THE LEGEND OF TARZAN

| Glenn Kenny
July1,2016 |
Sometimes you have to wonder how certain movies get made. I have no special knowledge of the production of “The Legend of i
Tarzan.” But I have to imagine that the movie spent such a long time in the development process that no one involved found a
moment to look outside the Hollywood bubble and surmise that maybe right nowin America isn’t the most opportune time to
reboot a pop culture myth involving a quasi-superhero white guy who has dominion over the animals and certain peoples of Gl s

Africa.
“K_o»

The upper-case “r” ina

below the name

“Tarzan” in the opening

credits of this new movie, directed by “Harry Potter” stalwart David Yates from a script by Craig Brewer (of “Hustle and Flow” and “Black Snake
Moan” renown, and no, I'm not kidding) and Adam Cozad (no idea), may have something to do with the movie’s raison d’etre—when one has a

trademark, one must exploit it. But the wisdom of propagating any kind of white savior narrative during the charged era of Black Lives Matter surely
must have seemed dubious, no?

Actually, yes, because throughout its brisk hour-and-forty-five minute running time, “The Legend of Tarzan” does things to reassure those viewers
that care that the movie is indeed aware of its “problematics.” The movie begins with some texts evoking the colonization of what was in the late 19th
century called the Belgian Congo, and of a nefarious scheme involving mercenaries, slave labor, and pilfered diamonds, all engineered by an envoy
named Leon Rom. This fellow is played by Christoph Waltz and he carries with him a rosary that sometimes doubles as a short-distance noose, which
isn’t a heavy-handed piece of symbolism at all, no way. Anyway, he’s the bad guy, and he’s first seen entering the deepest, foggiest, most spear-ridden
caverns of the African jungle to bargain with fierce chief Mbonga (Djimon Hounsou), who will give Rom all the diamonds he needs to finance his army
...ondelivery of his most hated enemy: Tarzan.

The movie finds Tarzan up in England, all civilized and respectable and Lord Greystoke-like, residing in his manor with wife Jane, something of a
London celebrity and man of influence. The ruse of an invitation to check out Belgian’s “progress” in the Congo is proffered to Tarzan—this is part of
Rom’s trap—and Tarzan, I mean Lord Greystoke, I mean John Clayton, is disinclined to accept. He’s moved, though, by the entreaties of an African-
American diplomat/investigative agent, George Washington Williams (Samuel L. Jackson), who wants to tag along with, um, Tarzan, and get solid
evidence of illegal slave trading. That’s travel companion one. Once the Big T gets back to the manor, we discover that he and Jane have a pretty 215t-
century type relationship. She, played by Margot Robbie, insists that she’s coming along too. He protests “The last thing you need is more stress"—I
told you about that 215t century biz—but she’s not having it. The gang of three hits the sea, and once on the Continent makes a meaningful detour to
visit the tribe that Jane knew when her parents were missionaries. And there is much singing and celebration in a manner not unlike that scene in
“Hatari!” where they make Elsa Martinelli the elephant queen or whatever she was. Almost sixty years and ain’t a damn thing changed in Hollywood.
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Is that entirely true? As the presence of Jackson here somewhat attests, “The Legend of Tarzan” does make some attempts to address contemporary
racial sensibilities/sensitivities. Almost every time something potentially dicey rears its head in the narrative, the movie practically pauses to excuse
itself and say, “I know what you're thinking, but it isn’t what you think, just wait,” and then, what do you know, Jackson’s character will chime in with
an ironic apercu to remind everyone that we're all friends here, and it’s the guy with the German accent and the rosary who’s the real problem.

Still, once Hans Landa, I mean Leon Rom, does show up to spoil the happy homecoming of Tarzan and Jane, laying ruin to the tribal village and
kidnapping Jane, the movie does provide an object lesson on what is and is not, apparently, acceptable in the violent-entertainment scheme of things.
A peaceful, noble African tribal leader can take a bullet to the chest, but once she’s been abducted, Jane can only have the threat of rape dangled in
front of her and the audience. (Waltz’s performance as the villain is terribly familiar, but it’s kind of funny that he’s kitted out as if he wants the title
role in a remake of “Fitzcarraldo.”) The way the semiotics play out should be somewhat queasy-making even if you aren’t paying close attention. Even
after the movie establishes that Tarzan is a uniter, not a divider, the compromise he strikes with his most fearsome African nemesis is only
accomplished after we're treated to the spectacle of ultra-buff Alexander Skarsgdrd putting the hurt on about a dozen men of color. (And if you're
asking right about now why I have to bring politics, racial or otherwise, into it, one answer I have is that the movie did it first, by deigning to create a
revisionist history of the Belgian Congo.)

Strangely enough, though, if you can put these considerations aside—or, I suppose, if you never cared about such considerations in the first place
—“The Legend of Tarzan” is a pretty good action-adventure movie. Its narrative is refreshingly free of bloat, folding the Tarzan origin story into a
series of relatively pain-free flashbacks that actually dovetail credibly into its contemporary scenario. The lead players, with the exception of the too-
familiar Waltz, give appealing performances, and the action scenes are pretty tight. I am amused that somebody took the “Blazing Saddles” joke about
stampeding cattle through the Vatican as a sort of inspiration for a climactic set piece, but I also have to admit the conceit works. For what it’s worth,
“The Legend of Tarzan” is several unpretentious cuts above the pompous, leaden “Greystoke” of over thirty years ago. (I'm ignoring the 1998 “Tarzan
and the Lost City” because nobody even sawit, let alone talked about it.)

More Reviews and a Few Great Offers!

This is the 1 video Hillary never wanted anyone
to see - will she give up the White House now?

Top 15 Celebrities Who Have Converted to
Islam

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/great-movie-fitzcarraldo-1982
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/alexander-skarsg%C3%A5rd
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/blazing-saddles-1974
http://www.adblade.com
https://pro1.hsionlineorders.net/472662/
https://pro1.hsionlineorders.net/472662/
https://pro1.hsionlineorders.net/472662/
http://pophitz.com/15-celebs-you-didnt-know-were-muslim/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=desktop&utm_content=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_campaign=317283
http://pophitz.com/15-celebs-you-didnt-know-were-muslim/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=desktop&utm_content=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_campaign=317283
http://pophitz.com/15-celebs-you-didnt-know-were-muslim/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=desktop&utm_content=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_campaign=317283
http://pophitz.com/the-truth-about-donald-trumps-5-kids/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=desktop&utm_content=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_campaign=319380
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Shocking Truth About Donald Trump's 5 Kids

15 Famous Celebs Who Have Committed
Horrible Crimes

How To Fix Your Fatigue And Get More Energy

You'll feel sorry for these 10 child actors and
what they grewup to be

POPULAR BLOG POSTS

Who do you read? Good Roger, or Bad Roger? Roger Ebert
This message came tome from a reader named Peter Svensland. Heand a fr...

The Real Reason Men of a Certain Age Hate the "Ghostbusters" Remake Alan Zilberman

The new "Ghostbusters" film brings a battle between distorted nostalgia and the power of a child'simagination.

The "Shawshank" Greatness, Part Il Gerardo Valero
FFC Gerardo Valeroreturns to "The Shawshank Redemption"toinvestigate how it remains the #1 film on IMDb.

Donnie Darko in his mind's eye (One little boy, one little man) Jim Emerson

"It was as though this plan had been with him all his life, pondered through the seasons, now in his fifteenth year c...

POPULAR REVIEWS

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://pophitz.com/the-truth-about-donald-trumps-5-kids/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=desktop&utm_content=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_campaign=319380
http://pophitz.com/the-truth-about-donald-trumps-5-kids/?utm_source=adblade&utm_medium=desktop&utm_content=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_campaign=319380
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]
http://adrzr.com/h96?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=e42-2_US_desktop_CrimesJeffD6.9_1_h96_10292015_rr&utm_source=e42-2&utm_term=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804053
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804053
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=804053
http://buzz.prss.to/entertainment/10-famous-child-actors-now-unrecognizable-as-adults/1/?utm_source=Adblade&utm_campaign=Child_actors_US_DT&utm_term=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_content={{ad_title}}
http://buzz.prss.to/entertainment/10-famous-child-actors-now-unrecognizable-as-adults/1/?utm_source=Adblade&utm_campaign=Child_actors_US_DT&utm_term=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_content={{ad_title}}
http://buzz.prss.to/entertainment/10-famous-child-actors-now-unrecognizable-as-adults/1/?utm_source=Adblade&utm_campaign=Child_actors_US_DT&utm_term=[EncodedAdbladeTracker]&utm_content={{ad_title}}
http://www.rogerebert.com/rogers-journal/who-do-you-read-good-roger-or-bad-roger
http://www.rogerebert.com/balder-and-dash/the-real-reason-men-of-a-certain-age-hate-the-ghostbusters-remake
http://www.rogerebert.com/far-flung-correspondents/shawshank-greatness-ii
http://www.rogerebert.com/scanners/donnie-darko-in-his-minds-eye-one-little-boy-one-little-man
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

# THE # % %

HGF

TEHY YEAR

The Legend of Tarzan The Purge: Election Year

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-purge-election-year-2016
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

. /
":'-., ...-""!

THE NEON DEMON

Independence Day: Resurgence The Neon Demon

Reveal Comments

comments powered by Disqus

THE LEGEND OF TARZAN (2016)

Alexander Skarsgard as Tarzan

Margot Robbie as Jane Porter

~

S

T 0B E L E R CE E D 0 F
a_: . Samuel L. Jackson as George Washington Williams

Christoph Waltz as Captain Leon Rom

Djimon Hounsou as Chief Mbonga
David Yates
Edgar Rice Burroughs

Craig Brewer
Adam Cozad

Adam Cozad

Craig Brewer

Henry Braham

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/independence-day-resurgence-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-neon-demon-2016
javascript:void(0);
http://disqus.com
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/alexander-skarsg%C3%A5rd
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/margot-robbie
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/samuel-l-jackson
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/christoph-waltz
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/djimon-hounsou
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/david-yates
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/edgar-rice-burroughs
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/craig-brewer
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/adam-cozad
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/adam-cozad
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/craig-brewer
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/henry-braham
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Mark Day
Composer

Rupert Gregson-Williams

Action, Adventure

Rated PG-13 for sequences of action and violence, some sensuality and brief rude dialogue.
109 minutes

Make PowerPoint animations magic.
Get all the latest features with Office 365.

] Office 365

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MAILING LIST

Enter Your Email Address

The Ebert Club

The Ebert Club is our hand-picked
selection of content for Ebert fans. You
will receive a weekly newsletter full of
movie-related tidbits, articles, trailers,
even the occasional streamable movie.
Club members also get access to our
members-only section on
RogerEbert.com

Premiere Member : $20.00USD - yearly

Web2PDF

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/mark-day
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/rupert-gregson-williams
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

REVIEWS RSS

IN THEATERS

Carnage Park
Life, Animated
Marauders
Microbe and Gasoline
Our Kind of Traitor
Roseanne for President!
The BFG
The Innocents
The Legend of Tarzan

The Purge: Election Year

Subscribe
wsa o0 (] famn]

COl

Web2

nverted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/feed
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/carnage-park-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/life-animated-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/marauders-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/microbe-and-gasoline-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/our-kind-of-traitor-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/roseanne-for-president-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-bfg-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-innocents-2016
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-purge-election-year-2016
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

MOVIE REVIEWS

Reviews
Great Movies

BLOGS

Roger Ebert's Journal
ChaZz's Blog
MZzS

CHANNELS

Balder and Dash
Demanders
Thumbnails
Far Flungers

Interviews
Festivals & Awards
Sundance
Life Itself
Cannes
Tributes to Roger
Letters
Opening Shots Project

CONTRIBUTORS

Roger Ebert
Chaz Ebert
Matt Zoller Seitz
Brian Tallerico
Nick Allen
Matt Fagerholm
Simon Abrams
Godfrey Cheshire
Odie Henderson
Glenn Kenny
Christy Lemire
Sheila O'Malley
Peter Sobczynski
Susan Wloszczyna
Ali Arikan
Steven Boone
Danny Bowes
Dan Callahan
Monica Castillo
Seongyong Cho
Olivia Collette
Brian Doan
Mark Dujsik
Steve Erickson
Sam Fragoso
Noah Gittell
lan Grey
Scott Jordan Harris
Wael Khairy
Ben Kenigsberg
Joyce Kulhawik
Donald Liebenson
Craig D. Lindsey
Laya Maheshwari
Patrick Z. McGavin

COl

Web2

nverted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews
http://www.rogerebert.com/great-movies
http://www.rogerebert.com/rogers-journal
http://www.rogerebert.com/chazs-blog
http://www.rogerebert.com/mzs
http://www.rogerebert.com/balder-and-dash
http://www.rogerebert.com/demanders
http://www.rogerebert.com/thumbnails
http://www.rogerebert.com/far-flung-correspondents
http://www.rogerebert.com/interviews
http://www.rogerebert.com/festivals-and-awards
http://www.rogerebert.com/sundance
http://www.rogerebert.com/life-itself
http://www.rogerebert.com/cannes
http://www.rogerebert.com/tributes-to-roger
http://www.rogerebert.com/letters
http://www.rogerebert.com/opening-shots
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/roger-ebert
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/chaz-ebert
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/matt-zoller-seitz
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/brian-tallerico
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/nick-allen
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/matt-fagerholm
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/simon-abrams
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/godfrey-cheshire
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/odie-henderson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/glenn-kenny
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/christy-lemire
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/sheila-omalley
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/peter-sobczynski
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/susan-wloszczyna
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ali-arikan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/steven-boone
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/danny-bowes
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/dan-callahan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/monica-castillo
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/seongyong-cho
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/olivia-collette
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/brian-doan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/mark-dujsik
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/steve-erickson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/sam-fragoso
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/noah-gittell
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ian-grey
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/scott-jordan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/wael-khairy
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ben-kenigsberg
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/joyce-kulhawik
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/donald-liebenson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/craig-d-lindsey
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/laya-maheshwari
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/patrick-z-mcgavin
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Nell Minow
Michael Mirasol
Jana Monji
Omer M. Mozaffar
Lisa Nesselson
Michat Oleszczyk
Jessica Ritchey
Barbara Scharres
Krishna Bala Shenoi
Collin Souter
Bill Stamets
Scout Tafoya
ReBecca Theodore-Vachon
Katherine Tulich
Gerardo Valero
Pablo Villaga
Anath White
Alissa Wilkinson
Alan Zilberman

© Copyright 2016, Ebert Digital LLC
About the Site Contact Us Advertise with Us  Privacy Policy Terms of Use

Movies by Letter Cast and Crew

EHEOS

COl

Web2

nverted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/nell-minow
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/michael-mirasol
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/jana-monji
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/omer-m-mozaffar
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/lisa-nesselson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/micha-oleszczyk
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/jessica-ritchey
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/barbara-scharres
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/krishna-bala
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/collin-souter
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/bill-stamets
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/scout-tafoya
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/rebecca-theodore-vachon
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/katherine-tulich
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/gerardo-valero
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/pablo-villa%C3%A7a
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/anath-white
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/alissa-wilkinson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/alan-zilberman
http://www.ebertdigital.com/
http://www.rogerebert.com/about
http://www.rogerebert.com/contact-us
mailto:advertising@ebertdigital.com
http://www.rogerebert.com/privacy-policy
http://www.rogerebert.com/terms-of-use
http://www.rogerebert.com/movies
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew
http://www.facebook.com/RogerEbert
http://twitter.com/ebertchicago
http://www.rogerebert.com/feeds
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

