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International Women's Day: Too few
women at the helm

The European Parliament marked the centenary of International Women's Day (on
March 8) with a debate and vote on two resolutions tabled by the Women's Rights
Committee: one on gender equality and the other on female poverty. A third
resolution, on reducing health inequalities, was also adopted.

In a special ceremony held on March 8 to commemorate 100 years of campaigning
for women’s rights, EP President Buzek said "There are too few women in the
European Parliament: 35 per cent is not enough, even though this is slightly more
than in national parliaments. It is up to national parliaments to ensure higher
representation in the EP. Member states should therefore adopt relevant decisions
and a legal framework to boost the presence of women in the EP".

The need to narrow the gender pay gap, to get more women in decision-making
positions and to raise the female employment rate are among key points in the
resolution accompanying the 2010 annual report on equality between women and
men in the EU, drafted by Mariya Nedelcheva, a European People's Party MEP
from Bulgaria, and adopted by 366 in favour, 200 against and 32 abstentions. The
importance of better child care facilities and child-related leave was also highlighted.

Only three per cent of major companies are chaired by a woman. It was agreed that
member states should therefore take effective measures, such as quotas, to ensure
greater representation for women in major listed companies and on the management
boards of companies in general, say MEPs. Norway was cited as a positive
example, followed by Spain and France.
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Hebe de Bonafini, leader of the human rights group Madres de Plaza de Mayo,
stands with other members of the group during an event to commemorate
International Women's Day in Buenos Aires. 
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New economic crisis looming from
unrest in Libya as petrol rises
Bulgaria is starting to feel the economic impact of
Muammar Gaddafi's attempt to stay in power. Prices of
basic foodstuffs have begun to sky-rocket in Libya, as
fighting between supporters and opponents of the
dictator continue but Libya is not the only country
affected.

Foreign Minister: Bulgaria will do its
best to resolve Libyan 'civil war'
For the Bulgarian Government and the international
community, of paramount importance is for the violence
in the country to stop, because it has continued 'for far
too long' and the country is effectively in a state of 'civil
war'.

International Women's Day: US women
cannot close the pay gap
More females graduate from college, but men still make
more money.
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