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This is Steinfeld's first considerable role. She nails it. She sidesteps
the opportunity to make Mattie adorable. Mattie doesn't live in an
adorable world. Seeing the first “True Grit,” | got a little crush on Kim
Darby. Seeing this one, few people would get a crush on Hailee
Steinfeld. Maybe in another movie. But the way she plays it with the
Coens, she's more the kind of person you'd want guarding your
back.

Matt Damon, Josh Brolin and Barry Pepper have weight and
resonance in supporting roles. Damon is LaBoeuf, the Texas Ranger
who comes along for a time to track Tom Chaney. Glen Campbell
had the role earlier, and was right for the tone of that film. Damon
plays it on a more ominous note. His LaBoeuf isn't sidekick material.
He and Cogburn have long-standing issues. Nor, we discover, is
LaBoeuf a man of simple loyalty.

As Tom Chaney, Brolin is a complete and unadulterated villain, a
rattlesnake who would as soon shoot Mattie as Rooster. In the
Western genre, evil can be less nuanced than in your modern
movies with all their psychological insights. Barry Pepper plays
Lucky Ned Pepper, leader of a gang Chaney ends up with, and part
of the four-man charge across the meadow into Rooster's gunfire, a
charge as lucky for them as the Charge of the Light Brigade.

The 1969 film, directed by Hollywood veteran Henry Hathaway, had
glorious landscapes. The meadow and several other scenes were
set in the San Juan Mountains of Colorado, near Telluride. This
film's landscapes are all in Texas, and although some are beautiful,
TO many are as harsh and threatening as the badlands described by
Cormac McCarthy or Larry McMurtry.

| expect Bridges and Steinfeld have good chances of winning Oscar
nominations for this film. Steinfeld is good the whole way through, but

on the the scene audiences love is the one where she bargains with a
best Of horse trader (Dakin Matthews) for the money she feels is owed her.

Here the key is the dialogue by the Coens, which never strains,
Chica o indeed remains flat and common sense, as Mattie reasons the thief

g out of his money by seeming to employ his own logic.
and the I'm surprised the Coens made this film, so unlike their other work,
b b except in quality. Instead of saying that now | hope they get back to
SU U r S . making “Coen Brothers films,” I'm inclined to speculate on what other
3 genres they might approach in this spirit. What about the musical?

“Oklahoma!” is ready to be remade.
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