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TRANSFORMERS: AGE OF EXTINCTION
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The fourth film in the “Transformers” series, an at least partial “reboot” as they call it, because although it’s part of a continuity it
dispenses with all the characters from the previous films (and hasn't it been lovely seeing the good use to which Shia LaBoeuf has -

been putting his resultant free time) is a spectacular visual and aural experience. It is abundant in the most sophisticated visual
effects that the movie industry has to offer, rendering in precisely-engineered 3D all manner of ingeniously designed organic, 2

mechanic, mutated imaginary creatures enacting breakneck action and wreaking large-scale mayhem with relentless impact. And
it’s not just the effects that impress: the simulated physical action choreographed and enacted by what must have been legions of
stunt people, ranging from Western-style punch-em-outs to martial arts kicks and chops to parkour-style rooftop leaping is clearly
executed with conviction and precision, although it is often shot and edited in the style (called “chaos cinema” by some) that renders a lot of what transpires
in a kinetic blur. In terms of the technical stuff, the only really crap thing in “Transformers: Age Of Extinction” is the music. Not even the score, really, but
rather this one whiny song that comes up every now and then at climactic moments. (Of which there are several.) It might even be one or two different
songs, but whatever they are, they sound like indifferent Journey knockoffs and aren’t up to what the rest of the movie delivers.
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Of course, like ALMOST every other movie reviewer, I'm not convinced that a two-hour-and-forty minute toy commercial elaborately disguising itself as a
movie is something to celebrate. Hence, I'm obliged to point out that all this moviemaking expertise is put in the service of a sci-fi concept that is, for lack
of a better word, infantile. The movie takes place a couple of years after the end of 2011’s “Transformers: Dark of the Moon,” but there have been some
changes made; despite the alien-robot-truck-thingies having saved the world, the U.S. government is now against all bots because they wrecked Chicago in
the process, so now we've got Kelsey Grammer as a secretive C.I.A. powerhouse doing a purge on all Transformers—OR IS HE? (There’s a high-tech
company run by unctuous Stanley Tucci that may be in on the scheme in a way that will not be unguessable by those with a slight familiarity with
Hollywood paranoia tropes.) Then there’s Mark Wahlberg’s hapless Texas inventor/handyman, a widower with a very attractive teenage daughter (I guess
the fact that director Michael Bay shifted his obligatory jailbait model role—here it goes to one Nicola Peltz, who might someday get to play the lead in “The
Tara Reid Story” if she plays her cards right—from girlfriend to hero-daughter is a sign of maturity?) who inadvertently ends up with Transformer leader
Optimus Prime in his garage. The remainder of the narrative is both mind-numbingly convoluted and almost shockingly slack—there’s a moment near the
movie’s fifth or sixth action climax set piece that finds Grammer wandering around a Hong Kong pier area and if you read his lips carefully you’ll see he’s
saying “What the hell am I doing STILL in this movie?”

Screenwriter Ehren Kruger’s latest additions to the Transformer, ahem, mythology include yet another metallic-looking alien race trolling around Earth’s
lower atmosphere in a modular spaceship whose interiors look like something the Quay Brothers would come up with if they were big into meth. There’s
also a what-killed-the-dinosaurs prologue that kind of plays like “ ‘Prometheus’ For Dummies” (yes, I know many of you think "Prometheus" itself was
already for dummies, but trust me) and pays off in the third or fourth action climax set piece with some fascinating new creatures whose cavalry-to-the-
rescue charge down an Asian hill seems nonetheless anticlimactic anyway. The poker-faced way that various and sundry of the cast reflect on the idea that
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Transformers have “souls” and that this is why humans should be allied with them, is rather confounding; do the filmmakers actually believe in this idea
enough to want its audience to believe it, or are they just being unbelievably cynical, and which would be worse if true? Not that the movie gives you much
time to think about it. But since it doesn’t give you much time to think about it, why bring up the issue at all? Like I said. Confounding. But not without its
thrills. As I've said.

Rather than proselytize for or against this motion picture experience—my star rating is as close as I can come to an objective assessment, and I reckon
pretty much everybody reading this—especially this far!—made up his or her mind about whether they re going to see this some time ago, I shall close with
two quotes. The first is from the New Testament’s Book of Corinthians: “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child:
but when I became a man, I put away childish things.” The second is from the song “Kalamazoo,” by the group Luna, its lyrics by Dean Wareham: “If the war
is over/and the monsters have won/if the war is over/I’'m gonna have some fun.”

POPULAR BLOG POSTS

Paul Mazursky: 1930-2014 pan Callahan
Writer, director, and producer Paul Mazursky dies at 84.

Where You Can See "Life Itself" Brian Tallerico
A list of theaters playing "Life Itself."

A Reappraisal of Oliver Stone's "Alexander: The Ultimate Cut" peter Sobczynski

On the eve of its 10th anniversary, a new version of Oliver Stone's Alexander on Blu-ray demands a reappraisal.

POPULAR REVIEWS

A M

FRE R LI TR LT P RATLATE FE LR

Transformers: Age of Extinction
* Kk <

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/balder-and-dash/paul-mazursky-1930-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/life-itself/where-you-can-see-life-itself
http://www.rogerebert.com/demanders/a-reappraisal-of-oliver-stones-alexander-the-ultimate-cut
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/america-2014
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

iy Petl], ‘e

1
O g— N g

Prometheus

Reveal Comments

TRANSFORMERS: AGE OF EXTINCTION (2014)

Mark Wahlberg as Cade Yeager

Nicola Peltz as Tessa Yeager
Stanley Tucci as Joshua

Kelsey Grammer as Harold Attinger
Jack Reynor as Shane

Sophia Myles as Darcy

Li Bingbing as Su Yueming

Titus Welliver as Savoy

Michael Bay

T P hx M Ei I- rI 1 Ehren Kruger

AGE OF EXTINEC

Amir Mokri

Action, Adventure, Science Fiction
Rated PG-13 for intense sequences of sci-fi violence and action, language and brief innuendo

120 minutes

WATCH THIS MOVIE

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/prometheus-2012
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/enemy-2014
javascript:void(0);
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/mark-wahlberg
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/nicola-peltz
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/stanley-tucci
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/kelsey-grammer
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/jack-reynor
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/sophia-myles
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/li-bingbing
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/titus-welliver
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/michael-bay
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/ehren-kruger
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/amir-mokri
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

] Fandango Prerelease

Queue It ®

Powered by GoWatchIt

A Miracle, My Love
Ryan Aderréy

(13

The Ebert Club

The Ebert Club is our hand-picked
selection of content for Ebert fans. You
will receive a weekly newsletter full of
movie-related tidbits, articles, trailers,
even the occasional streamable movie.
Club members also get access to our
members-only section on
RogerEbert.com

Premiere Member : $20.00USD- yearly

Subscribe
EIET v o= =l o]

co

Web2

nverted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://developers.gowatchit.com/widget/movies/transformers-age-of-extinction-265706/watch_now?availability=1493919&partner_id=1&provider=4&provider_format=15
javascript:void(null)
http://gowatchit.com
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

REVIEWS RSS

IN THEATERS

% % K < Life Itself
* % < MeandYou
% America

% Deliver Us from Evil
% % Earth to Echo

* % < Tammy

% % %k Begin Again
* < Jackpot

% % % LaBare

% % < Nothing Bad Can Happen

MOVIE REVIEWS CHANNELS

Reviews
Great Movies

BLOGS Opening Shots Project
Festivals & Awards

Roger Ebert's Journal
Chaz's Blog
MzS

Balder and Dash

on rooms at select

Walt Disney World

Resort hotels.

@or Bsnep World.

®
CONTRIBUTORS
Roger Ebert Donald Liebenson
Chaz Ebert Craig D. Lindsey
Matt Zoller Seitz Marsha McCreadie
Simon Abrams Patrick Z. McGavin
Ali Arikan Nell Minow
Jim Beaver Michael Mirasol
Steven Boone Jana Monji

[

Web2FDF

onverted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/feed
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/life-itself-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/me-and-you-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/america-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/deliver-us-from-evil-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/earth-to-echo-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/tammy-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/begin-again-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/jackpot-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/la-bare-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/nothing-bad-can-happen-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/siddharth-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/snowpiercer-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-internets-own-boy-the-story-of-aaron-swartz-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/they-came-together-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/whitey-united-states-of-america-v-james-j-bulger-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-pleasures-of-being-out-of-step-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/yves-saint-laurent-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/a-picture-of-you-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/a-summers-tale-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/code-black-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/coherence-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/jersey-boys-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/norte-the-end-of-history-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-last-sentence-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/think-like-a-man-too-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/third-person-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/venus-in-fur-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/22-jump-street-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/a-coffee-in-berlin-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/hellion-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/how-to-train-your-dragon-2-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/i-am-i-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/ivory-tower-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/lullaby-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/manuscripts-dont-burn-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/policeman-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-rover-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-signal-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/witching-and-bitching-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/burning-bush-2014a
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/2-autumns-3-winters-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/anna-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/borgman-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/burning-blue-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/edge-of-tomorrow-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/obvious-child-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/ping-pong-summer-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/rigor-mortis-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/supermensch-the-legend-of-shep-gordon-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-case-against-8-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-fault-in-our-stars-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-sacrament-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/trust-me-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/willow-creek-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/a-million-ways-to-die-in-the-west-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/elena-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/filth-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/lucky-them-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/maleficent-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/night-moves-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-big-ask-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-grand-seduction-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/we-are-the-best-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/blended-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/cold-in-july-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/stand-clear-of-the-closing-doors-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-angriest-man-in-brooklyn-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/the-dance-of-reality-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/words-and-pictures-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/x-men-days-of-future-past-2014
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews
http://www.rogerebert.com/great-movies
http://www.rogerebert.com/rogers-journal
http://www.rogerebert.com/chazs-blog
http://www.rogerebert.com/mzs
http://www.rogerebert.com/cannes
http://www.rogerebert.com/demanders
http://www.rogerebert.com/interviews
http://www.rogerebert.com/opening-shots
http://www.rogerebert.com/festivals-and-awards
http://www.rogerebert.com/sundance
http://www.rogerebert.com/balder-and-dash
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/roger-ebert
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/chaz-ebert
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/matt-zoller-seitz
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/simon-abrams
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ali-arikan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/jim-beaver
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/steven-boone
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/donald-liebenson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/craig-d-lindsey
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/marsha-mccreadie
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/patrick-z-mcgavin
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/nell-minow
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/michael-mirasol
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/jana-monji
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Tom Shales At Large  Tributes to Roger
Far Flungers Letters
Scanners

Danny Bowes
Dave Bunting
Sean Burns
Life Itself Dan Callahan

Thumbnails

Christopher Campbell

Jen Chaney
Godfrey Cheshire
Seongyong Cho

Olivia Collette
Edward Copeland

Brian Doan

Aurore Duiguo
Justine Elias

Steve Erickson

Matt Fagerholm
Sam Fragoso
Bruce Fretts

Michael A. Gonzales
Ian Grey

Omar Moore
Omer M. Mozaffar
Lisa Nesselson
Scott Nye
Michat Oleszczyk
Sheila O'Malley
R. Kurt Osenlund
Kartina Richardson
Alyssa Rosenberg
Lisa Rosman
Nick Schager
Barbara Scharres
Charlie Schmidlin
Tom Shales
Krishna Bala Shenoi
Peter Sobczynski
Bill Stamets
Scout Tafoya
Brian Tallerico

Scott Jordan Harris ReBecca Theodore-Vachon

Odie Henderson
Rowan Kaiser
Wael Khairy

Ben Kenigsberg
Glenn Kenny

Joyce Kulhawik
Kevin B. Lee

Christy Lemire

© Copyright 2014, Ebert Digital LLC
About the Site  Contact Us Privacy Policy Terms of Use

Movies by Letter Cast and Crew

HOB

Katherine Tulich
Gerardo Valero
Pablo Vilaga
Ignatiy Vishnevetsky
Grace Wang
Anath White
Max Winter

Susan Wloszczyna

[of

Web2

onverted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.rogerebert.com/tom-shales-at-large
http://www.rogerebert.com/far-flung-correspondents
http://www.rogerebert.com/scanners
http://www.rogerebert.com/tributes-to-roger
http://www.rogerebert.com/letters
http://www.rogerebert.com/thumbnails
http://www.rogerebert.com/life-itself
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/danny-bowes
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/dave-bunting
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/sean-burns
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/dan-callahan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/christopher-campbell
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/jen-chaney
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/godfrey-cheshire
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/seongyong-cho
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/olivia-collette
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/edward-copeland
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/brian-doan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/aurore-duiguo
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/justine-elias
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/steve-erickson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/matt-fagerholm
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/sam-fragoso
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/bruce-fretts
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/michael-a-gonzales
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ian-grey
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/scott-jordan
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/odie-henderson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/rowan-kaiser
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/wael-khairy
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ben-kenigsberg
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/glenn-kenny
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/joyce-kulhawik
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/kevin-b-lee
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/christy-lemire
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/omar-moore
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/omer-m-mozaffar
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/lisa-nesselson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/scott-nye
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/micha-oleszczyk
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/sheila-omalley
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/r-kurt-osenlund
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/kartina-richardson
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/alyssa-rosenberg
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/lisa-rosman
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/nick-schager
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/barbara-scharres
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/charlie-schmidlin
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/tom-shales
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/krishna-bala
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/peter-sobczynski
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/bill-stamets
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/scout-tafoya
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/brian-tallerico
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/rebecca-theodore-vachon
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/katherine-tulich
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/gerardo-valero
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/pablo-villa%C3%A7a
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/ignatiy-vishnevetsky
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/grace-wang
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/anath-white
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/max-winter
http://www.rogerebert.com/contributors/susan-wloszczyna
http://www.ebertdigital.com/
http://www.rogerebert.com/about
http://www.rogerebert.com/contact-us
http://www.rogerebert.com/privacy-policy
http://www.rogerebert.com/terms-of-use
http://www.rogerebert.com/movies
http://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew
http://www.facebook.com/RogerEbert
http://twitter.com/ebertchicago
http://www.rogerebert.com/feeds
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

