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“Paddington,” a live-action/CGI-animated take on the tales of the beloved stuffed bear, pulls off a pretty tricky balancing act. It
manages to be both old-fashioned and high-tech. It remains faithful to the character’s roots while also placing him firmly within a
contemporary setting. It’s charmingly funny and shamelessly punny. (This is a movie in which the GPS instructs a driver to bear left
during a car chase, and whaddya know – there’s a bear on the left.)

But amid the word play and the antics and the international adventures, “Paddington” also functions as a rather stealthy allegory
about immigration. Which, obviously, is what you want in a kids movie. Actually, writer-director Paul King approaches this fraught
topic in a way that won’t seem too heavy-handed for adults, yet might even register with the kids in the audience. The words: “Please
look after this bear. Thank you,” handwritten on a paper tag tied around the neck of our diminutive, furry hero, tug with an added poignancy from this
perspective. Yet “Paddington,” as a whole, mostly remains light on its paws – er, feet.

King’s film offers an origin story for the marmalade-obsessed bear from Michael Bond’s children’s books. When we first meet Paddington (voiced sweetly by
Ben Whishaw with some light touches reminiscent of Robin Williams), he’s living in Darkest Peru with his aunt and uncle (Imelda Staunton and Michael
Gambon). Years earlier, a British explorer had visited and was amazed to discover the existence of such brilliant, talking bears. Now, when it comes time for
young Paddington to make his own way in the world, his aunt sends him to London, since the explorer promised that they’d always be welcome there.

So off he goes, wearing his signature, floppy red hat and carrying plenty of his favorite food to last him throughout the long boat journey. But when he
arrives in London, not only are people not amazed to meet a walking, talking bear, they rudely dismiss his genuinely friendly attempts to connect. Only the
Brown family, passing by on the platform at Paddington Station – namely, the open-minded Mrs. Brown (Sally Hawkins) – dares to show this homeless,
disheveled creature any kindness. (Thankfully, she also acknowledges what a marvel he is in his verbosity so we can all just get on with the movie.) The other
family members – uptight Mr. Brown (Hugh Bonneville), daughter Judy (Madeleine Harris) and son Jonathan (Samuel Joslin) – regard him with varying
degrees of skepticism.

After some clumsy and calamitous antics while adjusting to life in proper civilization, some of which are more amusing than others, Paddington seems to
settle in and find a rhythm. He maintains a plucky disposition, even though his homesickness is palpable. As in “Ted,” the CGI effects here are seamless; the
tiny toy is soft and tactile and beautifully detailed, with evocative facial gestures which help create a surprising emotional connection. Paddington also finds
himself in a surprising amount of serious danger, which might be frightening for the youngest audience members. (Spoiler alert: He’s going to be OK.)

While the humor can be broad (as in Nicole Kidman’s ruthlessly driven taxidermist in borderline-dominatrix gear) and even a little crass (as in some literal
toilet humor when Paddington has trouble in the loo), “Paddington” also features some lovely and even delicate imagery. King is straight-up stealing from
Wes Anderson when he depicts the Browns’ tall, narrow home as a dollhouse that opens up to reveal the family members going about their business in
various rooms. And a mural of a tree painted on the wall of the Browns’ curved staircase repeatedly changes to reflect the mood of the film.
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Mostly – and appropriately – it’s joyfully blossoming.
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PADDINGTON (2015)
Cast
Nicole Kidman as Millicent

Peter Capaldi as Mr. Curry

Ben Whishaw as Paddington (voice)

Michael Gambon as Uncle Pastuzo (voice)

Imelda Staunton as Aunt Lucy (voice)

Sally Hawkins as Mrs. Mary Brown

Julie Walters as Mrs. Bird

Hugh Bonneville as Mr. Brown

Jim Broadbent as Mr. Gruber

Director
Paul King

Story
Michael Bond

Screenplay
Paul King

Characters
Michael Bond

Cinematography

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/gone-girl-2014
javascript:void(0);
http://disqus.com
/cast-and-crew/nicole-kidman
/cast-and-crew/peter-capaldi
/cast-and-crew/ben-whishaw
/cast-and-crew/michael-gambon
/cast-and-crew/imelda-staunton
/cast-and-crew/sally-hawkins
/cast-and-crew/julie-walters
/cast-and-crew/hugh-bonneville
/cast-and-crew/jim-broadbent
/cast-and-crew/paul-king
/cast-and-crew/michael-bond
/cast-and-crew/paul-king
/cast-and-crew/michael-bond
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


WATCH THIS MOVIE
Fandango

Powered by GoWatchIt

Erik Wilson

Comedy, Family
Rated PG mild action and rude humor
95 minutes

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LIST
Enter Your Email Address

Subscribe

The Ebert Club is our hand-picked
selection of content for Ebert fans. You
will receive a weekly newsletter full of
movie-related tidbits, articles, trailers,
even the occasional streamable movie.
Club members also get access to our
members-only section on
RogerEbert.com

Premiere Member : $20.00USD - yearly

 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/cast-and-crew/erik-wilson
http://gowatchit.com/movies/268817/watch_now?provider_id=4&provider_format_id=4&partner_id=1&modality=widget
javascript:void(null)
http://gowatchit.com
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


MOVIE REVIEWS
Reviews

IN THEATERS

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

�REVIEWS RSS

 Amira & Sam

 Black or White

 Girlhood

 Hard to Be a God

 Project Almanac

 The Devil's Violinist

 The Loft

 Wild Card

 Timbuktu

 Against The Sun

Page
1

Page
2

Page
3

Page
4

Page
5

Page
6

Page
7

�
� � �

� � �

� � � �

� � � �

� �

� � �

�

� � �

� � � �

� � �

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/reviews/feed
/reviews/amira-and-sam-2015
/reviews/black-or-white-2015
/reviews/girlhood-2015
/reviews/hard-to-be-a-god-2015
/reviews/project-almanac-2015
/reviews/the-devils-violinist-2015
/reviews/the-loft-2015
/reviews/wild-card-2015
/reviews/timbuktu-2015
/reviews/against-the-sun-2015
/reviews/black-sea-2015
/reviews/cake-2015
/reviews/manny-2015
/reviews/mommy-2015
/reviews/mortdecai-2015
/reviews/r100-2015
/reviews/red-army-2015
/reviews/son-of-a-gun-2015
/reviews/song-one-2015
/reviews/strange-magic-2015
/reviews/the-boy-next-door-2015
/reviews/the-duke-of-burgundy-2015
/reviews/the-humbling-2015
/reviews/appropriate-behavior-2015
/reviews/blackhat-2015
/reviews/gangs-of-wasseypur-2015
/reviews/little-accidents-2015
/reviews/loitering-with-intent-2015
/reviews/match-2015
/reviews/medeas-2015
/reviews/spare-parts-2015
/reviews/still-life-2015
/reviews/the-wedding-ringer-2015
/reviews/three-night-stand-2015
/reviews/vice-2015
/reviews/human-capital-2015
/reviews/beloved-sisters-2015
/reviews/predestination-2015
/reviews/preservation-2015
/reviews/something-anything-2015
/reviews/taken-3-2015
/reviews/the-world-made-straight-2015
/reviews/valley-of-saints-2015
/reviews/lil-quinquin-2015
/reviews/the-taking-of-tiger-mountain-2015
/reviews/the-woman-in-black-2-angel-of-death-2015
/reviews/rec-4-apocalypse-2015
/reviews/a-most-violent-year-2014
/reviews/american-sniper-2014
/reviews/big-eyes-2014
/reviews/into-the-woods-2014
/reviews/leviathan-2014
/reviews/selma-2014
/reviews/the-gambler-2014
/reviews/the-interview-2014
/reviews/unbroken-2014
/reviews/two-days-one-night-2014
/reviews/annie-2014
/reviews/goodbye-to-all-that-2014
/reviews/mr-turner-2014
/reviews/night-at-the-museum-secret-of-the-tomb-2014
/reviews/song-of-the-sea-2014
/reviews/tales-of-the-grim-sleeper-2014
/reviews/winter-sleep-2014
/reviews
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Great Movies

BLOGS
Roger Ebert's Journal

Chaz's Blog
MZS

Tom Shales At Large
Far Flungers

Scanners

CHANNELS
Cannes

Demanders
Interviews

Opening Shots Project
Festivals & Awards

Sundance
Balder and Dash
Tributes to Roger

Letters
Thumbnails

Life Itself

Roger Ebert
Chaz Ebert

Matt Zoller Seitz
Brian Tallerico
Simon Abrams

Godfrey Cheshire
Odie Henderson

Glenn Kenny
Christy Lemire
Sheila O'Malley

Susan Wloszczyna
Ali Arikan

Jim Beaver
Steven Boone
Danny Bowes
Dave Bunting
Sean Burns

Dan Callahan
Christopher Campbell

Jen Chaney
Seongyong Cho
Olivia Collette

Edward Copeland
Brian Doan

Aurore Duiguo
Justine Elias

Steve Erickson
Matt Fagerholm
Sam Fragoso
Bruce Fretts
Noah Gittell

Michael A. Gonzales
Ian Grey

Scott Jordan Harris
Rowan Kaiser
Wael Khairy

Ben Kenigsberg
Joyce Kulhawik

CONTRIBUTORS

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/great-movies
/rogers-journal
/chazs-blog
/mzs
/tom-shales-at-large
/far-flung-correspondents
/scanners
/cannes
/demanders
/interviews
/opening-shots
/festivals-and-awards
/sundance
/balder-and-dash
/tributes-to-roger
/letters
/thumbnails
/life-itself
/contributors/roger-ebert
/contributors/chaz-ebert
/contributors/matt-zoller-seitz
/contributors/brian-tallerico
/contributors/simon-abrams
/contributors/godfrey-cheshire
/contributors/odie-henderson
/contributors/glenn-kenny
/contributors/christy-lemire
/contributors/sheila-omalley
/contributors/susan-wloszczyna
/contributors/ali-arikan
/contributors/jim-beaver
/contributors/steven-boone
/contributors/danny-bowes
/contributors/dave-bunting
/contributors/sean-burns
/contributors/dan-callahan
/contributors/christopher-campbell
/contributors/jen-chaney
/contributors/seongyong-cho
/contributors/olivia-collette
/contributors/edward-copeland
/contributors/brian-doan
/contributors/aurore-duiguo
/contributors/justine-elias
/contributors/steve-erickson
/contributors/matt-fagerholm
/contributors/sam-fragoso
/contributors/bruce-fretts
/contributors/noah-gittell
/contributors/michael-a-gonzales
/contributors/ian-grey
/contributors/scott-jordan
/contributors/rowan-kaiser
/contributors/wael-khairy
/contributors/ben-kenigsberg
/contributors/joyce-kulhawik
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Kevin B. Lee
Donald Liebenson
Craig D. Lindsey
Laya Maheshwari

Marsha McCreadie
Patrick Z. McGavin

Nell Minow
Michael Mirasol

Jana Monji
Omar Moore

Omer M. Mozaffar
Lisa Nesselson

Scott Nye
Michał Oleszczyk
R. Kurt Osenlund

Kartina Richardson
Alyssa Rosenberg

Lisa Rosman
Nick Schager

Barbara Scharres
Charlie Schmidlin

Tom Shales
Krishna Bala Shenoi

Peter Sobczynski
Collin Souter
Bill Stamets

Scout Tafoya
ReBecca Theodore-Vachon

Katherine Tulich
Gerardo Valero

Pablo Villaça
Ignatiy Vishnevetsky

Grace Wang
Anath White
Max Winter

© Copyright 2015, Ebert Digital LLC

About the Site  Contact Us  Privacy Policy  Terms of Use

Movies by Letter  Cast and Crew

Like
Us
on

Facebook

 

Follow
Us
on

Twitter

 

RSS
Feeds

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/contributors/kevin-b-lee
/contributors/donald-liebenson
/contributors/craig-d-lindsey
/contributors/laya-maheshwari
/contributors/marsha-mccreadie
/contributors/patrick-z-mcgavin
/contributors/nell-minow
/contributors/michael-mirasol
/contributors/jana-monji
/contributors/omar-moore
/contributors/omer-m-mozaffar
/contributors/lisa-nesselson
/contributors/scott-nye
/contributors/micha-oleszczyk
/contributors/r-kurt-osenlund
/contributors/kartina-richardson
/contributors/alyssa-rosenberg
/contributors/lisa-rosman
/contributors/nick-schager
/contributors/barbara-scharres
/contributors/charlie-schmidlin
/contributors/tom-shales
/contributors/krishna-bala
/contributors/peter-sobczynski
/contributors/collin-souter
/contributors/bill-stamets
/contributors/scout-tafoya
/contributors/rebecca-theodore-vachon
/contributors/katherine-tulich
/contributors/gerardo-valero
/contributors/pablo-villa%C3%A7a
/contributors/ignatiy-vishnevetsky
/contributors/grace-wang
/contributors/anath-white
/contributors/max-winter
http://www.ebertdigital.com/
/about
/contact-us
/privacy-policy
/terms-of-use
/movies
/cast-and-crew
http://www.facebook.com/RogerEbert
http://twitter.com/ebertchicago
/feeds
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

