stopping along the way to brutally beat his apparently faithless girlfriend to death in an ugly sequence that is flashed back upon throughout the film. (I
wouldn't dream of suggesting that the real reason behind the scrapping of screenings might be because of squeamishness over having to promote a film,
during this particular week, in which a man savagely beats his girlfriend—but if you would like to, I won't stop you.)

Trying to drive through a terrible storm to freedom, Colin wrecks his car and turns up on the doorstep of Terri (Taraji P. Henson), a former hotshot
prosecutor (specializing in cases involving violence against women, naturally). Terri is now a stay-at-home mom who frets that her husband (Henry
Simmons) is no longer interested in her. Sure, the husband is out of town on a golfing trip, and, sure, it is just her and her two young children by themselves,
but when this stranger rings her doorbell asking to use her phone, Terri sees nothing wrong with inviting him in, letting him make himself at home, and even
gazing at him adoringly when she sees him changing his shirt. However, before the film can turn into a late-'80s Heart video, Colin reveals his true colors,
and "No Good Deed" turns into what can only grudgingly be considered a game of cat and mouse.

"No Good Deed" might have chosen to develop its story in a manner that respects the intelligence of its viewers, by offering them ingenious twists on a
familiar theme while always playing fair with them. It chooses instead to drag out the usual cliches in a manner so lazy as to display contempt for anyone
foolish enough to pay to see the result. After about sixteen seconds of screen time, it becomes painfully evident that director Sam Miller and screenwriter
Aimee Lagos have made a home invasion thriller that isn't so much "The Desperate Hours" as it is simply desperate. In order to keep the flimsy narrative
going, both allegedly brilliant characters are forced to act stupidly. When even that isn't enough to help move things along, Lagos has to awkwardly insert a
number of painful contrivances—a storm that is able to disguise or reveal incriminating sounds as required, a hot-to-trot neighbor (Leslie Bibb) who serves
the same purpose here that Scatman Crothers did in "The Shining" (though she neglects to bring a snowplow with her) and a car alarm that miraculously
knows exactly when to trip itself. The only thing missing here is a cat jumping out of the shadows every so often. Maybe the cat demanded script approval.

The only startling thing about "No Good Deed" is the fact that actors as talented as Idris Elba and Taraji P. Henson decided to sign on for a project that plays
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like a failed attempt at a Lifetime movie. Elba, of course, has been venerated in many quarters for his work on "The Wire," and Henson has proven herself a
delightful presence in films like "Hustle & Flow" and "The Curious Case of Benjamin Button." To see them trying and ultimately failing to breathe life into
these cliches is depressing.  

I guess I should mention that towards the end of "No Good Deed," there is something that could technically be considered a shocking plot twist. However, in
this particular case, the twist is so absurd, so arbitrary, and has so little effect on the proceedings that it feels like the kind of thing that Tyler Perry might
have scratched for being too ridiculous. 

For the record, there is an excellent 2002 film by the name of "No Good Deed," a nifty film noir that was directed by the great Bob Rafelson and co-starred
Samuel L. Jackson and Milla Jovovich. This was a thriller that was smartly conceived, wonderfully executed and filled with strong performances (anyone
requiring additional proof that Jovovich is more than just a pretty face is advised to check it out), and it always played fair with viewers as it unfolded its
twisty narrative. That the 2002 "No Good Deed" has no relation to this one is another element in its favor.  

More Reviews and a Few Great Offers!

New Rule in Texas: Do Not Pay Your Next Car Insurance Bill Until You Read This...

Ads by Adblade

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/cast-and-crew/tyler-perry
/cast-and-crew/bob-rafelson
/cast-and-crew/samuel-l-jackson
/cast-and-crew/milla-jovovich
//www.adblade.com
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=53a0a8f874e8d&adId=114155&pos=1&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=53a0a8f874e8d&adId=114155&pos=1&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


These celebrities are known to look just as good walking away as they are up front.

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=52ced57dd1ea6&adId=82374&pos=2&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=52ced57dd1ea6&adId=82374&pos=2&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


30 Child Actors Who Tragically Died Young

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=542ab4a478aff&adId=140014&pos=3&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=542ab4a478aff&adId=140014&pos=3&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Warning Texas: Don't pay your car insurance bill until you read this.

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=542a14a79ff85&adId=139810&pos=4&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=542a14a79ff85&adId=139810&pos=4&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Texas: Here’s a little known way to pay down your mortgage…..

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=53b16ac019034&adId=116919&pos=5&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=53b16ac019034&adId=116919&pos=5&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


POPULAR BLOG POSTS

Who do you read? Good Roger, or Bad Roger? Roger Ebert

This message came to me from a reader named Peter Sv ensland. He and a fr...

The Unloved, Part Ten: "The Village" Scout Tafoya

Part ten in Scout Tafoy a's The Unlov ed series tackles "The Village."

Why my video essay about "All that Jazz" is not on the Criterion blu-ray Matt Zoller Seitz

Bob Fosse's masterpiece "All That Jazz" jumps back and forth through the past and the present, and through memory  and...

POPULAR REVIEWS

20 Celebs Who Have Ordinary Spouses!

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=541c7a216e680&adId=137063&pos=6&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=14066&zid=541c7a216e680&adId=137063&pos=6&impt=1412134118&zoneId=929&algid=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rogerebert.com%2Freviews%2Fno-good-deed-2014
/rogers-journal/who-do-you-read-good-roger-or-bad-roger
/mzs/the-unloved-part-ten-the-village
/mzs/why-my-video-essay-about-all-that-jazz-is-not-on-the-criterion-blu-ray
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


No Good Deed
�

A Walk Among the Tombstones
� � � �

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/a-walk-among-the-tombstones-2014
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


The Equalizer
� � � Non-Stop

� � �

WATCH THIS MOVIE
Fandango

Powered by GoWatchIt

Reveal Comments

NO GOOD DEED (2014)
Cast
Idris Elba as Colin

Taraji P. Henson as Terri

Mark Rhino Smith

Frank Brennan

Director
Sam Miller

Screenplay
Aimee Lagos

Thriller
Rated PG-13 for sequences of violence, menace, terror, and for language
84 minutes

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/the-equalizer-2014
/reviews/non-stop-2014
javascript:void(0);
/cast-and-crew/idris-elba
/cast-and-crew/taraji-p-henson
/cast-and-crew/mark-rhino-smith
/cast-and-crew/frank-brennan
/cast-and-crew/sam-miller
/cast-and-crew/aimee-lagos
http://gowatchit.com/movies/268368/watch_now?provider_id=4&provider_format_id=4&partner_id=1&modality=widget
javascript:void(null)
http://gowatchit.com
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LIST
Enter Your Email Address

Subscribe

The Ebert Club is our hand-picked
selection of content for Ebert fans. You
will receive a weekly newsletter full of
movie-related tidbits, articles, trailers,
even the occasional streamable movie.
Club members also get access to our
members-only section on
RogerEbert.com

Premiere Member : $20.00USD - yearly

 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


MOVIE REVIEWS
Reviews

Great Movies

BLOGS
Roger Ebert's Journal

Chaz's Blog
MZS

Tom Shales At Large

IN THEATERS

�REVIEWS RSS

 Good People

 Jimi: All Is by My Side

 Lilting

 Pride

 The Boxtrolls

 The Equalizer

 The Song

 The Two Faces of January

 Two Night Stand

 A Life in Dirty Movies

Page
1

Page
2

Page
3

Page
4

Page
5

Page
6

Page
7

Page
8

�
� � �

� � �

� � �

� � � �

� � � �

� � �

� �

� � �

� � �

� � �

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/feed
/reviews/good-people-2014
/reviews/jimi-all-is-by-my-side-2014
/reviews/lilting-2014
/reviews/pride-2014
/reviews/the-boxtrolls-2014
/reviews/the-equalizer-2014
/reviews/the-song-2014
/reviews/the-two-faces-of-january-2014
/reviews/two-night-stand-2014
/reviews/a-life-in-dirty-movies-2014
/reviews/a-walk-among-the-tombstones-2014
/reviews/fort-bliss-2014
/reviews/hector-and-the-search-for-happiness-2014
/reviews/keep-on-keepin-on-2014
/reviews/lifes-a-breeze-2014
/reviews/space-station-76-2014
/reviews/the-maze-runner-2014
/reviews/the-scribbler-2014
/reviews/the-zero-theorem-2014
/reviews/this-is-where-i-leave-you-2014
/reviews/tracks-2014
/reviews/tusk-2014
/reviews/20000-days-on-earth-2014
/reviews/the-guest-2014
/reviews/archaeology-of-a-woman-2014
/reviews/at-the-devils-door-2014
/reviews/bird-people-2014
/reviews/dolphin-tale-2-2014
/reviews/honeymoon-2014
/reviews/i-am-eleven-2014
/reviews/my-old-lady-2014
/mzs/stray-dogs-2014
/reviews/the-disappearance-of-eleanor-rigby-them-2014
/reviews/the-drop-2014
/reviews/the-green-prince-2014
/reviews/the-homestretch-2014
/reviews/the-skeleton-twins-2014
/reviews/but-always-2014
/reviews/falcon-rising-2014
/reviews/frontera-2014
/reviews/god-help-the-girl-2014
/reviews/last-days-in-vietnam-2014
/reviews/memphis-2014
/reviews/the-identical-2014
/reviews/the-longest-week-2014
/reviews/wetlands-2014
/reviews/rocks-in-my-pockets-2014
/reviews/as-above-so-below-2014
/reviews/cantinflas-2014
/reviews/jamie-marks-is-dead-2014
/reviews/last-weekend-2014
/reviews/life-of-crime-2014
/reviews/patema-inverted-2014
/reviews/the-calling-2014
/reviews/the-congress-2014
/reviews/the-last-of-robin-hood-2014
/reviews/the-notebook-2014
/reviews/the-strange-color-of-your-bodys-tears-2014
/reviews/starred-up-2014
/reviews/the-november-man-2014
/reviews/through-a-lens-darkly-black-photographers-and-the-emergence-of-a-people-2014
/reviews/are-you-here-2014
/reviews/frank-2014
/reviews/if-i-stay-2014
/reviews/love-is-strange-2014
/reviews/sin-city-a-dame-to-kill-for-2014
/reviews/the-one-i-love-2014
/reviews/the-possession-of-michael-king-2014
/reviews/to-be-takei-2014
/reviews/when-the-game-stands-tall-2014
/reviews
/great-movies
/rogers-journal
/chazs-blog
/mzs
/tom-shales-at-large
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Far Flungers
Scanners

CHANNELS
Cannes

Demanders
Interviews

Opening Shots Project
Festivals & Awards

Sundance
Balder and Dash
Tributes to Roger

Letters
Thumbnails

Life Itself

Roger Ebert
Chaz Ebert

Matt Zoller Seitz
Brian Tallerico
Simon Abrams

Godfrey Cheshire
Odie Henderson

Glenn Kenny
Christy Lemire
Sheila O'Malley

Susan Wloszczyna
Ali Arikan

Jim Beaver
Steven Boone
Danny Bowes
Dave Bunting
Sean Burns

Dan Callahan
Christopher Campbell

Jen Chaney
Seongyong Cho
Olivia Collette

Edward Copeland
Brian Doan

Aurore Duiguo
Justine Elias

Steve Erickson
Matt Fagerholm
Sam Fragoso
Bruce Fretts

Michael A. Gonzales
Ian Grey

Scott Jordan Harris
Rowan Kaiser
Wael Khairy

Ben Kenigsberg
Joyce Kulhawik
Kevin B. Lee

Donald Liebenson
Craig D. Lindsey
Laya Maheshwari

Marsha McCreadie
Patrick Z. McGavin

Nell Minow
Michael Mirasol

CONTRIBUTORS

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/far-flung-correspondents
/scanners
/cannes
/demanders
/interviews
/opening-shots
/festivals-and-awards
/sundance
/balder-and-dash
/tributes-to-roger
/letters
/thumbnails
/life-itself
/contributors/roger-ebert
/contributors/chaz-ebert
/contributors/matt-zoller-seitz
/contributors/brian-tallerico
/contributors/simon-abrams
/contributors/godfrey-cheshire
/contributors/odie-henderson
/contributors/glenn-kenny
/contributors/christy-lemire
/contributors/sheila-omalley
/contributors/susan-wloszczyna
/contributors/ali-arikan
/contributors/jim-beaver
/contributors/steven-boone
/contributors/danny-bowes
/contributors/dave-bunting
/contributors/sean-burns
/contributors/dan-callahan
/contributors/christopher-campbell
/contributors/jen-chaney
/contributors/seongyong-cho
/contributors/olivia-collette
/contributors/edward-copeland
/contributors/brian-doan
/contributors/aurore-duiguo
/contributors/justine-elias
/contributors/steve-erickson
/contributors/matt-fagerholm
/contributors/sam-fragoso
/contributors/bruce-fretts
/contributors/michael-a-gonzales
/contributors/ian-grey
/contributors/scott-jordan
/contributors/rowan-kaiser
/contributors/wael-khairy
/contributors/ben-kenigsberg
/contributors/joyce-kulhawik
/contributors/kevin-b-lee
/contributors/donald-liebenson
/contributors/craig-d-lindsey
/contributors/laya-maheshwari
/contributors/marsha-mccreadie
/contributors/patrick-z-mcgavin
/contributors/nell-minow
/contributors/michael-mirasol
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Jana Monji
Omar Moore

Omer M. Mozaffar
Lisa Nesselson

Scott Nye
Michał Oleszczyk
R. Kurt Osenlund

Kartina Richardson
Alyssa Rosenberg

Lisa Rosman
Nick Schager

Barbara Scharres
Charlie Schmidlin

Tom Shales
Krishna Bala Shenoi

Peter Sobczynski
Bill Stamets

Scout Tafoya
ReBecca Theodore-Vachon

Katherine Tulich
Gerardo Valero

Pablo Villaça
Ignatiy Vishnevetsky

Grace Wang
Anath White
Max Winter

© Copyright 2014, Ebert Digital LLC

About the Site  Contact Us  Privacy Policy  Terms of Use

Movies by Letter  Cast and Crew

Like
Us
on

Facebook

 

Follow
Us
on

Twitter

 

RSS
Feeds

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/contributors/jana-monji
/contributors/omar-moore
/contributors/omer-m-mozaffar
/contributors/lisa-nesselson
/contributors/scott-nye
/contributors/micha-oleszczyk
/contributors/r-kurt-osenlund
/contributors/kartina-richardson
/contributors/alyssa-rosenberg
/contributors/lisa-rosman
/contributors/nick-schager
/contributors/barbara-scharres
/contributors/charlie-schmidlin
/contributors/tom-shales
/contributors/krishna-bala
/contributors/peter-sobczynski
/contributors/bill-stamets
/contributors/scout-tafoya
/contributors/rebecca-theodore-vachon
/contributors/katherine-tulich
/contributors/gerardo-valero
/contributors/pablo-villa%C3%A7a
/contributors/ignatiy-vishnevetsky
/contributors/grace-wang
/contributors/anath-white
/contributors/max-winter
http://www.ebertdigital.com/
/about
/contact-us
/privacy-policy
/terms-of-use
/movies
/cast-and-crew
http://www.facebook.com/RogerEbert
http://twitter.com/ebertchicago
/feeds
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

