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"There's no relative direction in the vastness of space," a Starfleet high mucky-muck tells Enterprise Captain James T. Kirk
(Chris Pine) in "Star Trek Beyond." "There's only you." She's asking him whether he wants to give up his captain's seat for a
chance at a powerful desk job on the eve of his thirtieth birthday, a year younger than his father was when he died. Her language
is meant to spur Kirk to look inward, and for a moment we might hope that he will, and that the film will look inward with him. 

There's a precedent for
this sort of thing.
Where all of the TV
incarnations of "Star
Trek" were mainly about morality and philosophy, with characterization serving as a means of examining those dramatic values, most of the big-
screen film versions, including the '80s and '90s versions of the flagship TV show, were mainly concerned with the heroes' personalities. The
screenplays gave us detailed examinations of, say, the relationship between Kirk and his half-Vulcan first officer Mr. Spock, between Kirk and the
United Federation of Planets, between Kirk and the Klingons who tormented his civilization and killed his only son, and between all the characters
(Kirk especially) and the prospect of aging and death. It was more soap opera than space opera at times, but always fun to watch, sometimes moving. 

What undermines "Star Trek Beyond" is that it's ultimately not interested in taking a long look at the "you" of Kirk, Spock (Zachary Quinto), ship's
doctor "Bones" McCoy (Karl Urban), communications officer Uhura (Zoe Saldana), and the rest of the NCC-1701 crew. Sure, it nods in that direction.
Even the worst "Star Trek" stories do. But in the end it's mostly a good big-budget sci-fi action movie that's been marinated in "Star Trek" flavor
packets—and thus not terribly different from the 2009 "Star Trek" reboot or its sequel, "Star Trek Into Darkness."

"Star Trek Beyond" pits the crew of the Enterprise against another bellowing megalomaniac (Idris Elba) who wants to punish the United Federation of
Planets for its perceived sins. It's the best of the new "Trek" films, but it's still an unsatisfying effort if you want "Star Trek" to be something more than
a military-minded outer space action flick, with familiar, beloved characters shoehorned into a standard mix of martial arts slugfests, close-quarters
firefights, and scenes of starships and cities being shredded and burned. Advance publicity hyped "Star Trek Beyond" as a return to the original series'
roots as a showcase for a bunch of eccentric personalities traveling the galaxy, ingeniously solving problems, and indulging in populist philosophizing
about civilization and the frontier as they went along. But that's not what we get here—not really. 

Yes, there's a promising setup (the Enterprise crew is held hostage by a vicious bad guy who rules a backwater planet a la Kurtz in "Heart of
Darkness"). And there are suggestions of classic "Star Trek" style action-plus-characterization-plus-cleverness, and pleasing performances by a cast
that has settled into each others' rhythms, as a real-world naval crew would after years of sailing together. 
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But the movie never delivers on its considerable promise because it's always in such a hurry to get to the next action scene. And aside from three
magnificent setpieces—the first, crippling sneak attack by a fleet of tiny ships that swarm the Enterprise like explosive bees, and two vertigo-inducing
chase-and-fight scenes in which geography goes all M.C. Escher on us—the action is not good enough to be the film's main course. Lin, who proved in
the "Fast and Furious" series that he could do great or near-great action, here substitutes wobbly camerawork, chop-chop editing and rumbling sound
effects for suspense and a sense of spatial design. It's a step up from the action in J.J. Abrams' "Star Trek" movies, but that's not the sort of thing one
should brag about. A climactic reprise of a certain overused Beastie Boys song might be the franchise's low point, rivaled only by the laughable credits
sequence of "Star Trek V," which cut from a helicopter shot of a lean young stuntman scaling a craggy peak in the Pyrenees to a close-up of the 57-
year-old star/director Shatner's meaty hand in a studio, gripping a fiberglas "rock."

Simon Pegg and Doug Jung's screenplay provides the right amount of homage (as when Kirk grumbles after an opening action scene that he ripped his
shirt again), plus Spock/McCoy odd-couple banter and some marvelous, character-based laugh lines (Scotty demands that Kirk give an opinion on
one of his engineering improvisations, because "if I mess it up, I don't want it to be just my fault"). There's psychological nuance, irony, even a
political subtext (Elba's character, Krall, a reptilian Che Guevara-type who wants the galaxy's "frontier" to "push back" against the Federation's
expansionism). Too bad none of these aspects are filled out with the detail they deserve. Krail's fire-and-brimstone sermonizing is turned to nonsense
by a pointless and self-defeating third act "twist"—like we need another one of those after the boneheaded fan service of "Darkness"!—and there are
points late in the film where "Star Trek Beyond" seems jolted by the sudden remembrance of things that it told us it was going to deal with but didn't. 

Uhura spends most of the movie in a prison camp. Kirk, Spock and even McCoy have human moments, but they spend too much of their screen time
sprinting through hallways, firing phaser pistols, and piloting spaceships while yelling and grimacing in tight closeup, like the heroes of every other
science fiction-flavored action movie projected in theaters recently. Krall and other characters allude to the Federation's fake-benevolent brand of
imperialism, but unless you're familiar with examples from elsewhere in the "Star Trek" universe or got briefed by a super-fan before buying a ticket,
you'll leave with no sense of whether the villains' grievances are legitimate, much less if you're supposed to feel mixed emotions at Kirk's inevitable
triumph.  

Spock, whose home planet was destroyed by a renegade Romulan warlord in the first movie, suffers most from the filmmakers' preoccupation
with pew-pew-pew! action-adventure. For three movies now, Spock's been carrying a crushing load of survivor's guilt. The character's barely
disguised Jewishness, brilliantly articulated by the late Leonard Nimoy in the original TV and movie series, is more pronounced in the new franchise:
he's been turned into a holocaust survivor, part of a fragile Vulcan diaspora haunted by genocide. But the scripts seem scared of treating Spock's
predicament with the seriousness it deserves, much less daring to put it at the center of a film. Here it's treated mainly as an explanation for why
Spock can't seem to keep a relationship going with Uhura. The death of Leonard Nimoy is integrated into the story by having Vulcan diplomats inform
Spock of the death of Ambassador Spock, an alternate-universe incarnation of the character who dispensed advice and plot points to new Spock
whenever the screenwriters painted themselves into a corner. The film's method of mourning Nimoy's Spock makes the Spockus ex machina thing
worse. New Spock mourns classic Spock as if the two were dear friends who had dinner every Monday at the same Chinese restaurant.

The missteps of writing and direction are more depressing when you consider the excellence of the core cast. Quinto and Saldana give the Spock-
Uhura relationship and their own spotlight moments a lot more than the film gives them. Pegg is a hoot as Scotty, colorful but never hammy, though
we may justifiably raise a Spock-like eyebrow at all the times that the actor-screenwriter lets his character save the day. Pine's Kirk seems to be
morphing seamlessly into Shatner's, complete with surprising pauses and intonations, but he's more credible as a strong, respected leader; watch how
the actor grows more calm and friendly whenever Kirk's bridge crew is becoming more agitated. Elba is such a strong presence throughout, even near
the end, that it's a shame Krall is never granted the depth and complexity that his character keeps threatening to disclose. 

At this point it's worth asking what, if anything, this franchise is good for besides generating cash for Paramount and its above-the-line talent.
Everything that made the original TV series and its follow-ups, small- and big-screen, seem so open-hearted, intelligent and playful is marginalized to
make room for hyperactively edited action scenes and displays of hardware and production design. These are technically state-of-the-art but
ultimately not all that different from what you see in most other CGI-driven action pictures, superhero as well as sci-fi—long, loud spectacles that are
filled with people fighting, blowing up cities and planets, and crashing things into other things, instead of finding some other, more surprising way to
move the plot along. What's the point of giving up pleasures that the "Star Trek" franchise is good at providing, to make more room for pleasures that
most big-budget science fiction and fantasy already give us, month after month and year after year? Why boldly go where everyone else is already
going? 
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Cast
Chris Pine as Kirk

Zachary Quinto as Spock

Karl Urban as Bones

Zoe Saldana as Uhura

Simon Pegg as Scotty

John Cho as Sulu

Anton Yelchin as Chekov

Idris Elba as Krall

Sofia Boutella as Jaylah

Deep Roy as Keenser

Alice Eve as Dr. Carol Marcus

Director
Justin Lin

Writer (television series "Star Trek")
Gene Roddenberry

Writer
Doug Jung
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Simon Pegg

Writer (uncredited)
Roberto Orci

Patrick McKay

John D. Payne

Cinematographer
Stephen F. Windon

Editor
Greg D'Auria

Dylan Highsmith

Kelly Matsumoto

Steven Sprung

Composer
Michael Giacchino

Action, Adventure, Science Fiction
Rated PG-13 for sequences of sci-fi action and violence.
120 minutes

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LISTSUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LIST
Enter Your Email Address

Subscribe

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/simon-pegg
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/roberto-orci
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/patrick-mckay
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/john-d-payne
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/stephen-f-windon
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/greg-dauria
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/dylan-highsmith
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/kelly-matsumoto
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/steven-sprung
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/michael-giacchino
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


RELATED ARTICLESRELATED ARTICLES

The Ebert Club is our hand-picked
selection of content for Ebert fans. You
will receive a weekly newsletter full of
movie-related tidbits, articles, trailers,
even the occasional streamable movie.
Club members also get access to our
members-only section on
RogerEbert.com

Premiere Member : $20.00USD - yearly

 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

�REVIEWS RSSREVIEWS RSS

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/feed
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


MOVIE REVIEWS
Reviews

Great Movies

BLOGS
Roger Ebert's Journal

Chaz's Blog
MZS

CHANNELS
Balder and Dash

Demanders
Thumbnails

Far Flungers
Interviews

Festivals & Awards
Sundance
Life Itself
Cannes

Tributes to Roger
Letters

Opening Shots Project

Roger Ebert
Chaz Ebert

Matt Zoller Seitz

CONTRIBUTORS

by Jana Monji

COMIC-CON 2016: WORLD PREMIERE OF "STAR TREK BEYOND"COMIC-CON 2016: WORLD PREMIERE OF "STAR TREK BEYOND"

IN THEATERSIN THEATERS

 Absolutely Fabulous: The Movie

 Don't Think Twice

 Don't Worry Baby

 Hooligan Sparrow

 Ice Age: Collision Course

 Lights Out

 Quitters

 Star Trek Beyond

 Summertime

 The Blackout Experiments

Page
1

Page
2

Page
3

Page
4

Page
5

Page
6

Page
7

Page
8� � �

� � � �

� �

� � � �

� �

� �

� �

� � �

� � �

� � �

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.rogerebert.com/balder-and-dash
http://www.rogerebert.com/balder-and-dash/comic-con-2016-world-premiere-of-star-trek-beyond
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/absolutely-fabulous-the-movie-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/dont-think-twice-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/dont-worry-baby-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/hooligan-sparrow-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/ice-age-collision-course-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/lights-out-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/quitters-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/summertime-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-blackout-experiments-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-childhood-of-a-leader-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-seventh-fire-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/train-to-busan-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/for-the-plasma-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/caf%C3%A9-society-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/equals-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/ghostbusters-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/how-he-fell-in-love-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/lucha-mexico-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/outlaws-and-angels-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/phantom-boy-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/doc-and-darryl-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-infiltrator-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-night-of-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/captain-fantastic-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/cell-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/fathers-and-daughters-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/indian-point-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/men-go-to-battle-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/mike-and-dave-need-wedding-dates-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/norman-lear-just-another-version-of-you-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/our-little-sister-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-dog-lover-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-secret-life-of-pets-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/zero-days-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/brahman-naman-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/carnage-park-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/hillarys-america-the-secret-history-of-the-democratic-party-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/life-animated-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/marauders-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/microbe-and-gasoline-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/our-kind-of-traitor-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/roseanne-for-president-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-bfg-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-innocents-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-legend-of-tarzan-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-purge-election-year-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/under-the-sun-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/eat-that-question-frank-zappa-in-his-own-words-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/free-state-of-jones-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/hunt-for-the-wilderpeople-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/independence-day-resurgence-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/intruder-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/les-cowboys-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/right-now-wrong-then-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/septembers-of-shiraz-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/swiss-army-man-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-duel-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-fundamentals-of-caring-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-neon-demon-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-phenom-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-shallows-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/three-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/wiener-dog-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/nuts-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/bang-gang-a-modern-love-story-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/central-intelligence-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/clown-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/cosmos-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/land-and-shade-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/no-stranger-than-love-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/parched-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/raiders-the-story-of-the-greatest-fan-film-ever-made-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/seoul-searching-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-last-heist-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/tickled-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/finding-dory-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews
http://www.rogerebert.com/great-movies
http://www.rogerebert.com/rogers-journal
http://www.rogerebert.com/chazs-blog
http://www.rogerebert.com/mzs
http://www.rogerebert.com/balder-and-dash
http://www.rogerebert.com/demanders
http://www.rogerebert.com/thumbnails
http://www.rogerebert.com/far-flung-correspondents
http://www.rogerebert.com/interviews
http://www.rogerebert.com/festivals-and-awards
http://www.rogerebert.com/sundance
http://www.rogerebert.com/life-itself
http://www.rogerebert.com/cannes
http://www.rogerebert.com/tributes-to-roger
http://www.rogerebert.com/letters
http://www.rogerebert.com/opening-shots
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/roger-ebert
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/chaz-ebert
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/matt-zoller-seitz
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Brian Tallerico
Nick Allen

Matt Fagerholm
Simon Abrams

Godfrey Cheshire
Odie Henderson

Glenn Kenny
Christy Lemire
Sheila O'Malley

Peter Sobczynski
Susan Wloszczyna

Ali Arikan
Steven Boone
Danny Bowes
Dan Callahan

Monica Castillo
Seongyong Cho
Olivia Collette

Brian Doan
Mark Dujsik

Steve Erickson
Sam Fragoso
Noah Gittell

Ian Grey
Scott Jordan Harris

Wael Khairy
Ben Kenigsberg
Joyce Kulhawik

Donald Liebenson
Craig D. Lindsey
Laya Maheshwari

Patrick Z. McGavin
Nell Minow

Michael Mirasol
Jana Monji

Omer M. Mozaffar
Lisa Nesselson

Michał Oleszczyk
Jessica Ritchey

Barbara Scharres
Krishna Bala Shenoi

Collin Souter
Bill Stamets

Scout Tafoya
ReBecca Theodore-Vachon

Katherine Tulich
Gerardo Valero

Pablo Villaça
Anath White

Alissa Wilkinson
Alan Zilberman

© Copyright 2016, Ebert Digital LLC

About the Site  Contact Us  Advertise with Us  Privacy Policy  Terms of Use

Movies by Letter  Cast and Crew

Like
Us
on

 

Follow
Us
on

 

RSS
Feeds

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/brian-tallerico
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/nick-allen
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/matt-fagerholm
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/simon-abrams
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/godfrey-cheshire
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/odie-henderson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/glenn-kenny
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/christy-lemire
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/sheila-omalley
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/peter-sobczynski
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/susan-wloszczyna
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ali-arikan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/steven-boone
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/danny-bowes
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/dan-callahan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/monica-castillo
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/seongyong-cho
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/olivia-collette
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/brian-doan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/mark-dujsik
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/steve-erickson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/sam-fragoso
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/noah-gittell
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ian-grey
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/scott-jordan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/wael-khairy
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ben-kenigsberg
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/joyce-kulhawik
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/donald-liebenson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/craig-d-lindsey
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/laya-maheshwari
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/patrick-z-mcgavin
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/nell-minow
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/michael-mirasol
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/jana-monji
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/omer-m-mozaffar
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/lisa-nesselson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/micha-oleszczyk
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/jessica-ritchey
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/barbara-scharres
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/krishna-bala
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/collin-souter
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/bill-stamets
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/scout-tafoya
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/rebecca-theodore-vachon
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/katherine-tulich
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/gerardo-valero
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/pablo-villa%C3%A7a
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/anath-white
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/alissa-wilkinson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/alan-zilberman
http://www.ebertdigital.com/
http://www.rogerebert.com/about
http://www.rogerebert.com/contact-us
mailto:advertising@ebertdigital.com
http://www.rogerebert.com/privacy-policy
http://www.rogerebert.com/terms-of-use
http://www.rogerebert.com/movies
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew
http://www.facebook.com/RogerEbert
http://twitter.com/ebertchicago
http://www.rogerebert.com/feeds
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

